Chapter 4
The Vision of The Seven Seals
(Rev. 4:1-7:17)

TheThrone

4:1  After this | looked, and there before me wadoar standing open in
heaven. And the voice | had first heard speakinghélike a trumpet
said, “Come up here, and | will show you what ntake place after this.

”

“After this,” that is, after the dictation of theeven letters to the seven
churches, John looked; and there before him wasoa standing open, revealing the
interior of heaven. Almost simultaneously, Johnrtea voice speaking to him. This
voice, which resembled the sound of a trumpet, thassame voice that the Apostle
John heard at the beginning of the first visiori@}: This voice, which was the voice
of the Lord, extended the invitation to John: “Coamehere, and | will show you what
must take place after this.” What an experience thast have been! We mention
several things here that attract our attention.

In the first place, it is significant to note onegain that we can know
absolutely nothing of future events except thatohhsod is pleased to reveal to us.
These events are hidden behind a veil, as it werd, God opens the door. Here God
opened the door, not only to let John catch a glenpf heaven, but also to show him
events that must transpire before the end of elgth

It is interesting to note also that the invitatgimen to John, “Come up here,” is
similar to the call which God extended to Mosesi@and the children of Israel were
assembled at the foot of Mount Sinai. At that tiGed summoned Moses to the
mountaintop, where He revealed to him the divinevL&hich Moses in turn was to
deliver to the Children of Israel. Similarly, Jolsnsummoned to heaven’s open door
that certain things and certain events might beakd to him, which John, in turn,
was to make known to the people of God.

We believe it is important to emphasize that wla@in saw and recorded was
not the result of speculation, but was the resutegelation. John did not engage in
“guessing.” He recorded only what God revealedito and what God told him to
record.
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When the Lord said of these events that they “rtalst place,” we realize that
God alone knows the future, and that He knowssit &#s clearly as He knows the past
and the present. Futhermore, when He says that thegys must take place, they will
take place. Of that we can be absolutely sure!

4:2-3 At once | was in the Spirit, and there before was a throne in heaven
with someone sitting on it. And the one who satdhead the appearance
of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling memld, encircled the
throne.

“At once,” says John, “l was in the spirit.” He svan a state of spiritual
exaltation, a “state of heightened spiritual awessy’ hearing and seeing things
which normally are not seen and heard. It was & sthout which men like to
speculate; but they will never really know. We miosar in mind that we are dealing
here with something that belongs in the categoryhef supernatural. The Apostle
Paul, who had a similar experience and was caugibuhe third heaven, simply
states: “Whether it was in the body or out of tieeyl do not know - God knows” (2
Cor. 12:2).

In this ecstatic state John saw “a throne in heavieh someone sitting on it.”

The throne is symbolical of power and authorityg &ms picture of God sitting on the
throne expresses the infinite power and dominioGad, as the Psalmist also affirms
when he says: “God reigns over the nations; Gogk&ed on his holy throne” (Ps.
47:8). And again we read: “The Lord established thione in heaven, and his
kingdom rules over all” (Ps. 103:19). To put itdfly, this is what John says: “At
once | was in the spirit; and behold, | saw Go@, dmnipotent, the almighty One
ruling over all things.”

In 1 Tim. 6:6, we are told that God “lives in upapachable light, whom no
one has seen or can see.” Consequently, thereodraman features that can be used
to describe God. The dazzling, brilliant light esfled from the precious stones
symbolizes the glory and majesty of the Lord. Wkethe colors of the various gems
have any particular, symbolical meaning, we aréblento say. John merely states that
the occupant of the throne, who is God, “had th@eapance of jasper and carnelian.”
It may be that the translucent, diamond-like jaspenbolizes His glorious holiness;
while the red carnelian signifies His justice, dtrilaute displayed in pardoning as
well as in punishing. God is just in pardoning $imner, because God laid on His Son
the sins of the whole world; and in His Son Godiglhed every sin of every human
being. Now God’s justice is satisfied, and God gastly declare every sinner
pardoned. But God'’s justice is revealed also inptisishment inflicted on those who
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reject Jesus Christ and the pardon Christ has @donethem. He who believes not
shall be damned, - and that is a just verdict.

John relates also that “a rainbow, resemblingraerald, encircled the throne.”
You will recall that originally the rainbow was tlsign of the covenant which God
made with Noah and his descendants, namely, thavdigd never again destroy all
life by the waters of a flood. (Gen. 9:8-17). Thhe emerald-like rainbow encircling
the throne of God is a reminder and a symbol ofdbsenant of grace which God
made with us in Christ Jesus, - the everlastingnme that if we accept Christ in true
faith, we shall be the children of God and the $eir eternal salvation. The green in
the rainbow may be regarded as a symbol of Godlisfiéness to all His promises.

4:4  Surrounding the throne were twenty-four ottilgones, and seated on
them were twenty-four elders. They were dressedvinte and had
crowns of gold on their heads.

John sees several groups surrounding the thrars. fre mentions the twenty-
four elders. To explain who these are, we shouldsicer that there were twelve
patriarchs in the Old Testament, from whom the ¥edtibes of Israel descended.
These were God’s Old Testament people. In the Nestaiment we have the twelve
Apostles, who at times were also called “elders)d ahey symbolize the New
Testament Church. Adding the two together, we héeetwenty-four elders, who
represent the entire Church of God, both in the Dédtament and in the New
Testament, - the fellowship of all true believer<ihrist of all times and in all ages.

There is only one way to eternal salvation, arat th through faith in Christ
Jesus. Basically, the only difference between tha Tstament believers and the
New Testament believers consisted in this, that@ta Testament people of God
looked forward in faith to the Christ who was tone® while the New Testament
Christians look back with the eyes of faith to @lerist who has come. In either case,
whether people lived in the Old Testament era, loether they live in the age of the
New Testament, for all alike there was and is amlg way to eternal salvation and
that is through faith in Christ Jesus, the crudifend risen Lord, the world’s only
Savior and Redeemer.

These twenty-four elders, who represent the e@rerch of God, are seen as
sitting on twenty-four thrones. This is a referet@éhe promise which Jesus made a
number of times, namely, that all faithful Chrisigawill reign with Him in glory. The
statement that they are seated around the throBeafignifies their relation to God,
their nearness to Him. The Church at all times ynjmost intimate fellowship with
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God.

