Chapter 3
L ettersto The Seven Churches
(Rev.2:1-3:22)

The Letter to Ephesus

2:1-3 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus wiiteese are the words of him
who holds the seven stars in his right hand andsvamong the seven
golden lampstands: | know your deeds, your hardkwamnd your
perseverance. | know that you cannot tolerate wdcken, that you have
tested those who claim to be apostles but areamok,have found them
false. You have persevered and have endured hpsdfbi my name,
and have not grown weary.”

It is Jesus who instructs John to write this tetibethe church in Ephesus. Thus
it is Jesus who is the real author of this leteatrery word of this letter is His. John
was merely the penman, writing the words which gésld him to write.

Ephesus was one of the major cities in Asia Minar flourishing and
prosperous city; and in it was the temple of Diaeaned one of the seven wonders
of the world. But it was by no means a model cltlgere was much idolatry in it, and
prostitution was widely practiced.

It was in this wealthy, but pagan, city that thpoatle Paul, on one of his
missionary journeys, founded a Christian congregatPaul spent quite some time in
Ephesus, and it must be said that his ministryetines greatly blessed. He had a great
love for the Ephesian Christians; and they, in twearly loved the apostle. When
Paul left, Timothy became the pastor of this coggten and in later years the
Apostle John also ministered to this church. Whe plastor was at the time that
Revelation was written we do not know. Nor is itcessary that we know. Jesus
simply directs John to address this letter to thge§ or pastor, of the church in
Ephesus.

Then Jesus proceeds to identify Himself once abgisaying: “These are the
words of him who holds the seven stars in his riggntd and walks among the seven
golden lampstands.”

In the previous chapter Jesus Himself explainsttieaseven stars are the seven
angels, or messengers, or pastors of the sevemagaigpns. The fact that Jesus has
these pastors “in his right hand” may indicate, the one hand, that they are




instruments in the hand of the Savior, and thay e used by Him to perform the
duties of the pastoral office.

While there is an exceedingly great joy in serving Lord in the office of the
ministry, there is also a tremendous responsibilisting, as it were, on the pastor’'s
shoulders. The Lord has made him responsible ®isthuls that have been entrusted
to his care. What the Apostle Paul said in hisvi@le message to the elders of the
church in Ephesus is applicable to all pastorsejKevatch over yourselves and all the
flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overse®e shepherds of the church of
God, which he bought with his own blood” (Acts 28y2We pray that all members of
Christian congregations will realize the great oesbility included in the Office of
the Holy Ministry and that every day they will remiger their pastors in their prayers.

On the other hand, the fact that Jesus has thesterp “in his right hand”
certainly indicates also that they enjoy His protet In the daily performance of
their God-given duties they can have the comforisgurance that Jesus will guard
and keep them, and that no one shall be able wkghem out of the hand of their
Savior. They are under His special care and gu&anc

The Lord Jesus is concerned also about His coagoss. His walking “among
the seven golden lampstands” ought to impress ugamce again that in an intimate
manner He is presemiith His congregations. He observes everythinghimgt can
escape His omniscient eye. He observes what tleegang and how they are doing
it. There may be times when He sees much that issafut let's remember also that
He walks in the midst of His churches to help theorguard them, and to guide them,
lest their light flicker and die.

For this church in Ephesus Jesus, first of al, $mme words of commendation.
He says: “I know your deeds, your hard work andryperseverance.” As we have
just stated, nothing is hidden from the omniscilegus. He was aware of their deeds
of faith; He was aware of their hard labors of loaed He was aware of their patient
endurance and perseverance, which was so evidetitein sufferings and in the
persecutions which they experienced because af lthalty to Him and His saving
Gospel. The Savior also was aware that in all #a@l$hips which they endured for
His name’s sake and in all the labors which thegfopened, they had not grown
weary.

Especially does our Lord commend the membersisfBphesian congregation
for their vigilance and holy zeal, which would riolerate wicked men and their false
doctrines. It is quite evident that these “wickednhreferred to were the men who




falsely claimed to be apostles of Jesus Christ,af¢etold that the Ephesians tested
these men, thus following the instructions whichrdthad previously given in one of
his Epistles: “Dear friends, do not believe evepyrig but test the spirits to see
whether they are from God, because many false ptephave gone out into the
world” (1 John 4:1). And having tested these memp doubt, on the basis of Sacred
Scripture - they found them to be false and expdtisei deceit.

What a lesson for the church of today, especiallyhis ecumenical age in
Which we are living! The emphasis today seems toobeunion for the gee of
fellowship instead of union on the basis of God'erd/ Now, while it is not our
intention to degrade the members of any particalamrch or denomination it
nevertheless is our duty to point out and condeasefdoctrines and false practices.
That we must do! Yes, it is the duty of every caggtion to examine and test the
doctrines that are taught, to see whether theyffgod, And if these doctrines are
not founded upon the Word of God, they simply carsotolerated.

Nor can we have unionistic fellowship with thos@omolerate and/or teach
false doctrine. The admonition which Paul gavehe Christians in Rome is very
much in place today: “I urge you, brothers, to wadat for those who cause divisions
and put obstacles in your way that are contratiéaeaching you have learned. Keep
away from them. For such people are not serving Laurd Christ, but their own
appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they decéineeminds of naive people” (Rom.
16:17-18).

2:4-6 “Yet | hold this against you: You have faken your first love.
Remember the height from which you have fallen! é&tg¢pand do the
things you did at first. If you do not repent, lImcome to you and
remove your lampstand from its place. But you hitwe in your favor:
You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, whielsb hate. ”

Having spoken words of commendation and praisgjslaow utters words of
warning and sharp rebuke. He severely criticizesntior having forsaken their first
love.

At the time that Revelation was written, the Ciaus congregation in Ephesus
had been in existence for nearly half a centurythi@ course of the years, they
evidently had begun to take too much for granteadd’'&Law, - as far as they were
concerned, - apparently had lost much of its mepaimd purpose. Simultaneously,
the precious Gospel of Christ, - as far as theyevoencerned, - apparently had lost
much of its sweetness.




As a result, they no longer had that burning land that fiery zeal for the Lord
and the work of the Lord that had been so very antidn the early years of their
existence as a Christian congregation. Oh, they st active; they still did a lot of
work; they still were concerned about purity of ttme; they still were willing to
endure hardships and persecutions. But one ingredias missing: that first ardent
and burning love. And without love, everything elsses its true value and fades
away into insignificance. How beautifully and howrdefully this very truth is
emphasized by the Apostle Paul in 1 Cor. 13, teatgchapter on love!

What happened in the Ephesian congregation has tegpeated many times
since; and it still is happening today, especiatlycongregations that have been in
existence for two or more generations. How easy tb become more or less self-
sufficient and to take God and His Word and Hisnuses and His blessings for
granted! How easy it is to slip into a kind of “nmamical” Christianity which, in turn,
can lead to hypocrisy and ultimate spiritual deddifi, there still may be much
activity, many organizations and societies, manytings, all kinds of programs, as
well as a variety of plans that can be adoptediserthe funds necessary for carrying
on the work of the church. But what is the motioatithe driving and compelling
force, behind all this activity? Is it really a geme and burning love for Christ and
His cause?

Because that “first love” no longer was evidenthe Ephesian congregation,
Jesus exhorted the members of this parish to “rdseeithe height” from which they
had fallen. What a “mountain-top” experience tranversion had been! What love
and joy, what peace and strength had aboundeckinhbarts and lives! From those
heights they had fallen.

So the ever-loving and ever-seeking Savior exhbem to repent and to bring
forth the fruits of genuine repentance by doingttiiegs they did at first. Yes, they
must, by the power of God’s Holy Spirit, attemptrémain their first zeal; and they
must labor as lovingly, and they must pray as ediyneand they must watch as
diligently as they did at the first.

Failure to repent would prove disastrous. Jesys: s#f you do not repent, |
will come to you and remove your lampstand fronpitece.” In other words, refusal
to heed the admonition of Jesus would result inligig of the Gospel being taken
from their midst; and they would cease to exish &hristian congregation.

What a frightening thought! Yet this very thingshlaappened time and again.




Congregations that once stood firmly on God’'s Wlmedame lax and indifferent; they
permitted modernism, liberalism, and rationalisnré@mn in their midst; and today
they are no longer in possession of the saving &8aspChrist and can no longer be
regarded as Christian congregations. God grant dhatlove for Christ and His

Kingdom may never lose its fervor, but increasenficay to day!

Having exhorted them to repent and return to thest love, Jesus speaks one
more word of commendation to the Ephesian Christiaaying: “But you have this in
your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolastawhich | also hate.”

The Nicolaitans were a sect who taught that s@ieest had freed them from
the curse of the Law, they now were at liberty tactice sensuality and immorality at
will. Jesus says that He hates the practices @fetiNdicolaitans, and He praises the
Ephesian Christians for likewise hating the imme@@k and deeds of these libertines.

The Lord Jesus cannot bear impurity and immoralitidis church; and as His
followers and disciples, we certainly cannot pgrate in the many shameful sexual
sins that are so prevalent in our day, nor can evelagne them. In this world of our
day, which resembles the Sodom and Gomorrah oftdklabsolutely mandatory that
we, the members of Christian congregations, fleéoains of fornication and, by the
power of God’s Holy Spirit, keep ourselves pure. 4

2:7: He who has an ear, let him hear what theitSpays to the
churches. To him who overcomes, | will give thehtigo eat from the
tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. ”

Jesus now gives the admonition, - as He doesrald® six succeeding letters,
- that whoever has an ear, let him hear what thiet Spys to the churches, implying
thereby that the contents of these seven lettarsirdended for Christians of all
generations and that they are given by inspiraticthe Holy Spirit.