John furthermore notes that the twenty-four eldeese dressed in white and
that they had crowns of gold on their heads. Thammg of this is clear. The true
believers, represented by the twenty-four eldews cleansed with the blood of Jesus
Christ and thus are clothed with the white garneér@hrist’s righteousness, which is
theirs through faith in Christ. The crowns of gold their heads signify the honor and
authority given them by God, as well as the glohjiclh they will enjoy with Him, -
the immortal and unfailing glory of heaven.

4:5-6a From the throne came flashes of lightning)blings and peals of
thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were lgaZihese are
the seven spirits of God. Also before the throrerdhwas what
looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.

Having viewed the twenty-four elders on the tweioyr thrones, John now
observed “flashes of lightning, rumblings and pedlshunder” proceeding from the
throne. These are symbolic of the awesome majestypawer of God. In Scripture,
particularly in the Old Testament, we find that Godappearance often is
accompanied by an unusual display of sounds andssig dramatic example of this
we find in Exodus 19:16-19, where we read: “On it@rning of the third day there
was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud owlee mountain, and a very loud
trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. TMeses led the people out of the
camp to meet with God, and they stood at the fédhe® mountain. Mount Sinai was
covered with smoke, because the Lord descendetimfire. The smoke billowed up
from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole moumt&tembled violently, and the
sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder.”

The seven lamps blazing before the throne ardifeélshimmediately as “the
seven spirits of God.” This is Revelation’s wayda#scribing the Holy Spirit, - “the
sevenfold Spirit,” - the number “seven” symboliziagmpleteness and perfection.
God sends forth His Holy Spirit to perform His vemyportant mission in the world
(John 16:8-11). During His earthly ministry Jesasathis promise to His disciples:
“The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fathell wend in my name, will teach
you all things and will remind you of everythinghéive said to you” (John 14:26).
And in John 15:26, Jesus says: “When the Counselmes, whom | will send to you
from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes aoni the Father, he will testify about
me.” Praise God for all the spiritual enlightenmémit comes to us from the Holy
Spirit!
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Before the throne of God John also saw “what lddkee a sea of glass, clear
as crystal.” This perhaps symbolizes the beautthefLord’s glory and the peaceful
beauty of His rule. Can you imagine how this criystaar sea of glass would reflect
the lights, as well as the colors of the varioumgieand thus magnify the already
indescribable beauty of the scene which John waslgged to behold? Then, too,
does not this “sea of glass” tend to produce ahsogteffect? The fact that this “sea”
Is smooth, completely calm, seems to suggest thist s symbolical of the
undisturbed peace existing in heaven and in theepee of God. And the added
phrase that the sea is “clear as crystal” mightigighat in God’s presence there is no
pollution of any kind. All is pure, all is peacefall is perfect!

4:6b-8 In the center, around the throne, were fumg creatures, and
they were covered with eyes, in front and in badike first living
creature was like a lion, the second was like artlexthird had a
face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eadtach of the
four living creatures had six wings and was covevét eyes alt
around, even under his wings. Day and night theyenetop
saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almightyyho was,
and is, and is to come.”

In the center, close to the throne, John saw dhe living creatures. When it
comes to identifying these four living creaturess wealize that we are facing a
difficult problem, since commentators have many amaded interpretations. Our
personal conviction, however, is that they are fangels of high rank. Ezekiel, in his
vision of the glory of the Lord (Ezek. 1:4-28), alsaw four living creatures, whom,
later on in his vision, he identified as cherublzék. 10:20). Since the symbolism in
Revelation in many ways is similar to that in theian of Ezekiel, we feel that to
regard the four living creatures in Revelation herabim is indeed justifiable, These
four living creatures “were covered with eyes, fiont and in back;” and a little later
we are told that each of these four living beingss covered with eyes all around,
even under his wings.” This signifies their ability see in every direction, both
backward and forward, both around and within. Naghescapes their attention. Their
eyes can be found continually on the Lord and His and at the same time, they can
watch everything that transpires in heaven andastheThus they are well-equipped
and well qualified to serve as God’'s agents, w@ilizby the Almighty both in
governing the world and especially also in protertHis people and the servants of
the Most High.

We are told furthermore: “The first living creagduwas like a lion, the second
was like an ox, the third had a face like a maa,fdurth was like a flying eagle.” If
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these four living beings are God’s agents, throwglom He governs the world, then
these four different heads or faces might well sytmb the four major divisions of
God'’s creation, or life on earth: (1) the wild bisaghe lion); (2) the domestic animals
(the ox); (3) man, the crowning work of God'’s creaf and, (4) the birds (the flying
eagle). Through the four living beings God contadldacets of His creation.

Next, we are told that “each of the four livingeatures had six wings.” What
these six wings represent or symbolize we are olok in Revelation. Generally
speaking, wings seem to symbolize swiftness inygagrout God’s will concerning
the rule and control of the universe. In Isaiahi&®on (Is. 6:1-2), each of the angelic
beings (also called “seraphs”) likewise had sixgginand there we are told that with
two wings they covered their faces (perhaps becassereatures, they could not gaze
directly at the bright and shining glory of God)ittwtwo wings they covered their
feet (perhaps to signify their humility and revezey and with the remaining two
wings they were flying (certainly symbolizing theieadiness and swiftness in
performing the tasks assigned to them by God).

Finally, we are told of these four living beingBay and night they never stop
saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almightwho was, and is, and is to come.”
Here we have described for us the constant actanty ambition of these cherubim.
They do not rest by day or by night. In the greB¢rsanctus,” as it is called, they
continually praise the Triune God: “Holy, holy, fio$ the Lord God Almighty.” It is
He who is omnipotent! It is He who is eternal! $thHle who is the same yesterday,
today and forever! It is He whose coming is immihdine great judgment is at hand!
Thus the glory and praise of the Triune God is stowginually by His angelic beings
in the corridors of heaven. May we, His creaturesehbelow, do likewise! This
thought of giving God eternal honor, praise andrygls expanded further in the
closing verses of this chapter.

4:9-11 Whenever the living creatures give gltngnor and thanks
to him who sits on the throne and who lives foreaed
ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before hirhonsits
on the throne, and worship him who lives foreved awer.
They lay their crowns before the throne and sayou™are
worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and hoaid
power, for you created all things, and by your whley
were created and have their being.”

As the four living creatures sing their hymn o&ige and glory to the Triune
God, they are joined in their doxology by the twefttur elders, who represent the
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Church of all ages. In humility, these elders bawd before the great King of the
universe and worship Him with songs of glory, homamd thanksgiving. They lay
down their golden crowns before the throne, therebwfessing their complete
dependence upon God and the mercy He has shownith@hrist Jesus. At the same
tine, they acknowledge that their victory, theigthihonor and the blessedness that
they enjoy have all come from God, without any tneriworthiness in them.

The twenty-four elders, representing the commumwiogaints, the total number
of all the saved, declare that God is worthy tenee all honor and glory and that it is
right that all power be ascribed to Him. God is thgrof this praise both because He
has created all things and because He upholdsiradig by the word of His power.

As His followers, as members of His Church, letneser lose sight of this
cardinal truth. In this age of skepticism, when raes seeking to explain the origin of
this world and everything in it by advancing alh#ts of evolutionistic theories, - in
this age when men are boasting of their own mighit @ their own great inventions
and accomplishments, - we must always remembergrateful hearts that God is the
Almighty Maker of this world and all things in @nd that He “keeps all things going”
by the word of His power. If He for one moment wlitew His power from this
universe, it would crumble immediately. What iseten a cosmic scale, is true also of
all the endeavors in our daily life. It is as thgaknist declares: “Unless the Lord
builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Usldse Lord watches over the city, the
watchmen stand guard in vain” (Ps. 127:1). Sinceaweeso completely dependent
upon God’s blessing, therefore to God alone musisisebed all honor and glory.

TheLamb And The Scroll

5:1 Then | saw in the right hand of him who sattiee throne a scroll with
writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals.

John now sees in the right hand of God the Fahpapyrus scroll. On the
reverse side of a scroll, where the fibers areicadrtwriting is more difficult than on
the front side. This scroll which John saw in tlamdh of God, however, had writing
on both sides. We regard “the scroll” to be a syiddahe thoughts and deeds of
Almighty God as they are to be executed among nmihthe end of time. To keep
any and all unauthorized people from reading i #ieroll was sealed with seven
seals. Because the contents of this scroll refeorddture events, it was to be a closed
book to men until God Himself chose to reveal datents.

5:2-3 And | saw a mighty angel proclaiming in adovoice, “Who is worthy
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to break the seals and open the scroll?” But noimheaven or on earth
or under the earth could open the scroll or evek Inside it.

We know that all the good angels excel in strenigi this particular angel that
John saw in this vision must have been one of #pea@ally mighty ones. With a
booming voice, he proclaimed the challenge: “Whavisthy to break the seals and
open the scroll?” Or, in other words, “Who thinkst he is qualified either to reveal
or to execute the counsels of God?” And there wasraature in the entire universe
who was able to reveal what God had planned wilangto the future. It is well for
us to remember that the future belongs to God. V@wt wants us to know of the
future, He has revealed to us on the pages of &&xapture. Beyond that, we are
not to venture. Any and all attempts to probe titark apart from God’s revelation is
a gross violation of God’s Law.

5:4-5 | wept and wept because no one was foundwdsworthy to open the
scroll or look inside. Then one of the elders daigne, “Do not weep!
See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root ofibahas triumphed. He
Is able to open the scroll and its seven seals. ”

John wept because no one was worthy to open th# sclook inside, that is,
no one was found who could reveal and execute wiagt written in the scroll. In
view of the violent persecutions that the churcls wa&periencing at that time, John
and his fellow Christians may have wondered whwtitastore for the Church of
Christ; and they may have faced the future witkelibor no hope, fearing perhaps that
the “little flock” was doomed to destruction andatithe Lord would never again
reveal His counsels to men.

As John thus wept over the apparently dark, unknamd uncertain future that
confronted the Church, because no one was foundwelsovorthy to open the scroll,
one of the elders said to John: “Do not weep! ed,ion of the tribe of Judah, the
Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to opendtroll and its seven seals.”

Both of these Old Testament titles, “Lion of thiee of Judah” (Gen. 49:9-10)
and “Root of David” (Is. 11:1, 10), are messiammiature, referring to the conquering
Christ. By His death on Calvary and by His glorisasurrection, Christ already has
triumphed, - He already has emerged victorious every spiritual enemy. There is
therefore nothing to fear, since He has completgrob of the future. He is both
worthy and able to open the scroll and its sevaisse

5:6 Then | saw a Lamb, looking as if it had bekmn, standing in the center
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of the throne, encircled by the four living creasirand the elders. He
had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the spivéa of God sent
out into all the earth.

These next verses further identify the Messiahnkees Him as a Lamb, - a
very familiar term to New Testament Christianstie Old Testament church, lambs
were sacrificial animals. In this vision John saesuk as a Lamb who had the
appearance of having been slain. There can be wiat doat this is a reference to the
Lamb of God, who, through His suffering and deathtloe Cross, has redeemed us
from all sins, from death and from the power of dewil. John the Baptist had called
Him “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of wald” (John 1:29); and the
Apostle Peter affirms that we have been redeemeéith ‘thve precious blood of Christ,
a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Pet. 1:19).

Continuing his description of the Lamb, John sthat He had “seven horns
and seven eyes,” and in the same breath explaatghbse “are the seven spirits of
God sent out into all the earth.” We have heardipusly that “the seven spirits of
God” refer to the Holy Spirit, - the sevenfold Sfpithe perfect and complete Spirit,
who sees and knows all things, even the deep tlih@od. This seven-fold Spirit of
Christ is “sent out into all the earth.”

It is interesting to note that here the Holy Spsgiportrayed as the seven horns
and the seven eyes of the Lamb. This surely contleydruth that the Holy Spirit
proceeds from both the Father and the Son; anah @igiai stated that He is sent forth
into all the earth to accomplish His mission, easnlesus had promised: “When the
Counselor comes, whom | will send to you from tlaghiér, the Spirit of truth, who
goes out from the Father, he will testify about rihn 15:26).

5:7-8 He came and took the scroll from the righudh of him who sat on the
throne. And when he had taken it, the four livingatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Eacte had a harp and
they were holding golden bowls full of incense, gfhare the prayers of
the saints.