Jesus closes this letter with a precious proniig@him who overcomes, | will
give the right to eat from the tree of life, whishin the paradise of God.”

Going back to Genesis, we read that in the midflthe Garden of Eden was
the tree of life. We do not know much about theetexcept what is written in Gen.
3:22-24: “And the Lord God said, ‘The man has naedme like one of us, knowing
good and evil. He must not be allowed to reachhmsithand and take also from the
tree of life and eat, and live forever.” So thed.@od banished him from the Garden




of Eden to work the ground from which he had besken. After he drove the man
out, he placed on the east side of the Garden eh Etderubim and a flaming sword
flashing back and forth to guard the way to the t&life.”

From this we conclude that the words of Jesus,wilt give the right to eat
from the tree of life, which is in the paradise@dd,” - are a promise of everlasting
life. And this promise is given to all who througfe power of faith overcome the
devil, the world and their own sinful flesh. Obserthowever, that Jesus says: “l will
give the right to eat from the tree of life.” Etafdife will not be a reward of merit,
but a free gift of His grace. redeemed by Chrig,®hristians can look forward to the
heavenly Paradise, where there shall be unendangnid fulness of joy forevermore.

The Letter to Smyrna

2:8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna writeese are the words
of him who is the First and the Last, who died aathe to life again.”

Like Ephesus, so Smyrna, too, was a wealthy aiy possessed a thriving
seaport. It also had a large stadium and was a&icehemperor worship.

In this letter Jesus describes Himself as “thestFand the Last,” the great
Eternal One, who is from everlasting to everlastiiigpis definitely is a divine
attribute and identifies Him as the Son of Gode téod together with the Father and
the Holy Spirit. But He is also true man, “who diaad came to life again.” Indeed,
He is the God-Man, the crucified and risen Redeemer

2:9 ‘I know your afflictions and your poverty - tygou are rich! |
know the slander of those who say they are Jewsaemaot, but are a
synagogue of Satan.”

As the omniscient Lord, He was aware of the dfflics and tribulations which
the members of this congregation had to endure. Adsile, unbelieving Jews
slandered these Christians in Smyrna, falsely atulem before the Roman
authorities, and thus caused them to lose thepgrties and earthly possessions. In
addition to having their properties confiscatedsth Christians very often also lost
their jobs. As a result, they were extremely pooearthly possessions and goods. 5

And yet, Jesus tells them, “You are rich.” We @minded of the paradox in 2
Cor. 6:10: “Having nothing, and yet possessing @hang.” They may not have had




much as far as earthly goods are concerned, byththd Jesus. And having Jesus,
they possessed everything; yes, in Jesus theylhtwhtathey needed for time and for
eternity.

What a forceful reminder to us Christians everayddHave we ever made an
honest estimate of the true values in our life. Apestle Paul did, and by inspiration
of the Holy Spirit he wrote: “Whatever was to myofir | now consider loss for the
sake of Christ. What is more, | consider everytrangss compared to the surpassing
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for wheaske | have lost all things. |
consider them rubbish, that | may gain Christ aedfdund in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law ttat which is through faith in
Christ - the righteousness that comes from Godisbg faith. | want to know Christ
and the power of his resurrection and the fellopvsbii sharing in his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, and so, somehowattain to the resurrection from
the dead” (Phil. 3:7-11). Those were the true,spdnsable values in Paul’s life. May
they also be ours; for Jesus has said: “What gatdtwe for a man if he gains the
whole world, yet forfeits his soul?” (Matt. 16:26).

Jesus was well aware of the evil deeds and wartithbse who say they are
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of SataaseTiacial Jews were proud of their
traditions, proud of their synagogue, proud of rthesicestry. gut they stubbornly
refused to accept Jesus as the Son of God; theyedfo acknowledge Him as their
Savior and Redeemer. Consequently, Jesus sayshthatare not Jews in the true
sense of the word; for God’s true Israel consi$tlidrue believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ. That is why Jesus calls these unbelievawsJ‘a synagogue of Satan.” Jesus
made a similar remark during the days of His egnthinistry. When the unbelieving
Jews on a certain occasion claimed to be the emldf Abraham and asserted that
God was their Father, Jesus said to them: “If Gedewour Father, you would love
me, for | came from God and now am here. | havecnate on my own; but he sent
me. Why is my language not clear to you? Becauseaye unable to hear what | say.
You belong to your father, the devil, and you wemtarry out your father’s desire.
He was a murderer from the beginning, not holdmthe truth, for there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he speaks his native languagéad is a liar and the father of lies”
(John 8:42-44).

“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked” (Gal).@Not all who claim
God as their Father are truly His children. Onlgythwho in true faith have embraced
Christ Jesus as their only Savior from sin, deathlzell have a right to call God their
“Father.” Scripture very emphatically asserts: “Yane all sons of God through faith
in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptizetdb iChrist have clothed yourselves




with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slage free, male nor female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Ghtieen you are Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise” (Gal. 3:26-29).

2:10 “Do not be afraid of what you are about wdfes. | tell you the
devil will put some of you in prison to test yowndayou will suffer
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to ploent of death, and |
will give you the crown of life.”

The Lord Jesus does not promise the Christiai@ngrna an immediate relief
from their tribulations. On the contrary, He tellem that they can expect further
persecutions. He says: “I tell you, the devil willt some of you in prison to test you,
and you will suffer persecution for ten days.”

Although these persecutions came from the slangelews, who had aligned
themselves with the Roman officials, yet Jesus ghgs$ the devil was the real
instigator. The purpose of this imprisonment, adl @& other forms of persecution,
was “to test” these Christians. On our journey tigto life, it is important for us to
remember that while God frequently permits the ldewd his allies to tempt us to sin,
yet God’s purpose in permitting this is to test &amgurify and to strengthen our faith.

Accordingly, Jesus tells the members of this ceggtion not to be afraid of
what they were about to suffer. (And incidentallye next decades brought many
severe persecutions to the believers in this gafis@ Minor.) In this connection we
are reminded of the words of St. Peter: “Dear fi'endo not be surprised at the
painful trial you are suffering, as though someghstrange were happening to you.”
(1 Peter 4:12). These trials and persecutions tdbe expected.

Yet Jesus says: “Do not be afraid.” God would lbErtRefuge and Strength,
even as He also is our Refuge and Strength, savittathe Psalmist we can say at all
times: “The Lord is my light and my salvation - whahall | fear? The Lord is the
Stronghold of my life - of whom shall | be afraid®Psalm 27:1).

The Lord gives two reasons why those persecuteatbtizims were not to be
afraid. First of all, He says that these perseastiwould endure only for ten days.
The phrase “ten days” is not to be taken literdRgther, it is symbolic, indicating a
relatively short period of time, and one definitéipited by God, thus assuring them
and also us that God will not permit His own totbmpted or tested beyond what
they are able to bear (1 Cor. 10:13).




In the second place, Jesus encourages thesei&igigiith the golden promise:
“Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I lvglve you the crown of Life.” Our
Lord will not permit faithfulness in the face ofarand persecution to go unrewarded.
He who remains Loyal to Jesus and His Gospel, n @waugh this involves going into
death for His name's sake, - will be the recip@the crown of life. As previously
mentioned, Smyrna was famous also for its largdiwta, where athletic contests
were held and the victors were rewarded with aagarlor wreath. So every Christian
who emerges victorious from the hard struggle aattldoand remains loyal to his
Savior will be granted a crown of life - eterndélitself. Notice, however, that Jesus
says this will be a gift. It will not be a rewar@iraerit, but a reward of grace. In other
words, it will not be something which we will hagarned, but it will be a free gift of
God’s grace and love. This beautiful promise seenezho what James had written in
his Epistle: “Blessed is the man who perseveresutidal, because when he has
stood the test, he will receive the crown of lif@tt God has promised to those who
love him.” (James 1:12).

2:11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what theitSgays to the
churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt abwlthe second death.

The believer will not be hurt by “the second déatbhich is eternal death in
hell, Let’s put it this way: When an unbeliever gJibe goes through temporal death
(the first death) into eternal damnation (the sdcdeath). However, the believer is
not harmed at all by the second death. He goesighreemporal death into eternal
life. Whoever has an ear, let him hear, and let faike this message to heart; for this
message, too, is given by inspiration of God’s Heyyrit.

The Letter To Pergamum

2:12 *“To the angel of the church in Pergamum writeese are the
words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword.

Pergamum, an important city in the ancient wowds flooded with idolatry
and idolatrous practices. Numerous temples had éesred and dedicated to Roman
gods. This city was also the center of emperor kiprs and, by the way, emperor
worship in Pergamum was not optional; it was deredndlhe other extremely
popular religious cult in Pergamum was the cultt thbeomoted the worship of
Askelepias, the god of healing. In this stronghoidsatan, a Christian congregation
had been founded; and it is to this congregatianttie following letter is written.




In this letter Jesus identifies Himself as the Owbo has the sharp, double-
edged sword.” On the one hand, this sword symimlike penetrating power of the
Word of God, which vehemently condemns all formdadufi-worship. On the other
hand, this sword of the Spirit, which is the WoifdGod, also symbolizes authority,
reminding the Christians in this city that all teongl rulers and emperors are subject
to the power and rule of Christ and that therefore mandatory to “obey God rather
than men” (Acts 5:29); Jesus stressed these sahs tturing the days of His earthly
sojourn, saying: “Do not be afraid of those wha #ike body but cannot kill the soul.
Rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy botli and body in hell” (Matt.
10:28).