Since Christ alone was worthy to open the sckd,took the scroll from the
hand of His heavenly Father. Thus Jesus, accotdiliis human nature, became the
recipient of the full majesty and power of God amahow in complete control of the
future. The Father, as it were, gave the sealaull sxfrHis eternal counsels to Jesus,
who gladly took it into His hands: for He delightsreveal and carry out the will of
His Father and to bring to fulfillment God’s plandaintention for the world.
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As Jesus received the scroll from His heavenlhéraiall heaven broke forth in
worship and praise. First the four living creatuneged with the twenty-four elders in
bringing homage to the Lamb who was slain. Thelydelwn before Him and gave
Him the same devotion and honor that previously th&d given to God the Father.
That was perfectly proper, for during the courseHig earthly ministry Jesus had
said: “Moreover, the Father judges no one, butdmristed all judgment to the Son,
that all may honor the Son just as they honor #éwladf. He who does not honor the
Son does not honor the Father, who sent Him.” (30Bg-23).

We are told further that each of the four livingatures and the twenty-four
elders had a harp, - no doubt, the instrument wgealccompany their songs and
hymns of praise: and each also held a golden balWbf incense, which is identified
as the prayers of the saints. (By the way, isn& keautiful and comforting truth to
know that when we Christians here below presenpoayers and petitions before the
throne of grace, we are, as it were, joined in algisof worship by the saints above?)
Thus this vision in which the four living creaturasd the twenty-four elders not only
give to Jesus, the Lamb, divine honor and glory,di&p present to Him their prayers,
is in accord with what we confess of Jesus in thesles’ Creed: “He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Famaighty.”

5:9-10 And they sang a new song: “You are worthtake the scroll and
to open its seals, because You were slain, andywiih blood you
purchased men for God from every tribe and lang@egkepeople
and nation. You have made them to be a kingdompaiedts to
serve our God, and they will reign on the earth. ”

The four living creatures and the twenty-four eddbegan the doxology by
singing “a new song,” - a song of praise for thiwa#on which God has prepared, - a
song that will never grow old, — a song that muestan be forgotten or omitted in the
Church.

The first part of this song declares that Jedwes] amb of God, was worthy to
take the scroll and open its seals because He ikkad glis life as a perfect and all-
sufficient payment for the sins of the world. Byedding His holy, precious blood, -
and what a staggering price that was, - He “pumthasen for God from every tribe
and language and people and nation.” We take rfaigeedfact that we have here no
racial discrimination whatsoever.

While it is true that Christ died for all peoplet we know from clear passages

——
|_\
o

| —




of Scripture that only those who, by a Spirit-wrbti¢pith, have accepted Christ and
the salvation He offers really belong to God. Thieskevers Christ has made “to be a
kingdom” and has given them a position of authordtyst think of it! All believers in
Christ constitute a kingdom: and as such, “they veilgn on the earth,” - they are
partakers in Christ’s rule of the world. What ambd

But still more! Christ has also made all believgsests to serve our God.”
We recall that the people of God in the Old Testaneeuld not offer their sacrifices
or approach God directly, but had to do so throtighduly-appointed priests. Now,
however, since Christ has made the one perfecifisacfor the sins of the world,
there is no further need of intermediaries. Alliéetrs can now approach God
directly, because Christ has made all believerests to serve our God.” Indeed, they
are a “royal priesthood” (1Pet. 2:9). God grantt twe and all believers may ever
show our gratitude to Him, who has bestowed suafh Honors upon us, by
continually worshiping and serving Him, even as husts of heaven worship and
serve Him!

5:11-12 Then | looked and heard the voice of mangels, numbering
thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand timdldasand.
They encircled the throne and the living creatuned the elders.
In a loud voice they sang: “Worthy is the Lamb, whas slain, to
receive power and wealth and wisdom and strengdrhanor and
glory and praise. ”

The doxology begun by the Church (the twenty-felders), was continued by
the angels, who surrounded the throne and thelifdng creatures and the twenty-
four elders. John gives their number as “thousampads thousands, and ten thousand
times ten thousand,” - signifying an indefinitelyde number.

They, too, joined in praising the Lamb. Thoughyttieemselves did not need a
Savior, since they are without sin, yet they regoic the redemption and salvation
which Jesus procured for all sinners. To this dagmains true that “there is rejoicing
in the presence of the angels of God over one swhe repents” (Luke 15:10). We
note, too, that these millions of angels also iaifid that Jesus, by virtue of His death,
was worthy “to receive power and wealth and wisdamd strength and honor and
glory and praise,” - the great gifts which He rgedi at the time of His exaltation.

5:13-14 Then | heard every creature in heavenoanearth and under the
earth and on the sea, and all that is in themjrggngTo Him who
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise andrhand glory
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and power, forever and ever!” The four living crgats said,
“Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

Finally, John witnessed all creation joining ttegmphony of praise and
confessing that blessing and honor and glory anvdepdelong to the Father and to
the Son forever and ever. Thus the praise of GmdAtmighty Creator, and the praise
of Jesus, the world’'s only Redeemer, are blende@ inymn that will resound
throughout eternity.

The four living beings said, “Amen,” - truly, tgyl so shall it be! And the
twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped. Whdtteautiful service of worship and
praise John had been privileged to withess! Andahave seen the sealed scroll pass
from the hand of the Creator into the hand of tedd&mer. Now everything is ready
for the opening of the seven seals.

The Seals

6:1 | watched as the Lamb opened the first ofsiaeen seals. Then | heard
one of the four living creatures say in a voice likunder, “Come!”

We note that there are three sevenfold seriesidgments in Revelation. In
addition to the seven seals, there are also thensewympets and the seven bowls. We
must not regard these three series of judgmente@sring in chronological order.
Rather, each series covers the entire New Testasranfrom its beginning until
judgment day, but each from a different perspectivether words, these three series
parallel one another.

John watched as the Lamb opened the first of ¢hersseals. Then he heard
one of the four living creatures saying in a thuonds voice: “Come!” Is this
command addressed to John or to the rider on tree®dt really is not a big issue.
However, since John was right at hand, it wouldrse®ore likely that the command,
“Come,” was addressed to each of the four horsemen.

6:2 | looked, and there before me was a whitesdiolts rider held a bow,
and he was given a crown, and he rode out as aueomgbent on
conguest.

When it comes to identifying the rider on the whiiorse, there are several
interpretations. Some say that the rider is Chrdhers contend that he is the
Antichrist; and still others maintain that he regmets the spirit of conquest through
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the preaching of God’s Word.

In chapter 19 of Revelation we again meet a ratea white horse; but there
He definitely is identified as Jesus, the King ofgs and Lord of lords. Not so here in
chapter 6. We can say that the description ofither in 6:2 resembles the conquering
Christ as He is depicted in 19:11-21; and so tigisrrin 6:2 could very possibly be
identified as the Antichrist, who both imitateddaspposes Christ. It is his purpose to
resemble Christ and to act like Christ. This migkplain why he is dressed in white
and wears a crown. By his pretense and deceptivdsAwe endeavors to conquer the
hearts and minds of men. How many millions theewaho have fallen prey to his
false teachings and vicious propaganda! The Aposteil had warned the
Thessalonian Christians of this Antichrist whenwrete: “Don’t let anyone deceive
you in any way, for that day will not come untiktlhebellion occurs and the man of
lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to daetiuéie will oppose and exalt
himself over everything that is called God or isrsfoped, so that he sets himself up
in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God " TRess. 2:3-4).

Then, too, we notice that since the other thre¢hef Four Horsemen of the
Apocalypse represent calamities that overtake thedwit would seem only natural
that this first rider should also represent sommefof judgment.

Again, in Matthew 24 Jesus gives us a number grissithat will precede the
end of the world. It is interesting to note thate first four seals we find the same
sequence as in the prophecies of Jesus pertamitigetlast days. There is a unigue
parallelism between Revelation 6 and Matthew 2% Ir{lIRev. 6:2 the white horse =
the false christs in Matt. 24:5. (2) In Rev. 6:84 red horse = the wars and rumors of
wars in Matt. 24:6. (3) In Rev. 6:5-6 the black @ the famines in Matt. 24:7. (4)
In Rev, 6:6-7 the pale horse = the pestilencesait.\24:7.

It might be significant to mention also that theéer on the white horse had a
bow. From Ezekiel 39:3 we learn that the bow iswleapon of Gog, the great enemy
of God’s people in the last days.

As stated before, some interpreters believe tiatitder on the white horse is
Jesus Himself. Others say he represents the wodd-preaching of the Gospel; and
it should be pointed out that among the signs pliegethe end of the world, as given
in Matthew 24, Jesus does say in verse 14: “Thep@8ogf the kingdom will be
preached in the whole world as a testimony to alioms, and then the end will
come.” Could this truth possibly be representedhieyrider on the white horse?
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In the final analysis, therefore, we find it imgdde to reach a definite and
absolutely certain conclusion on this matter. Thestderations that have been given,
however, seem to favor the interpretation thatritier on the white horse represents
the Antichrist and perhaps also all the false Massi

6:3-4 When the Lamb opened the second seal, idhtéee second living
creature say, “Come!” Then another horse cameafigry red one. Its
rider was given power to take peace from the earthto make men slay
each other. To him was given a large sword.

After the Lamb had opened the second seal, Joandhthe second living
creature issue the command, “Come!” And a rideaaed horse came forth. There
can be no doubt that this horse represents warfidtyered color of the horse, - peace
removed from the earth, - men slaying each othire large sword, - yes, everything
in this vision points to war and bloodshed. Thdenihialists interpret this as referring
to a specific war. However, this is a referencesvery war and rumor of war. In
relating the signs that would precede the end efwibrld, Jesus had said: “You will
hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it yoatare not alarmed. Such things
must happen, but the end is still to come” (Madt62.

We note with interest that the rider of this hote&s given power to take
peace from the earth.” Our God is always in congptemtrol of all things. Although
He does not approve of war, yet He will permithiatt it might serve as a judgment.
The large sword also symbolizes divine judgment.

Of course, the sad fact of any and all warfarexigressed in the phrase that
“men slay each other.” Every war is a frightenigng and leaves in its wake
countless tear-stained eyes and bleeding heartaiev#w, while Christians also
experience the heartaches and sorrow caused byyetahey find comfort and hope
in the assurance that our Lord is in complete obind that no war shall ever be able
to destroy His Church. He will cause all thingsyen wars, - to work together for the
good of His believing followers. May we never Iasght of this consoling truth as we
continue our journey through life!

6:5-6 When the Lamb opened the third seal, | héaedthird living creature
say, “Come!” | looked, and there before me wasazlbhorse! Its rider
was holding a pair of scales in his hand. Thenaréhevhat sounded like
a voice among the four living creatures, saying,dlfart of wheat for a
day's wages, and three quarts of barley for a dagges, and do not
damage the oil and the wine,”
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As John witnessed the opening of the third sealsdw before him a black
horse. There can be no doubt that this symboliaesnie. Jesus had foretold that
famines would occur and that they, too, were teesas signs of the approaching end.
Famines generally are accompanied by scarcity ofl fand inflationary prices. In
such times, it seems as though the wealthy aretabdecure whatever they desire,
while the poorer classes of people are barely tabdxist.

The rider of the black horse is pictured as hgdnpair of scales in his hand.
This balance beam, with scales hung from either wiad used for weighing grain. A
denarius was a day’s wage for a laborer. The arceyunant was made by “a voice
among the four living creatures” that with the d&msg a working man could purchase
a quart of wheat, - hardly enough to keep him aloreone day. Or, with the day’s
wage, he could purchase three quarts of barlegssanutritious grain, - but at least a
little something for his family.

But now come the strange words: “Do not damageothand the wine.” The
verb used here can mean to damage, or to spoitp adulterate. We like the
translation “to adulterate.” In times of famine rihexisted the possibility that poorer
people would be inclined to dilute the oil and wimigh water or some other liquid in
order to make these basic items last a little longlee caution is given, however, not
to spoil or adulterate the oil and the wine. Whyhis caution given with regard to just
these two articles? We know that oil and wine wamusehold items in the
preparation of food and meals. However, anotheaght has come to our mind. In
the Biblical account of “The Good Samaritan,” whba Samaritan saw the wounded
man lying half-dead by the roadside, what did h&enase of? We are told that he
treated the man’s wounds with wine and oil. Wineveé as an antiseptic, and the oil
served as a soothing and healing ointment. If,inmes of famine, these basic
necessities were damaged or adulterated by dilutiegn, they would lose their
effectiveness in the treatment of wounds, soras tlam like.

The rider of the black horse is ever riding thrioogt this world of ours.
Famines there have been, and famines there wiltireen to be, - each one
proclaiming the message: “The end of all thingsapproaching.” While many
Christians also suffer on account of famines arfthtionary prices, yet they have
placed their trust in the Lord, who has promisedendo leave them. Rest assured, the
Lord, in His own way and at His own time, will alygaprovide for His own!