2:13 “lI know where you live - where Satan has thione. Yet you
remain true to my name. You did not renounce yaithfin me, even in
the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who wag o death in your
city — where Satan lives.”

Because Satan had been so successful and sontrdlue maintaining his
heathenish cults in Pergamum, the city is termeddsys as the place “where Satan
has his throne.” Jesus knew that it was not easyhi® Christians to live in a city
flooded with so much vice and filled with so mamggsures and temptations.

Therefore Jesus commends these believers foriagherChrist’'s name in the
midst of all this abominable idolatry and for remag loyal in the confession of their
faith. Even the martyrdom of Antipas, who was pudléath in their city, did not result
in a mass falling away on the part of the Chrigtjahdid not cause them to deny their
faith or to renounce the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Who this Antipas was, we do not know. Jesus ¢ailis“my faithful witness;”
and that is sufficient. A greater tribute could betpaid! In these closing days of the
world’s history, when evil is rampant and sins Ibkands abound, may God also help
us to be faithful witnesses, boldly and fearlegshtifying to the truth of the Gospel
and holding high the banner of our Lord and Savlesus Christ!

2:14-15 “Nevertheless, | have a few things agains. You
have people there who hold to the teaching of BaJagho taught
Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eatingdf@acrificed to
idols and by committing sexual immorality. Likewigeu also
have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicamest "

Though Jesus had a word of commendation for thigegation as a whole,
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yet He had to rebuke its members sharply, becdusg were tolerating in their
fellowship a group of people who held “to the taaglof Balaam.” 8

To understand what the teaching, or doctrine,albBm is, it will be necessary
to review the accounts as they are recorded in Ni2A25 and 31:8-16. To summarize
briefly, Balak, the king of the Moabites, had hiBdlaam, an unfaithful prophet of
the Lord, to curse the children of Israel and thusvent them from overrunning the
land of Moab. Three times Balaam tried to cursecthkelren of Israel; three times the
Lord saw to it that Balaam was thwarted in hismfits. As a last recourse, Balaam
induced Balak to place a stumbling block, or pitfaéfore the Israelites by having the
women of Moab lure the Israelites to sin againstd Guy participating in the
immorality and the idolatry which characterized tfleabite worship. That, briefly
stated, is the “teaching of Balaarn.” In the couddethe years, adherents to the
doctrine of Balaam included any and all who compsach with the idolatry and the
immorality that accompanied pagan worship.

It seems that certain members in this church agdmeum deliberately
participated in the heathen sacrificial meals alh agin the sexual sins that were a
part of the worship services of the heathen. W&habisad, is that these compromising
members saw nothing wrong in following such a ceursven more pathetic,
however, is the fact that the congregation tolerateese erring members in its
fellowship. In addition, the congregation also tated in its midst those who held to
the teaching of the Nicolaitans, a sect that sotglgeduce the local Christians by
saying that their Christian freedom allowed themp#sticipate in immorality and
sexual sins.

Jesus rebukes this congregation because it hacted these errorists and had
taken no action to exclude, or expel, them fronfaetwship. What a lesson for the
Church of today! Although the church has no poveeinflict corporal punishment
upon those who are guilty of heresy and immoralst, it does have the power to
exercise discipline against them and, if necessdtiynately to exclude them from its
fellowship. Failure to act accordingly is displewsto our Lord.

2:16 “Repent therefore! Otherwise, | will soon @mo you and will
fight against them with the sword of my mouth,”

Because this congregation had failed to exerchagstian discipline upon the
erring members in its midst, Jesus calls upon tiieeecongregation to repent. Failure
to do so will bring upon it the judgment of the Hodesus says that He will fight
against these erring members with the sword of rA@th, that is, He will fight
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against them with His Word. And what an extreméiarp and powerful weapon is
the Word of God! The Psalmist writes: “He lifts igice, the earth melts” (Ps. 46:6).
Let all opponents of the Lord beware! “It is a difes thing to fall into the hands of
the living God” (Heb. 10:31).

2:17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what theitSgays to the
churches. To him who overcomes, | will give soméhef hidden manna.
| will also give him a white stone with a new namtten on it, known

only to him who receives it.”

Having exhorted all hearers to heed what the Sgays to the churches, Jesus
gives some beautiful promises to those who overcanteremain steadfast. He says:
“To him who overcomes, | will give some of the hesldmanna.”

Manna was the bread which God provided for theldtdm of Israel during
their wandering in the wilderness. In the days o éarthly ministry, Jesus identified
Himself as the true bread from heaven, saying: “Bhead of God is he who comes
down from heaven and gives life to the world am the bread of life. He who comes
to me will never go hungry, and he who believesna will never go thirsty” (John
6:33, 35). It is called “hidden manna,” perhapgause it is hidden from the rest of
the world. Only the believers are the recipient€bfist and all His blessings through
Word and Sacrament. In heaven they shall enjoygltisy in all its fullness. That is
something that the unbelievers do not experiend¢eyTreally do not know the
satisfaction that all believers receive throughi§ththe Bread of Life.

Then Jesus continues by saying; “l will also gma a white stone with a new
name written on it, known only to him who receivesIn the ancient Greek courts,
the jurors would use stones, or pebbles, in casiian ballots. A black stone cast into
a container would be a vote for “Guilty;” and a whstone would be a vote for “Not
guilty.” So when Jesus says, “l will give him a wehistone" He in effect says: "l
declare you not guilty; you are forgiven; you acguitted."him a white stone,” He, in
effect, says: “I declare you not guilty; you aregiwen; you are acquitted.”

The “new name” written on this stone implies ttiegre is a change in the heart
and life of a person who by faith has receivedftngiveness of all his sins. Scripture
says: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creatithre old has gone, the new has
come!” (2 Cor. 5:17). True believers become memimdr&od’'s family, - God's
adopted sons and daughters, - and they are heirs, &f God and joint heirs with
Christ; and as such, they look forward to the joyd aliss in heaven. That is
something that the unbelievers have not experienicetiave the certainty and the joy
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of being a forgiven child of God, - that, in effeist “having a new name,” - and that is
an experience known only to him who has received it

The Letter To Thyatira

2:18 *“To the angel of the church in Thyatira writdhese are the words
of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing dmd whose feet are
like burnished bronze.”

Though not classed among the major cities in ABlaor, Thyatira
nevertheless was a prosperous city in which seddallade guilds were extremely
popular. Each trade and profession seems to halgshawn guild; and each guild, in
turn, had its own god. To hold a job, a person wemgected to join a guild and
participate in the activities of the guild, whicherg not only idolatrous, but often
immoral as well. You can readily see what a problei® presented for the Christians
in this city.

In this letter, Jesus identifies Himself as “then®f God, whose eyes are like
blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bech
The fact that His eyes are like blazing fire sigrgfHis piercing and penetrating
insight into all persons and things. He is the teghis, omniscient Judge, from whom
nothing can be hidden, and whose enemies may wekot a terrible, but just,
punishment. Whenever | think of the Son of God,ilng\eyes like blazing fire, | am
reminded of the words which Peter spoke to Jedumd, you know all things” (John
21:17). Yes, “Thou, God, seest me!” It is impossibd conceal anything from our
Lord. He knows all and sees all. On our journepulgh life, it is important always to
remember this solemn truth!

That His feet are “like burnished bronze” seemsthbcate that, as He judges
with perfect wisdom, so He acts with perfect sttangnd has everything under
control. Those who resist Him and stubbornly redugiinst Him had better beware.
These feet of “burnished bronze” will ultimatelyush them!

2:19 “lI know your deeds, your love and faith, yoservice and
perseverance, and that you are now doing moreythalid at first."

Wherever and whenever it is possible, the Lordislas always ready and
willing to speak words of commendation to His failhfollowers. So here, He
commends the Christians in Thyatira for their woaksl services of love, as well as
for their patient endurance in persecution, alivbfch were the fruits of their faith. In
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these works of faith and love they had continuechéde steady progress, so that they
now were doing more than they did at first.

That is the way it should be. It should be thardegsnd ambition of Christians
that their works and deeds of love become bettdrgaaater day by day, and best at
last. That is in accord with Scripture. In Gal.-4® we are encouraged: “Let us not
become weary in doing good, for at the proper twmeewill reap a harvest if we do
not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunityusetio good to all people, especially
to those who belong to the family of believers,”dAim 1 Thess. 4:1 St. Paul says:
“Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to livearder to please God, as in fact you
are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Léedus to do this more and more.”
That is the growth in sanctification that the Lexgpects of us.

2:20-21 “Nevertheless, | have this against yoau Yolerate
that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetBgsher
teaching she misleads my servants into sexual imitbpand the
eating of food sacrificed to idols. | have giverr ime to repent
of her immorality, but she is unwilling.”

In addition to the words of commendation, howevesus also had words of
rebuke and caution for the members of this condi@gaHe says: “You tolerate that
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetessdllllikelihood, “Jezebel” was not
the real name of this false prophetess, but whera name applied to her because in
so many ways she resembled the historical Jezéloéd.o

In the Old Testament, Jezebel, the wicked wifeKofg Ahab, seduced the
children of Israel to worship the hideous idol Baatl to participate in the lewd and
immoral acts associated with this form of idol-wops In the light of that historical
fact, we can see very readily why the name “JeZetat a fitting name for this false
prophetess in Thyatira. She was a Jezebel becdude dalse doctrines she was
disseminating and the immoral acts that she wasadwng.