6:7-8 When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, |chéfae voice of the fourth
living creature say, “Come!” | looked, and therddre me was a pale
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horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades whmsiolg close behind
him. They were given power over a fourth of thetledo kill by sword,
famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of tininea

With the opening of the fourth seal, John sawla parse, whose rider is called
“Death;” and following closely behind him was Hadés the word “Hades” is used
in the New Testament, it is a name for hell, - pleece to which the unbelievers, the
ungodly, are committed. While death is the powewlich all people, sooner or later,
must succumb, yet here “death” seems to referdsetiwho are killed as a result of
war, famine, plagues and the wild beasts of théhedris stated further that Death
and Hades “were given power over a fourth of thghea- thus indicating that these
judgments of God are partial and that they suredyimtended also to call people to
repentance.

It is evident that the judgments here symbolizedgin only to the ungodly.
While it is true that also the godly are subjecphysical death as a result of wars,
famines, plagues and other calamities, yet theaitides not followed by eternal death
in hell. This fourth horseman strikes the ungodiyd following closely behind him is
Hades, to swallow up the souls of his victims. Yakthose who reject Christ and His
saving Gospel go directly from physical death itite “second death,” which is hell
and eternal damnation.

On our journey through life, therefore, it is soportant for us to remember
that there is something far more terrible than terapdeath; and it is well that at all
times we heed the words of our Savior: “Do not fraia of those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of e who can destroy both soul and
body in hell” (Matt 10:28).

In this New Testament era, the Four Horsemen efAjhocalypse have always
been on the scene. Always have there been antglams false messiahs, bent on
conguest, bent on conquering the souls of men amdem with their deception and
lies. Always have there been wars and rumors ofswAiways have there been
famines, pestilences and other calamities. As Wuosld of ours hastens onward
toward its close, we can expect conditions to becarareasingly more severe. Hear
the words that Jesus spoke when He gave the digmsvbuld precede His second
coming. He said: “Because of the increase of wioksd, the love of most will grow
cold, but he who stands firm to the end will beesi\(Matt. 24:12-13).

6:9-11 When he opened the fifth seal, | saw unideraltar the souls of
those who had been slain because of the word of &wldthe
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testimony they had maintained. They called out low voice,

"How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until ypudge the
inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?"nTéach of
them was given a white robe, and they were told/ada a little

longer, until the number of their fellow servanigldrothers who
were to be killed as they had been was completed.

As the fifth seal was opened, John saw the sdulsose who had been killed
because they had held fast to the Word of God addbleen faithful in their testimony
of Christ. It is interesting to know that John sé& souls of these Christian martyrs.
In all probability, their bodies already had retndirto dust and ashes, or at least were
in the process of doing so; but their souls wesrdhn heaven. The theory that the
souls of believers are not in heaven until aftelginent Day certainly is ruled out by
this passage of Scripture.

John saw the souls of these Christian martyrs éuttide altar.” The origin of
this expression possibly can be traced to the @ktament ritual m which the blood
of sacrificed animals was poured out at the baséhefaltar. Here, however, the
expression “under the altar” is simply a symboliepresentation of the heavenly
tabernacle. The souls of these martyrs, who diethfar faith, are in heaven, living in
the presence of God.

We note also that the souls of these Christiartyrsaare described as being
conscious. John hears them calling out in a loudeydHow long, Sovereign Lord,
holy and true, until You judge the inhabitantstoé earth and avenge our blood?” Our
first impression may be that this request of thetyna is completely anti-scriptural.
Are we not taught that we are to forgive our ensnaird that we are to do good to
those who abuse us and that we are to pray foetid® persecute us? However,
there is no conflict here. We know that it is God/dl that all who reject Him and
deliberately sin against Him and His people shd@gunished; and this prayer of the
martyrs simply asks that God’s will be done andt tH&s holiness and truth be
vindicated. Thus their request also serves to rérftlme inhabitants of the earth” that,
unless they repent, their sins surely will be poeds (In Revelation, the expression
“inhabitants of the earth” always refers to the anlly, the enemies of the Lord and
His Church.)

In answer to the question of the martyrs, “Howglonuntil you avenge our
blood?” God tells them “to wait a little longer unthe number of their fellow
servants and brothers who were to be killed as ktaelybeen was completed.” Since
the time of Stephen, who was the first Christiantymathere have been many who
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have been put to death because of their unwavdait in Christ Jesus; and
throughout the New Testament era there will comtittube martyrs until the number
of the martyred is complete, that is, until all aczounted for. God knows each one;
and when the full number of those to be martyresl een reached, then God will
show that He is indeed the sovereign, holy andliard by avenging the blood of the
martyrs.

In the meantime each of the martyrs was given dewlobe, - a symbol of
purity. Since the blood of Jesus Christ has clahnseof all our sins, we now can
stand before God, clothed in the spotless garmér@huist’'s righteousness. The
martyrs are reminded that their white robe of mglisness is a gift of God’s love and
grace, - not anything merited or earned by theny e also be reminded once again
of this cardinal truth!

Finally, we note that the sainted martyrs werda tiib wait a little longer”
before God would avenge their blood. As God reckiime (and remember, in His
sight a thousand years are but as yesterday whempdst), it indeed is only “a little
while.” In the meantime, patience and complete iciamice in the government of God
are required. Our holy God knows full well what l$edoing; and you may rest
assured that all His works are done in righteousnesd truth.

6:12-14 | watched as he opened the sixth sealreTheas a great
earthquake. The sun turned black like sackclothewddjoat hair,
the whole moon turned blood red, and the starbensky fell to
earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shakg a strong
wind. The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up,daevery
mountain and island was removed from its place.

As the sixth seal is opened, John witnesses aestiwat well-nigh defies
description. It is the passing away of this preseorid on Judgment Day. Following
the rule of letting Scripture interpret Scriptudet us see how the details, so
graphically described in these verses, are thdmdht of prophecies and predictions
recorded in both the Old Testament and the Newaisstt.

First let us enumerate the details as they arerded in these three verses
under consideration: the great earthquake; thdwsued black like sackcloth made of
goat-hair (such a black sack was often used instiofemourning and despair); the
moon turned blood-red; the stars falling from tkg as late figs (the reference is to
green figs which appear in the winter and are yddidwn from the tree); the sky
receding like a scroll; and the removal of everyuntain and island,
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Now, without further comment, we will simply quapassages from Scripture
in which these very events were predicted or fadeto

Luke 21:11 -

Matt. 24:29 -

Joel 2:31 -

Joel 3:15 -

Isaiah 34:4 -

2 Peter 3:10 -

Jeremiah 4:23-24

6:15-17

“There will be great earthquakemd fearful events and
great signs from heaven.”

“The sun will be darkened, and theon will not give its
light; the stars will fall from the sky, and thedwvenly
bodies will be shaken.”

The sun will be turned to darkness the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and dreadful daythef
Lord.

The sun and moon will be darkened,tha stars no longer
shine.

All the stars of the heavens wdl dissolved and the sky
rolled up like a scroll; all the starry host wilalf like
withered leaves from the vine, like shriveled figem the
fig tree.

But the day of the Lord will cohke a thief. The heavens
will disappear with a roar; the elements will bestieyed
by fire, and the earth and everything in it will lael bare.

| looked at the earth, and & feamless and empty; and at
the heavens, and their light was gone. | lookedhat
mountains, and they were quaking; all the hills ever
swaying.

Then the kings of the earth, the printles generals, the
rich, the mighty, and every slave and every frea imd in
caves and among the rocks of the mountains. THidda
the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and h&léam
the face of him who sits on the throne and fromwinath
of the Lamb! For the great day of their wrath hasie, and
who can stand?”

The last three verses of this chapter describ@tméshment that awaits all the
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enemies of God and His Church. On the day of Gad&th, the blood of the martyrs
will be avenged. The terror and despair which thengies of the Lord will experience
is indescribable. Whether high and mighty, - whethe®minent and renowned, -
whether rich or poor, - whether slave or free,| wall receive the punishment which
they have deserved. In vain will they hope to fandpot where they can escape the
wrath of God and of the Lamb. In desperation thélyaall to the mountains and the
rocks, “Fall on us and hide us.” Isaiah had foktbis when he wrote: “Men will flee
to caves in the rocks and to holes in the groundnfdread of the Lord and the
splendor of his majesty, when he rises to shakee#inth” (Isaiah 2:19). And on His
way to the cross, Jesus had said of the unbelielemgs: “Then they will say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us!” and to the hills, ‘Coves!i (Luke 23:30).

But escape will be impossible. The day of gradéhave come to an end; and
the enemies will have no other choice than to theewnrath of God and of the Lamb.
They had despised God, they had rejected the S@odf they had persecuted the
Church of God, they had turned a deaf ear to alhgihg and to all warning. Now
they must not only face the wrath of the Fatherpwsits on the throne,” but they
must also face the wrath of the Lamb, who, in aoldito being the gracious Savior, is
also the stern Judge; and from His lips they walahthe final verdict: “Depart from
me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire megbdor the devil and his angels”
(Matt. 25:41).

This chapter closes with the question: “Who camd?” Certainly none of the
ungodly! Only those who are clothed in the whitbe@f Jesus’ righteousness will be
able to stand before the throne of the Almightye Tinomise of Jesus is the absolute
truth: “Whoever believes and is baptized will beesh but whoever does not believe
will be condemned” (Mark 16:16).

144,000 Sealed

7:1-5 After this | saw four angels standing at ftbher corners of the earth,
holding back the four winds of the earth to prevany wind from
blowing on the land or on the sea or on any trdeenTl saw another
angel coming up from the east, having the seahefliving God. Me
called out in a loud voice to the four angels wiadl lbeen given power
to harm the land and the sea. “Do not harm the tanthe sea or the
trees until we put a seal on the foreheads oféheasts of our God. ”

To give a brief summary of this chapter, we miggy that the first eight verses
describe the Church on earth, also known as thedGhdilitant; while the last nine
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verses describe the Church in heaven, also knowmeaShurch Triumphant.

After the six seals had been opened, John sawafogels standing at the four
corners of the earth holding back the four windstleg earth, These four winds
represent the destructive agents of God, as weeaifrom Jer. 49:36, where the Lord
Almighty says: “I will bring against Elam the fowrnds from the four quarters of the
heavens; | will scatter them to the four winds, déinere will not be a nation where
Elam’s exiles do not go.” Once unleashed, these femds have the power of
complete destruction. However, a fifth angel, bagarthe seal of the living God,
appears on the scene. He calls out to the fourlsaiggt they are to restrain, or hold
back, the four winds until the appointed time.

There is good reason why these special visiongymen before the seventh
seal is opened and the winds of complete destruetie let loose. The opening of the
six seals had revealed the terrifying judgment§&ofl which are to come upon this
wicked and unbelieving world. Now, before the opgnof the seventh seal, God
wants to make it clear to His children that He hasforgotten them, but that they are
safe and secure. They will not be harmed when ¢l Winds of destruction are
finally unleashed. They will have nothing to fearthe great day of God’s wrath. In
fact, the complete destruction of the earth willdedayed until the last of the servants
of God has been sealed.

A seal indicates ownership and protection. Wharfusihuman beings are
converted, they become the servants of God, - btleédyng to God, - they are God’s
special possession, - God puts His seal on thensaysl of them: “You are mine!”
“God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed withstinscription: ‘The Lord knows
those who are His™ (2 Tim. 2:19). This seal on foechead is not a visible mark.
Rather, it is the new spiritual life within us.istthe Spirit Himself testifying with our
spirit that we are God’s children (Rom. 8:16). Ioly4Baptism God sealed us and
claimed us as His own. In His Word, He has givemasly promises to assure us that
we are sealed and that we belong to Him. One ofntbest outstanding of these
promises is recorded in Isaiah 43:1: “Fear not, Ifdrave redeemed you; | have
summoned you by name; you are mine.” How comfortomgnow that we Christians
are under God’s constant care and protection! Ama feassuring to know that this
present world will not be destroyed until all tHeat have been brought to faith!

7:4-8 Then | heard the number of those who weaéede 144,000 from all the
tribes of Israel. From the tribe of Judah 12,000ensealed, from the
tribe of Reuben 12,000, from the tribe of Gad 1@,dfom the tribe of
usher 12,000, from the tribe of Naphtali 12,00@nfr the tribe of
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Manasseh 12,000, from the tribe of Simeon 12,0 fthe scribe of
Levi 12,000, from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, nfrahe scribe of
Zebulun 12,000, from the tribe of Joseph 12,000mfrthe tribe of
Benjamin 12,000,

From the very outset it is obvious that the 14@,@0e not converted Jews
“from all the tribes of Israel,” because the listle twelve tribes here does not agree
with any Old Testament listing. In the Old Testamé&evi was not counted as a tribe;
here Dan is omitted; Judah here is listed befoese dider brother Reuben; and
Manasseh, one of the two Joseph tribes, is heesl lseparately. Hence, it is clear that
here we are not dealing with the literal twelvees of Israel.