Foremost among the false teachings that she pmdawas the idea that
carnal desires could be overcome only by surrendgetio the lusts of the flesh. In
other words, if you want to overcome them, you ntage part in them; to fight
immorality, you must first of all experience it. fbugh the proclamation of such false
teachings, this Jezebel succeeded in seducing ebthe members of this Christian
congregation into a life of idolatry and sexualegcor, as Jesus states it in this letter:
“By her teaching she misleads my servants into @eixamorality and the eating of
food sacrificed to idols.” Indeed, some of the miestible and shameful deeds of
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darkness were committed with the explanation tied tvas Christianity in an
advanced state.

The sad part of it was that all of this was tdiedaby the congregation. The
members were aware of this corruption in their midsat they did nothing about it.
This indifference on their part was very displegdimour Lord.

Jesus says that He had already given this Jetieteelfor repentance, but she
was unwilling to repent. Repentance is necessagy Sinner is to escape perdition.
Time and again do we hear the call in Scriptureepé&t!” How many there are,
however, who like Jezebel, turn a deaf ear touhgent plea! But beware! There is an
old proverb which says: “The mills of God grindslg, but they grind exceedingly
fine.” Woe to the person who toys around with Gquisience and grace! Finally God
will say: “This is it.” Then comes judgment. Andathudgment can be very swift and
very severe.

2:22-23 “So | will cast her on a bed of sufferirgd 1 will
make those who commit adultery with her suffernsty, unless
they repent of their ways. | will strike her chiddr dead. Then all
the churches will know that | am he who searchesrtheand
minds, and | will repay each of you according toirydeeds. ”

Since Jezebel refused to repent, she would hagadore punishment from the
Lord. She would be punished with terrible sicknasd suffering. Furthermore, unless
they would repent, all who had committed adulterghvaer, all who had accepted and
practiced her teachings of immorality, would likeaiexperience the power of the
Lord’s wrath and would have to suffer intensely.sysays Jesus, “I will strike her
children dead.” The term “children” can refer eittie Jezebel’s offspring, or it can
mean her followers; and the word “dead” can inclaod#é temporal and eternal death.
At any rate, the immoral Jezebel and all who shardder immorality and committed
adultery with her would be afflicted with intensekmess and suffering which, in the
absence of true repentance, would lead to temgdesth and eternal damnation.

We might well note that even today terrible illses and venereal diseases
usually follow in the wake of immoral deeds anddisexual acts. Especially in this
present decade, we are witnessing perhaps the s®stre consequences of
immorality in the history of our modern civilizatip and the prediction is that it is
going to get much, much worse. | am speaking ofiikease known as AIDS. People
are demanding a remedy or cure; but at the sanmes timey refuse to give up their
immorality and sexual promiscuity. Accordingly, vhewill have to suffer the
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consequences.

The punishment which the Lord threatened to inftia the adulterous and
impenitent members in the church at Thyatira wasetwe as a lesson and a warning
to all congregations. Jesus says: “Then all theattas will know that | am he who
searches hearts and minds, and | will repay eaghwfccording to your deeds.”

Still today Christ searches the hearts and mid#ssin can be hidden from
Him. We only deceive ourselves if we think that e fool God. He sees and knows
all; and He will not tolerate sin or sinful pragg& Emphatically does He remind us: “I
will repay each of you according to your deeds."tliis connection, we recall the
words in Gal. 6:7-8: “Do not be deceived: God cdris®mocked. A man reaps what
he sows. The one who sows to please his sinfulr@aftom that nature will reap
destruction; the one who sows to please the Sfroitn the Spirit will reap eternal
life.”

2:24-25 “Now | say to the rest of you in Thyatita, you

who do not hold to her teaching and have not |leh®etan’s so-
called deep secrets (1 will not impose any otheddm on you):
Only hold on to what you have until | come. ”

Upon those in Thyatira who did not adopt the faessching of Jezebel, even
though they had failed to deal with this corruptiotheir midst, - and had not learned
the so-called deep secrets of Satan, the Lord wooidmpose any other burden or
law except this: “Hold on to what you have untiidme.”

When Jesus says that they had “not learned Sasartalled deep secrets,”
what does He mean? We believe that this referayaad all religious teachings that
are not founded upon the Word of God, but havdyréad their origin in hell. Here
in Thyatira it may particularly have been the Settamell-born doctrine that an
individual must personally participate in sensyadihd immorality in order to have a
real understanding of these sins. Jezebel, whmethithat she was a prophetess, may
have said that these teachings which she advoeatesl the “deep things of God,”
when in reality they were “the depths of Satan.”

Therefore Jesus encouraged these Christians: “btotd what you have until |
come.” They had the pure Gospel and all the blgssihat come through acceptance
of the Gospel: faith, love, patience, and the oertmpe of eternal salvation. Now,
says Jesus, “hold on to what you have.”
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By God’s grace we, too, enjoy these blessingshef Gospel. Let us not
casually take them for granted, but let us trulglive and appreciate their immense
value. Enemies there are who will seek to deprizeiuthose blessings; but by the
power of God’s Holy Spirit, let us to the end holdto what we have!

2:26-29 “To him who overcomes and does my willthe

end, | will give authority over the nations - Welwile them with

an iron scepter; he will dash them to pieces liatgoy'- just as |
have received authority from my Father, | will algioe him the
morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear WeaSpirit says
to the churches. ”

To those who overcome the many and varied assaiusitan, the world, and
their own flesh, and who faithfully carry out thellvef their Lord and Savior, Jesus
imparts the promise: “I will give authority overetmations - just as | have received
authority from my Father.”

In Psalm 2, which is known as a Messianic Psalmread: “Ask of me, and |
will make the nations your inheritance, the endthefearth your possession. You will
rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash thenpieces like pottery” (Ps. 2:8-9).
This promise was given by the heavenly Father t® dtily-begotten Son. As it was
prophesied that Christ would have unlimited autiyasver the nations, so Christ now
promises that He will make His faithful believerariakers of this power and glory.
They will rule with Christ, as St. Paul also asseftlf we endure, we will also reign
with Him” (2 Tim. 2:12). What an honor! What a ptage! What a prospect! How
this ought to cheer us and revive us on our jouthegugh life!

Finally, Jesus says: “I will also give him the mimg star.” While there is the
possibility that the morning star represents tlaygbf eternity, the brightness of the
everlasting life which some day shall be ours,wetmay also think of the morning
star as being Christ Himself. In verse 16 of thet tdapter of this book Jesus says: “I
am the Root and the Offspring of David, and thgHtriMorning Star.” What more
precious gift could Christ give to us than the gifHimself!

The Letter To Sardis
3:1  “To the angel of the church in Sardis writbe$e are the words of him

who holds the seven spirits of God and the sevars.st know your
deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, butare dead. ”
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Situated rather comfortably on a high mountairrdiSa a city of wealth and
luxury, at one time had been one of the world’s intesowned cities. We have no
information pertaining to the founding of the coegation in this city; but we do
know that when this letter was written, the congtem here was in a sad state of
spiritual decay.

No doubt, that is why Jesus introduces Himselhis letter as the One “who
holds the seven spirits of God and the seven Staise seven spirits of God” is a
reference to the Holy Spirit, who proceeds fromRa¢her and the Son and who is the
Creator and Preserver of spiritual life in the keaif individuals. “The seven stars,”
as we have heard previously, are the seven pastdhese seven congregations; and
it is their solemn duty to proclaim the Word of Gadits truth and purity. If we will
bear in mind that conversion, as well as preseymah the saving faith, is solely the
work of the Holy Spirit, and if we will bear in ndnthat the Holy Spirit performs His
work through the Gospel, which is preached and lpmmed by men, then we see
immediately why Jesus identifies Himself as the Omleo holds the seven spirits of
God and the seven stars.” The work of the Holy iSpimd the proclamation of the
Gospel are closely related. Thus, here in Sardstdstoration of life to a dead church
could be accomplished only by the Spirit of Goatlgh the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Although Jesus says to the members of this coagjoeg “I know your deeds,”
yet He has no word of commendation for them; forsielgs immediately: “You have a
reputation of being alive, but you are dead.”

Human eyes, perhaps, viewed this congregationeamsy kextremely energetic
and very much alive, - a real asset to the commuanitd the city. Outwardly, its
members appeared to have a real interest in theinch and its activities. In brief, the
reputation of this congregation seemed to be unblesd. But Jesus, who searches
the hearts and minds, viewed this church at Sdrdim a different perspective; and
His evaluation was: “You are dead!”

They may still have had their worship, but for thest part it had degenerated
into mere formalism; they may have “said” theiry@es, but they didn’t “pray” them;
they may have been active in performing many amgk@aervices, but the important
ingredient of love was missing; they may have epeed a numerical growth in
membership, but spiritual growth was at a stant-Sthus, while they had the
reputation of being alive, in reality they werdls point of death.

As Jesus views His many congregations today, do suppose that He is
always pleased at what He sees? Do you not suppatguite often He sees areas
that are tainted by mere formalism, dead orthodokgven downright hypocrisy? We
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wonder how often perhaps He is compelled to saadness: “These people honor me
with their lips, but their heart is far from me” @l. 15.8). With trembling lips we
stammer: “Lord, have mercy!” And with confident lropve make the prayer, which
St. Paul offered for the Philippian congregatioryr cown for all Christian
congregations of today: “And this is my prayer:tthaur love may abound more and
more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that gy be able to discern what is
best and may be pure and blameless until the dayhokt, filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Chrighetglory and praise of God” (Phil.
1:9-11).

3:2  “Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is atmdie, for | have
not found your deeds complete in the sight of mg.Go

In our daily life, it may happen quite often tha¢ are engaged in a type of
work which requires constant repetition, - doing game thing over and over; and
this monotony at times may cause us to become grawd even to fall asleep. The
same is true, spiritually speaking. As we haveestgireviously, it is easy to become
formalistic, or "mechanical.” Without intending lbl@come repetitious, permit me to
elaborate on just one example. | have nothing agariturgy or order of worship.
However, if the same order is used repeatedly figrlength of time, isn’t it true that
very easily (and sometimes very quickly) we canigiet “a rut,” a routine, so that we
simply are going through this in a mechanical safrtway, and are not really
worshiping God at all? And what is true of the wmpsservice, applies also to all
other church-related activities and labors, esgigdiae duty of maintaining constant
vigilance against false doctrine. It is so easfatidnto a spiritual slumber!

Since a large portion of the membership in Sands more or less succumbed
to dead formalism and had become drowsily indifieré¢he Savior comes with the
earnest admonition: “Wake up!” “Watch!” “Be alertThere was still a small portion
of true Christianity left in the congregation, -tlayven this was at the point of death.
Hence the exhortation: “Strengthen what remainsiarabout to die.” The situation
was grave; there was no time to be lost. It wabages now or never!

And Jesus gives the reason for it all when He:s&@ | have not found your
deeds complete in the sight of my God.” “Not conle- not satisfactory, - that was
the indictment! In the eyes of the community, theleeds may have been
praiseworthy; but since those deeds were not fafita living faith, and since they
were not motivated by love and the power of Chsi€ospel, they were incomplete in
the sight of God. The writer of the Epistle to thebrews has stated it very directly:
“Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Held.:6).
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3:3 “Remember therefore, what you have receivetiraard; obey it,
and repent, But if you do not wake up, | will cofite a thief, and you
will not know at what time | will come to you.”

“Remember, therefore!” The Savior urges them toa tuack the pages of time
and to recall how in their early beginnings theyl lemgerly received and heard the
wonderful message of the Gospel. This messagevibey now once again to “obey;”
that is, they were to accept it, believe it, keejollow it. And they were to do so in a
spirit of genuine repentance, which implied a catglturning away from the
indifference and sluggishness in which they badbeeolved.

Refusal to do so would result in judgment comipgmu them; for Jesus says:
“But if you do not wake up, | will come like a thjeand you will not know at what
time | will come to you.” This is not necessarilyeference to the second coming of
Christ at the end of the world, but it is a prehiamy judgment that would come upon
this particular congregation in Sardis. If the shamng and indifferent members of
this church would not heed the Savior’'s call to keaup,” if they would not repent
and “obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 Thes3, then He would come to them
in a judgment, which would be a most dreadful agmifying experience for them.
Furthermore, Jesus tells them that His coming wdodd both unexpected and
unpredictable.

As the members in Sardis were not to put off régoese, neither should we!
Since we do not know the day or hour of Christ'sos&l coming, also known as the
day of judgment, it surely is wise to be preparedllaimes. You are familiar with the
Parable of the Ten Virgins, related by Jesus andrded in Matt. 25:1-13. “Five of
them were foolish and five were wise. The fooliste® took their lamps but did not
take any oil with them. The wise, however, tookinijars along with their lamps.”
When the bridegroom came, the wise virgins werdyead entered with him to the
wedding banquet; but the foolish virgins, who weally unprepared, were denied
admission. At the close of this parable, Jesuse®la message that surely ought to be
heeded by each and every one of us: “Therefore Wedgh, because you do not know
the day or the hour” (Matt. 25:13).

In this connection, we recall also the very appedp words written in 1 Thess.
5:1-6: “Now, brothers, about times and dates waaloneed to write to you, for you
know very well that the day of the Lord will comi&d a thief in the night. While
people are saying, ‘Peace and safety,” destruatitincome on them suddenly, as
labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they willasafape. But you, brothers, are not
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in darkness so that this day should surprise ykei di thief. You are all sons of the
light and sons of the day. We do not belong tanilylt or to the darkness. So then, let
us not be like others, who are asleep, but leteusldért and self-controlled.”

3:4 “Yet you have a few people in Sardis who hawe soiled their
clothes. They wil! walk with me, dressed in whita, they are worthy.”

Like an oasis in a barren desert, so here inhinech at Sardis was a small, but
faithful, remnant, - the few who had not pollutdtkmselves with the sins that
prevailed in their congregation. It is significaotnote that the Lord Jesus knew them;
their names were precious in His sight.

What a comforting truth that is for us on our joey through life! often times
we may be inclined to ask: “Are we to believe tkdd is concerned about us as
individuals?” The answer is an emphatic “YES.” Iomparison to the world’'s
population, the true and faithful believers in Ghmay indeed be the minority: but
the Lord says: “See, | have engraved you on thampalf my hands” (Is. 49:16).

And of them Jesus says: “They will walk with meesked in white, for they
are worthy.” White is the color of purity. Havinge@epted Christ Jesus in true faith,
the believers are no longer clothed in the filtlayrgents of their own righteousness,
but are resplendent in the spotless garment of sJesghteousness, - that
righteousness which Jesus purchased for them wightidmendous sacrifice on
Calvary’s cross. Being thus clothed and adorneely thill walk with Jesus and be
with Jesus in the heavenly kingdom throughout @ierwwhat an honor!

When the Savior says, “for they are worthy,” Heeslohot imply that the
believers have earned or deserved this great htoranp one deserves anything from
God except temporal and eternal punishnent. Thessbdlg and all other spiritual
blessings belong to the believers, not becausenypfwarks of righteousness which
they have performed, but only and solely becausshait Christ has done for them.
Let us never lose sight of this important truthbfft is by grace you have been saved,
through faith - and this not from yourselves, ithe gift of God - not by works, so
that no one can boast” (Eph. 2:8).

3:5-6 “He who overcomes will, like them, be dexbsn white. | will
never blot out his name from the book of life, il acknowledge his
name before my Father and his angels, He who hasam@net him hear
what the Spirit says to the churches.”
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Everyone who overcomes the vicious attacks ofdinél, the world and his
own sinful flesh will, like all faithful believershe clothed in white raiment, - the
garment of Christ’s perfect righteousness; anddwethe Savior's solemn pledge that
his name will not be erased from the Book of Lidat that it will remain therein.

There can be no doubt that this is a figurativg aiaexpressing the doctrine of
election, - the doctrine that all true believersthe Lord Jesus Christ are certain to
have eternal life, because from eternity God hastetl or chosen them to be His
own. In the days of His ministry on earth, our Laxbressed this same comforting
truth in these plain words: "My sheep listen to moice; | know them, and they
follow me. | give them eternal life, and they shadlver perish; no one can snatch
them out of my hand” (John 10:27-28). No, their earwill never be deleted from the
Book of Life.

On the contrary, Jesus says that He will acknogéettheir names before His
Father and the angels; yes, Jesus will acknowlédgéaithful as His own. He had
made similar promises during His earthly sojoumm.Matt. 10:32 we hear Jesus
saying: “Whoever acknowledges me before men, | algb acknowledge him before
my Father in heaven;” and in Luke 12:8 we havedhesorded words of Jesus: | tell
you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Sdvaof will also acknowledge
him before the angels of God.”

Whoever has an ear, let him hear and take to li@arimportant message of
the Spirit of God!

The Letter To Philadelphia

3:7  “To the angel of the church in Philadelphiatev These are the
words of him who is holy and true, who holds thg kéDavid. What he
opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no orepeari’

Philadelphia, the youngest of the seven citiethis group, was located in an
area that evidently was frequented by earthqudkeseems to have been a rather
peaceful city and was known especially for its gffan spreading the Greek language
and culture.

In His letter to the congregation in this citysue describes Himself as being

“holy and true.” Not only is He perfectly and ahsely sinless, but He is also true
and genuine. There is nothing spurious about HHe.is indeed what Simon
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Peter called Him, namely, “the Christ, the Sonhef living God” (Matt. 16:16).

Jesus further identifies Himself as the One “wbids the key of David. What
he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts neamepen.” To have a proper
understanding of these words, it will be necessatyrn to Isaiah 22. There God says
to Shebna, who had been in charge of the palacéhanabyal treasures in Jerusalem,
but who had proved himself a disgrace to his maskeuse: “l will depose you from
your office, and you will be ousted from your pasit In that day | will summon my
servant Eliakim, son of Hilkiah. | will clothe himith your robe and fasten your sash
around him, and hand your authority over to him.wilebe a father to those who live
in Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. | willglae his shoulder the key to the
house of David; what he opens no one can shutydad he shuts no one can open”
(Is. 22:19-22).

The last words of the passage just quoted, whigfinally referred to Eliakim,
Jesus here applies to Himself. Just as Eliakimthadkey to the royal treasuries and
as such had the authority to open or to shut,ishatther to distribute or to withhold
these material treasures, so Jesus, holding thehksythe authority either to grant or
to withhold the spiritual treasures from the hedystorehouse.

And what are these great spiritual treasures essliohgs? The most important
are mentioned in the familiar phrase: “Forgiven#fssins, life, and eternal salvation.”
“For where there is forgiveness of sins, therelgs #ife and salvation.” Jesus gives
the assurance to every person, who by faith hasvwext the forgiveness of sins, that
the door to the kingdom of heaven is open; andawep on earth or in hell can shut
it. That's a tremendous comfort! But to every pearseho rejects Christ and His
forgiveness, the door to the kingdom of heaveiig:sand no man can open it. That's
a solemn warning!

We recall that earlier in Revelation Jesus maderaewhat similar statement
when He said, “And | hold the keys of death and é$dd(Rev. 1:18), thereby
implying that He has unlimited power to save froeath and hell, but He also has
unlimited power to consign to death and hell. Ndterehow we view it, it is always
an “either/or,” - either Jesus the loving SaviarJesus the stern Judge; either pardon,
or punishment; either life, or death; either heawerhell; either the open door, or the
closed door. Pray God that the door to the storehmf heavenly treasures may
always be open to us!

3:8  “I know your deeds. See, | have placed bejote an open door
that no one can shut. | know that you have littterggth, yet you have
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kept my word and have not denied my name. ”

“I have placed before you an open door.” Therethose who feel that “the
open door” refers to the opportunity to do missimrk. The Apostle Paul quite often
used the symbol of the open door in that mannarekample, he writes: “But | will
stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because adyeafor effective work has opened
to me” (1 Cor. 16:8-9). Again he writes: “When I ntéo Troas to preach the Gospel
of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a @mome.... ” (2 Cor. 2:12). And to
the Colossians this same Apostle wrote: “Pray &rtao, that God may open a door
for our message so that we may proclaim the mysteGhrist” (Col. 4:3). In view of
such and similar passages, we cannot precludentégretation that “the open door”
signifies an opportunity to do mission work.

However, the context seems to favor the interpogtahat the open door is the
door to the kingdom. The Christians in Philadelphmwell as all believers in Christ,
are assured of forgiveness, life, and eternal salvaThus the door to heaven is open
to them: and no one will be able to shut the dtwt is, no one will be able to deny
these treasures of Jesus to the believers.

“I know your deeds,” the Savior tells these Clmiss; and having quickly
reminded them again of the open door which He hkated before them, He
continues by saying: “I know that you have littteesigth, yet you have kept my word
and have not denied my name.” A look at the origieat leads us to prefer the
following translation: “I know that you have littlstrength and you have kept my
word and you have not denied my name.” Thus we Ilm@eve three commendations
which our Lord gives to the members of this congten.

First He says: “You have little strength.” We tdkeés as a positive statement, a
“plus,” a word of commendation. While the congregiatin Sardis was weak, yes,
even at the point of death, yet this congregationPhiladelphia showed some
strength.

By nature, we all are “spiritually blind, dead,daanemies of God,” and as
such, we have no spiritual strength whatsoever. é¥aw through the gracious
operation of the Holy Spirit we have been madeitsjity alive. And having created
within our hearts a true and living faith, the H&pirit has also supplied us with
strength, - strength from the never-failing storgd® of Christ’'s power and grace, -
strength with which to fight and successfully owene our enemies, - strength with
which to resist the temptations of the world an@wf own flesh and blood, - strength
to render acceptable service in the kingdom of hristrength to make sacrifices for
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Him and His cause, - strength to endure hardshmpsumdergo sufferings and bear
afflictions for the sake of

Christ. God grant us such strength! Yes, God gthat as the shadows are
lengthening and the great day of the world’s hisierrapidly drawing to a close, you
and | may find ourselves saying more and more whith Apostle Paul: "l can do

everything through him who gives me strength” (Phil3).

In the second word of commendation, Jesus tefisrtembers in Philadelphia:
“You have kept my word.” These members knew whatWord of the Lord meant to
them; they had felt the power of this Word in thlegarts and lives; and they had
experienced the comfort, the peace, and the hoamaimg from that Word of the
Lord. Consequently, with the strength which Chsigpplied and by the power of the
Holy Spirit, they held fast to that Word, not onlgceiving it in true faith, but also
living their lives in accord with it.

Let us not fail to emulate their example of faiiness to the Word! There was
a time during our Lord’s life here on earth whenngnaf His disciples turned back
and no longer followed Him. Jesus asked the TwélWeu do not want to leave, too,
do you?” (John 6:67). “Simon Peter answered hinoyd, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life!” (John 6:68). Weaypthat Peter's answer will at all
times be our heartfelt resolve and conviction.

Furthermore, let us also be bold in confessingntiime of our blessed Savior.
The members in Philadelphia received Jesus’ comaismd “You have not denied
my name.” Since they had not denied that they kiesus, we feel that we are safe in
assuming that they had openly confessed Jesuhamddith in Him. That is a matter
of utmost importance, for you will recall that Jesswnce said: “Whoever
acknowledges me before men, | will also acknowletige before my Father in
heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, | wuslbwin him before my Father in
heaven” (Matt. 10:32-33). In this connection, we also reminded of Rom. 10:8-10,
where we read: “The word is near you; it is in yooouth and in your heart,” that is,
the word of faith we are proclaiming: That if yoanéess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is
Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raisea fiom the dead, you will be saved.
For it is with your heart that you believe and ptified, and it is with your mouth
that you confess and are saved.”

3:9 “I will make those who are of the synagogti&atan, who claim
to be Jews though they are not, but are liars il iImake them come and
fall down at your feet and acknowledge that | hiaved you. ”
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Hopefully, you will recall what was said about étBynagogue of Satan” when
we considered Christ’s letter to the church in SmayHere in Philadelphia, also, were
racial Jews who were proud of their ancestry. Thieymed to be the children of
Abraham and asserted that God was their FathereMenvby their refusal to accept
Jesus as the Son of God and their one and onlpiSévey had departed from the true
Old Testament religion, which repeatedly spoke efu$ and identified Him as the
promised Messiah. Therefore Jesus emphaticailgsstaat they were not Jews in the
true sense of the word. Rather, they were liarsGiod’s real Israel consists of all true
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is for tihesmson that Jesus labeled these
unbelieving and lying Jews as being members ofdieagogue of Satan.”

Yet, Jesus says that He will make these very Jelvs,were of the synagogue
of Satan, to come and fall down at the feet of éh€&ristians in Philadelphia and
acknowledge that these Christians were the obicthrist's love. This does not
necessarily imply the conversion of these Jewblpalih we certainly pray for their
conversion. Jesus does not say that He will magsetldews fall down before God and
worship Him, but that He would make them fall doatrthe feet of these Christians.
As stated previously, these Jews had boastedhbwatwere God’s chosen people, and
as such, were the objects of God’s special lovew,Nwowever, these same Jews
would be forced to acknowledge that the true beligin Christ, the very people they
had persecuted, are truly God’s special peoplepeaple dearly loved by the Lord
Jesus.

Our Savior cannot be defeated, and the very gditesll cannot prevail against
His Church. Although the members of Christ's Chumften are ridiculed and
persecuted, although they and their beloved Masiten are maligned and falsely
accused, yet the time will come when these veryma® will be forced to
acknowledge that Jesus is indeed the Son of Godhadhe followers of Jesus are
the ones who truly are blessed. For this reasosheeld not become discouraged or
pessimistic as we journey through life. Ratheruketit all times be reminded of God’s
unspeakable love for us in Christ Jesus, and letaver forget whose we are and
whom we serve. With St. Paul we can say with Clnsboldness: “If God is for us,
who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31).

3:10 “Since you have kept my command to endurempidy, | will also
keep you from the hour of trial that is going tarm upon the whole
world to test those who live on the earth.”

A literal, and perhaps better, translation of fih& part of this verse would be:
“Because you have kept my word of patience....” i€lsr word contains many
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beautiful Gospel promises, comforting us in sorroavsl tribulations, giving us
strength in times of persecution, upholding us mmmants of weakness, and assuring
us that the sufferings of the present cannot bepaoad to the glory which some day
shall be ours. These and many other promises enalie endure all the trials of life
with patience. The Christians in Philadelphia haddnpletely to Christ’'s word. Thus
it should be. Jesus once said: “If you hold to egching, you are really my disciples.
Then you will know the truth, and the truth wilts®u free” (John 8:31-32).

Since the Christians in Philadelphia had keptglesard, Jesus now, purely by
His grace, gives them the promise: “I will also gg@u from the hour of trial that is
going to come upon the whole world to test those e on the earth.”

There have been different interpretations of ‘tloer of trial” to which Jesus
refers. Some say that this is a reference to teatgribulation mentioned in Matt.
24:21, which Jesus said would precede the desiructi Jerusalem; but the siege of
Jerusalem occurred some twenty years before Rewelats written. Others say that
this trial refers to the local persecution of thieri€tians in and around Philadelphia;
but Jesus says that this hour of trial shall cooq@oh the whole world.” Still others
maintain that this refers to the great tribulattbat will follow “the Rapture” (when
all Christians will have been removed from the Banbut, while Jesus does promise
to keep His believers from harm, He does not sayhor to the great tribulation He
will take His believers out of this world. Recalhat Jesus said to the heavenly Father
in His High-priestly prayer: “My prayer is not thabu take them out of the world but
that you protect them from the evil one” (John 5J:1in the light of all these
considerations, we conclude that “the hour of 'trigl a reference to the great
tribulations that will occur prior to the end oftlworld.

This period of trial will “come upon the whole Warto test those who live on
the earth.” The expression “those who live on thghg occurs quite frequently in
Revelation; and each time it refers to the non-<iams, the unbelievers. Thus, while
this “hour of trial” will come upon the whole wotld is intended to test the ungodly.
The true believers, however, have the promise sfisi¢hat He will protect His own
from all harm.

On our journey through life, it certainly is a soel of immeasurable comfort to
us to know that we have Jesus with us, not onlguide and to lead us, but also to
guard and protect us. In His care and under Hichfalt eye, there is absolutely
nothing that “will be able to separate us from libve of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord” (Rom. 8:39).
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3:11 “l am coming soon. Hold on to what you ha@that no one will
take your crown.”

Jesus says, “I am coming soon;” and since ned0p Zears have come and
gone since these words were spoken and writtemayebe inclined to ask: “What is
the meaning of the word ‘soon?” From our pointvaw, this may seem to be a long
time; but from the perspective of God, in whosédnsgy thousand years are like a day
that has just gone by, Christ’s return will be souteed.

In the light of His impending return, the exhoidatwhich Jesus gives to the
Christians in Philadelphia and also to us is vesgrapriate: “Hold on to what you
have, so that no one will take your crown.”

And what do we and all true Christians have? Oh.ane rich beyond degree!
Just think of all the spiritual blessings which edeen given to us and which we now
enjoy, - God’s Word in its truth and purity, ourvsay faith in the Triune God, the
complete pardon of all our sins, our exalted positas the adopted sons and
daughters of God, the assurance of eternal lifehm Father's house of many
mansions, - and so we could go on indefinitely. Waa abundance of spiritual
blessings we have as a result of God’s great ladegsace! Now let's hold on to what
we have! To lose the crown is to lose the life reaér

It is not an easy struggle. The enemies we faeevanous and powerful.
Foremost among them is the devil who “prowls arolikel a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). Then, let us matevestimate the power of the
world and our own sinful flesh. How easily we cam lblled into carelessness and
indifference, how easily we can be lured into herasd false security! “So, if you
think you are standing firm, be careful that youn'ddall! (1 Cor. 10:12). Christians
must realize that it is possible to lose the croWmerefore, we must hold on to what
we have. With the aid of God’s Holy Spirit, letds just that!

3:12-13 “Him who overcomes | will make a pillar the

temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. illwrite on

him the name of my God and the name of the citynpiGod, the
new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heavemfmy
God; and | will also write on him my new name. Heoahas an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the dmesc”

What a glorious future is in store for every fahChristian who “holds on,”
and who “overcomes” and emerges victorious! Jeays that He will make him “a
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pillar in the temple of my God.” A pillar remainshere it is, - a symbol of security
and strength. This means that a believer's pladeesven is permanent; he will be
forever in the presence of God. Never again willdave the heavenly abode.

The faithful believer will also have a threefoldme written on him: the name
of God the Father, the name of the heavenly Jamsand the new name of Christ.
Since the writing of one’s name on anything denotggership, what does the three-
fold name mean for the Christian? It means thab#lever, by faith in Christ Jesus,
will be forever in the hands of God, belonging todit means that he will be forever
a citizen of the heavenly Jerusalem, the new Jennsaoming down out of heaven
from God; and finally, it means that the Christiail share in the new name of
Christ. Having gained the victory over sin, deatldl ¢ghe devil, we are told that God
the Father exalted Jesus “and gave Him the nameésthbove every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaveopraedrth and under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lortha@alory of God the Father” (Phil.
2:9-11). Now He is King of kings and Lord of lords)d all who faithfully confess the
name of Jesus Christ will share in the glory ot thew name and will live and reign
with Christ throughout eternity.

Whoever has an ear, let him hear and heed welhtleissage of the Holy Spirit.
The prize is worth it! But remember, it is a rewafdyrace, not of merit.

The Letter To Laodicea
9:14 *“To the angel of the church in Laodicea writkese are the words of the
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler @fd® creation.”

Laodicea, the city of the wealthy, was known natyoas a great banking
center, but it also boasted a medical school agghaasium furnished with baths. Its
people were people of luxury and were accustomede mor less, to lives of ease.

From a reference made in Col. 4:12-16, we ardnedlto conclude that the
congregation in this city perhaps was founded by enmore of Paul's co-workers.
There is the possibility that it could have beemipas. At any rate, the Apostle Paul
had an interest in this congregation and was antpaipersonally with some of its
members.

In addressing this congregation, Jesus descrilmasdlf as “the Amen,” “the
faithful and true witness,” and “the ruler of Godiseation.” The word “Amen”
implies absolute truthfulness; and when we say dhits,” we mean that the
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truthfulness of Jesus cannot be questioned or eéebade is “the Amen,” truth

personified, the “truthful One,” as He alsoemphedizn the days of His earthly
sojourn when He said: “I am the way and the truttl the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me” (John 14:6).

Jesus further identifies Himself as “the faithdinld true witness.” His testimony
cannot be doubted, but is perfectly true. Therefooeight to be received with eager
and believing hearts. We expect of witnessesfadh we demand of witnesses, - that
they tell the facts as they have seen or heard,thaththat they do not withhold the
truth. However, we know that many earthly witnesge® false testimony and thus
become quilty of perjury. Jesus, on the other hasd “genuine witness;” there
definitely is nothing spurious about Him or Histte®ny. In the Gospel according to
St. John we are told: “No one has ever seen Gddsbd the One and Only, who is at
the Father’s side, has made him known” (John 1:18).

Finally, Jesus calls Himself “the ruler of God'seation.” The Greek word
employed here can mean either “ruler” or “begindinGrammatically speaking,
therefore, the phrase could read “the ruler ofdteation of God,” or it could read
“the beginning of the creation of God.” Jehovah’&#nd'sses have chosen to accept
the latter translation to prove that Jesus wastededy God. Such a translation,
however, definitely robs Jesus of His deity, anadampletely contrary to the clear
teachings of Sacred Scripture. We call your atbento the opening verses of St.
John’s Gospel where it is said of Jesus, the Wtndthe beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.wds with God in the
beginning. Through him all things were made; withioiin nothing was made that has
been made” (John 1:1-3). And in Col. 1:16 it idsaf Christ: “For by him all things
were created.” In the light of these and many othhesir passages of Scripture, we are
compelled to accept the translation that Jesuthes ruler of God’s creation,” - He is
the active source of the creation; yes, He is thmighty One, the Creator and Ruler
of all things. He is true God, together with theitea and the Holy Spirit!

3:15-16 “I know your deeds, that you are neitheld cnor
hot. | wish you were either one or the other! Se;ause you are
lukewarm — neither hot nor cold - | am about td gpu out of my
mouth.”

People often are known and characterized by themds. Hence, Jesus says to
the members of this congregation in Laodicea: “bwnyour deeds, that you are
neither cold nor hot.”
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The members of this congregation were not “cofds’ those in the state of
coldness do not even profess to be Christiand! faimess, it must be said that those
who are “cold” at least are not hypocrites; for bgyptes are people who pretend to be
Christians when they are not. Those in the stateotiiness openly declare that they
care nothing for the Christian Church, and theyohlisly refuse to have anything to
do with the Christian religion. The unconverted vere untouched by the Gospel, the
manifest and outspoken unbeliever, the infidels wpenly deny and ridicule the
Bible, people in whose hearts there glows not evespark of love for the Savior, -
they are the cold. Certainly, the members of thedi@an church could not be placed
into this class.

But neither were they “hot.” The people who aret"hare those who believe
the Gospel message with all their heart and mirdlsaul, - all those who sincerely
love Jesus and His Word and His Church, - all tivaise constantly seek to do all that
they possibly can for the dear Savior and His lelédsngdom. These people likewise
are not hypocrites, professing to be Christiansnnheeality they are not. Those who
are “hot” mean what they profess. They are sindeseiples of Jesus, - people who
are willing to endure whatever scorn and ridichle world heaps upon them because
of their faith in Christ, - people who enthusiaalig say with all their heart, “I love
the house where you live, 0 Lord, the place whena glory dwells” (Psalm 26:8), -
people who devoutly exclaim, “I have been crucifieith Christ and | no longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the badylive by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:2@Q)eople who look to the cross on
Calvary’s hill and with heartfelt gratitude confe$sod made him who had no sin to
be sin for us, so that in him we might become ihleteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21),
- those are the people who are “hot.” But, sadatg seither could the members of the
Laodicean church be placed into this category.

Instead, Jesus says to them: “You are lukewarether hot nor cold.” Jesus
adds that He wished they were one or the othere&dgt then there would be no
hypocrisy. But now, being neither hot nor cold ytkeere only lukewarm, They called
themselves Christians; they had been baptized; hhdymade a verbal profession of
their faith and had become members of the congmegdbut that was about all. Their
hearts were void of any true love for Jesus; they &n attitude of indifference with
regard to spiritual matters; and they showed nbzea and enthusiasm for doing the
Lord’s work. A self-satisfied and complacent sethgfpocrites, - that is what they
amounted to in the sight of the Lord.

This nauseous condition filled the Lord Jesus witer disgust. If you desire a
cup of hot tea, you want it hot. If you desire asgl of iced tea, you want it cold. You
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do not want tea that is neither hot nor cold, bolydukewarm. Drinking such
lukewarm tea sometimes can produce a sick feelingnie’s stomach. Something
similar to this, perhaps, is what Jesus had in nwhdn He said to these Laodicean
members: “So, because you are lukewarm - neithentiocold - | am about to spit
you out of my mouth.”

Yet, even for this lukewarm church, the day ofcgr&aad not ended. Observe
that Jesus says: ‘Il am about to spit you out ofmopth.” He had not as yet utterly
rejected them. There still was time and opportufaty repentance; the door to the
kingdom still was open. Praise be to God for Hisgmee and long-suffering!

3:17-18 “You say, ‘| am rich; | have acquired whand do
not need a thing. 'But you do not realize that yoa wretched,
pitiful, poor, blind and naked. | counsel you toylftom me gold
refined in the fire, so you can become rich; andtevblothes to
wear, so you can cover your shameful nakednesssalnd to put
on your eyes, so you can see."

The members in Laodicea boasted of their greaes@nd prided themselves in
the fact that they did not need anything. Whethess¢ words refer to their material
wealth or to their supposed spiritual wealth, wentd say. Perhaps they refer to both.

On the one hand, we know that Laodicea was aemslly prosperous city and
that its inhabitants enjoyed great wealth. Suréie members of the Laodicean
congregation also shared in this wealth; and perhiagy felt that their money could
purchase whatever they desired, and that consdgutttgy were in need of nothing.
Worst of all, it may have caused them to feel amtly self-sufficient. We know from
history and experience that material wealth ail ¢ften has caused people to forget
God and to neglect the needs of the soul.

On the other hand, the boast of the Laodicean rassnthat they were rich
could refer also to their supposed spiritual weakhey may have felt that they
possessed an abundance of spiritual knowledgenandhtey stood in need of nothing.
Priding themselves in their outward morality, thegy have entertained the thought
that since they were active in the community and Ki@e reputation of being
respectable and decent people, they deserved GBtabsing and were entitled to a
place in heaven. Their self-sufficiency caused thentose sight of their need of
God’'s grace and forgiveness, just as there are mianghe church today who
apparently are perfectly content with their emptyralism and their barren
rationalism.
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In either case, it is evident that this congrematdisplayed an attitude of
indifference and self-satisfaction. Therefore oord, in His eagerness to seek and to
save, reminds these Laodiceans of their true donditelling them: “You do not
realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, bliaad naked.” And having given them
this honest evaluation of their spiritual conditiadhe loving Savior also tells them
how their problems could be solved and how theeagrspiritual needs could be
satisfied.

He says: “I counsel you to buy from me gold refine the fire, so you can
become rich; and white clothes to wear, so youamer your shameful nakedness;
and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.’edexy all these wonderful things
mentioned by Jesus are priceless and cannot bégsad with any amount of gold
and silver. Why, then, does Jesus say: “I counselty buy from me....?" We have a
similar invitation in Isaiah 55:1, where we rea@ome, all you who are thirsty, come
to the waters; and you who have no money, come abdyeat! Come, buy wine and
milkwithout money and without cost.” Buy for notlginThat is the strange, wonderful
Gospel buying. It is all free! What boundless larel mercy on the part of God! And
thus it must be, because we have nothing with whachuy; and also, because the
things we are counseled to buy are priceless.

Since Laodicea was a prominent banking centeratsalhad a mint within the
confines of the city, Jesus, by way of contrashpps, is motivated first of all to say
to the members of this congregation: “I counsel ymiuy from me gold refined in
the fire, so you can become rich.” Before procegdiny further, we would like to
call your attention to these words in 1 Peter 1:8+¥ this you greatly rejoice, though
now for a little while you may have had to sufferef in all kinds of trials. These
have come so that your faith - of greater wortintbald, which perishes even though
refined by fire - may be proved genuine.....” I light of these words, we feel that
the refined gold which Jesus counsels the Laodgc&abuy from Him is pure, sound,
genuine faith, - something which they so desperateéded.

And indeed, blessed and wealthy beyond degreeery @erson who possesses
the true and saving faith in Christ! For by faithChrist he has the assurance of sins
forgiven, of peace with God, of deliverance fronattbeand the devil, and of eternal
life in the hereafter, However, this faith, - faora precious than gold, - can come
only from God. It cannot be purchased with any amdiaaf material wealth; nor can
we obtain it by our own reason and strength. Bl the Holy Spirit who through
Word and Sacrament creates this faith in our heatiswho, through these Means of
Grace, also sustains and preserves us in thisgsfaith unto our end.
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Furthermore, in Laodicea exclusive garments weamufactured and sold, -
beautiful, costly, raven-black garments, which wexald-renowned. But in spite of
the fact that the Laodiceans manufactured and psedeand sold these precious
garments, Jesus tells them that they were nakeditually naked. No man-made
clothing, no gorgeous robe, however precious arstlyjcacan serve as a covering for
sin. If the members of the Laodicean church werketdit for the society of heaven,
they must heed the advice of Jesus: “I counseltgdauy from me... white clothes to
wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness.”

There is only one robe that can cover our siresetlis only one robe that can
cover our “shameful nakedness,” and that is theipus, white robe of Jesus’ blood
and righteousness, - that robe which was procwedd and all sinners through the
blood and death of the Son of God on Calvary’s elaekl hill. White is the symbol of
holiness and purity; and only when we by faith eahed in that pure and spotless
garment can we hope to stand before the thronarotod.

Finally, there was a medical school in Laodiceamhan eye salve had been
developed for weak and diseased eyes. Howevemyvtiiknown salve could not help
these lukewarm members, who were on the brink ippisig back into spiritual
darkness and blindness, - the state, or conditiowhich every person by nature finds
himself. Therefore, Jesus counsels them to buy tdomm that eye salve which alone
can heal people of their spiritual blindness. T9at/e is the spiritual illumination of
the Holy Spirit, who through the Gospel opens opgseto behold the beauty of our
salvation in Christ Jesus. When men and women lggesl to the preaching of God's
Word, then the Holy Spirit enters their hearts; gmdugh His gracious operation, He
leads them to see with the eyes of faith all tlesg&ihgs which Jesus has procured for
them, and at the same time He causes their coltisheabecome warm with true love
for the Savior, May the Holy Spirit always dispélteaces of spiritual darkness from
our eyes!

3:19-20 “Those whom | love | rebuke and discipli&® be
earnest, and repent. Here | am! | stand at the dndrknock. If
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | wileem and eat
with him, and he with me.”

The words which the Lord in this letter addressedthe congregation in
Laodicea were exceptionally harsh, but they wemmmpted by genuine love. He
could not overlook their lukewarm attitude, nor kkbkie condone their sinful ways.
Accordingly, He reminds them: “Those whom | loveebuke and discipline.”
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Many similar passages could be quoted from Saeptin Job 5:17 we read:
“Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do ngpide the discipline of the
Almighty.” In Prov. 3:11-12 we have this exhortatid’My son, do not despise the
Lord’s discipline and do not resent his rebuke,dose the Lord disciplines those he
loves, as a father the son he delights in.” ThesipaPaul remarks: “When we are
judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined sd tha will not be condemned with
the world” (1 Cor. 11:32). And in Heb. 12:7-10 wee dold: “Endure hardship as
discipline; God is treating you as sons. For wihatis not disciplined by his father? If
you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoesplise), then you are illegitimate
children and not true sons. Moreover, we haveadl human fathers who disciplined
us and we respected them for it. How much more ldhwa submit to the Father of
our spirits and live! Our fathers disciplined us &little while as they thought best;
but God disciplines us for our good, that we magrshn his holiness.”

From these and other passages, two points becemevident: (1) The Lord’s
discipline is always administered in love; and K3 discipline is always designed to
benefit us. Thus, He not only says to the Laodisgahhose whom | love | rebuke
and discipline,” but He also adds the exhortatit8o be earnest and repent.” “Be
earnest,” - take this matter seriously! “And repentepent at once and once for all of
your indifference and lukewarmness!

We now come to a very familiar and heart-warmingne. The Savior says:
“Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If argdrears my voice and opens the
door, | will come in and eat with him, and he witle.” It is the sinner's hour of
grace. The sinner’s Friend stands at the door amatKks. The thought is simply
overwhelming!

The Gospel calls for the heart to open the doaswéVer, we want to
emphasize that there is no synergism taught hgranaBure man does not have the
power and ability to respond and open the doornp&re teaches that by nature man
Is spiritually dead and therefore can do nothingat@ his conversion and salvation.
The power which makes it possible for man to redpls in the Gospel invitation
and the work of the Holy Spirit, and not in theurat will of man.

Permit an illustration. When Jesus stood at thebtof Lazarus and issued the
command, “Lazarus, come out!l,” Lazarus came foBb. you for one moment
suppose that Lazarus came out of that grave bywis power, or that perhaps he
cooperated in restoring life to his physically deadl decaying body? Definitely not!
The Word of Jesus, “Come out,” carried with it ffever of the Lord to respond. So
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also spiritually. The Gospel invitation to open thaor is a word of Almighty God,
and inherent in that Word of God is the power terofhe door and admit the Savior
into our heart and life.

Blessed is every person into whose heart andndeSavior has been admitted.
Jesus says: “If anyone hears my voice and opendate | will come in and eat with
him, and he with me.” The picture of dining togetitescribes the wonderful
fellowship between Christ and the believer, whiagkgibs here in time and will
continue throughout eternity. The Lord Jesus is@arto share with the believer all
the blessings of His love. During His earthly minis Jesus gave His disciples a
similar invitation and promise when He said to théthanyone loves me, he will
obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and wiél wome to him and make our
home with him” (John 14:23). 26

3:21-22 “To him who overcomes, | will give the lnigto sit
with me on my throne, just as | overcame and sandwith my
Father on his throne, He who has an ear, let hiar dhat the
Spirit says to the churches.”

To him who is victorious in the battle against aimd Satan, Christ will give the
privilege to sit with Him on His throne, - a figuikee way of promising the believer
that he will reign with Christ. St. Paul stateghis: “If we endure, we will also reign
with Him” (2 Tim. 2:12). This is the climax of whaiur being made a kingdom
means. We shall take part in the glory and triurop&hrist.

Christ ascended to heaven and sat down at thehagid of majesty and power.
When a believer passes through temporal death,ilhbave the privilege of sitting
on the throne in company with Christ. Yes, he witijoy the most intimate and
blessed fellowship with the Savior throughout atgrlo human tongue is able to
describe this exaltation. But remember, Jesus saywill give” this right, this
privilege. It will be a pure gift of His grace Hehw has an ear, let him take this
message to heart.
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