Here we are dealing with God'’s spiritual IsraddeTewish nation, as such, no
longer occupied a special position as the choseple®f God, The true Israel today -
God'’s spiritual Israel - is made up of all trueibeérs in the Lord Jesus Christ, both
Jews and Gentiles. In Rev. 14:3, the 144,000 dezreel to as those “who had been
redeemed from the earth.” Whenever the New Testasmaks of God’'s spiritual
Israel, it means all true believers, including tBentile believers. To reassure
ourselves of this fact, let us look at a few passa¢gn Rom. 2:28-29 Paul says: “A
man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, rsocircumcision merely outward and
physical. No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardhd circumcision is circumcision of
the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written coda.’Rom. 9:6-8 we read: “For not all
who are descended from Israel are Israel. Nor lsecthey are his descendants are
they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, 8tthrough Isaac that your offspring
will be reckoned.” In other words, it is not thetural children who are God’'s
children, but it is the children of the promise whoe regarded as Abraham’s
offspring.” And in Gal. 3:26-29 we are told in veriear words: “You are all sons of
God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of yohawvere baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neithex J®r Greek, slave nor free, male
nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesugiolfi belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the profnise.

The number 144,000 is symbolic of all faithful iegkrs in the world, - the
entire Church. Everywhere in Revelation, the numb2ris representative of the
Church. 12 squared is 144; 10 cubed is 1000, a aurfdy completeness in the
highest degree. 12 x 12 x 1000 = 144,000, - symingjithe full number of the people
of God, who are under His watchful providence. N@ @an pluck the elect from
God’'s hand. God knows each one of them by named‘#hose he predestined, he
also called; those he called, he also justifiedséhhe justified, he also glorified”
(Rom. 8:30). Yes, God will bring each and every ohthem to the eternal home!
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7:9-10 After this | looked and there before masva great multitude that
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, peapid language,
standing before the throne and in front of the Laifibey were
wearing white robes and were holding palm branahegeir
hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvatbelongs to
our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb. "

This “great multitude that no one could count” d@ne 144,000 are not different
groups, but are one and the same. As we statetbpsty, the 144,000 constitute the
Church on earth, also known as the Church Militdhis second group is the Church
in heaven, also known as the Church Triumphant.

The fact that those who make up this unnumbereltittde come from every
nation, tribe, people and language is further exddehat the “Israel” in this chapter is
God’s spiritual Israel, - the entire number oftalle believers in Christ.

What a beautiful picture! What a hope-filled presp All the faithful, all the
elect, standing before the throne and the Lamlsadél in their heavenly home! They
are clothed in white robes, symbolic of the riglt&tess of Christ, imparted to them
by faith. We can almost hear them saying in thedsaf the Prophet Isaiah: “I delight
greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my Godr He has clothed me with garments
of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteeash(ls. 61:10). In their hands they
hold palm branches, symbols of victory. Loudly gumbilantly they sing their song of
thanksgiving and praise: “Salvation belongs to God, who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb.” Thus do they ascribe their salvatiotml the Father and to Jesus Christ.
God devised the way of salvation, He planned itt invas Jesus, who carried out the
Father’s plan and will and who, through His suffgriand death, earned salvation for
the world of mankind. Had it not been for God thegher, had it not been for Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, there would be no salvat@alvation must be ascribed to “our
God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, ven¢o ourselves or any other being.

7:11-12 All the angels were standing around tiverte and around the
elders and the four living creatures. They fell down their faces
before the throne and worshiped God, saying: “Anferaise and
glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and poweistredgth be
to our God forever and ever. Amen!”

After the song of the redeemed, the entire assemblangels took up the
refrain. “Amen” is a word of assent, meaning “Tlssabsolutely true.” Thus the
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myriads of angels agree to the song of the eldaiugh the angels never experienced
salvation, because they have never sinned, yetateyilled with awe when they see
what God has done to accomplish the sinner’s salvaf\ccordingly, they sound forth
the grand doxology: “Praise and glory and wisdord #tivanks and honor and power
and strength be to our God forever and ever, Am&hi§ sevenfold blessing expresses
complete or perfect praise.

Observe how the angels’ posture is very humblpressing deep reverence. In
the presence of our great God, we, too, must tedlepirit of reverence and humility, -
the humility of the publican in the temple, who sembimself upon the breast and cried
aloud, “God, be merciful to me a sinner!” Always shuwve be aware of the fact that,
had we been left to ourselves, we would be etgrribmed. Purely by the grace of
God we are to be numbered among the children of @ddylory and thanksgiving
and praise be to God alone!

7:13-14 Then one of the elders asked me, “Thesehite robes - who are
they, and where did they come from?” | answeredt, $®u know.
" And he said, “These are they who have come ouhefgreat
tribulation; they have washed their robes and ntaden white in
the blood of the Lamb."

One of the twenty-four elders asked John whetlerchuld identify these
multitudes who were robed in white. John politeplied, “Sir, you know.” The elder
then proceeds to answer his own question in masitifel phraseology.

The elder says first of all, “These are they whaven come out of great
tribulation.” The millennialists identify “the greatribulation” as a period of
extraordinary suffering, lasting seven years; dmay tclaim that the saints will escape
this tribulation by being “raptured” out of this vid for seven years. We note that
Jesus spoke of “the great tribulation” when He tlmethe destruction of Jerusalem
and also when He spoke of the final destructiothefpresent world; but nowhere in
Scripture will you find these words used in conrmtivith a reference to seven years.
While it is true that calamities, trials, suffer;x@nd persecutions will increase and
become more severe as the world nears its endyeahaintain that the tribulation
here referred to includes the many trials and safjs which Christians in every
generation must endure, even as it is written inp&ace: “We must go through many
hardships (tribulations) to enter the kingdom ofdG@Acts 14:22). Every time a child
of God dies, he “comes out of” the great tribulatioto the glories of heaven.

——
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The elder continues his description of these samtheaven by saying, “They
have washed their robes and made them white iblta of the Lamb.” By nature,
their robes were not white, but dirty, filthy witin; yes, all their “righteous acts” were
“like filthy rags” (Is. 64:6). But by the cleansimgpwer of the blood of Jesus Christ,
their sin-stained garments were made white as sasVvat. John also wrote in one of
his Epistles: “The blood of Jesus, his Son, puwifis from all sin” (1 John 1:7). We
have mentioned previously that the white robes sgmabolic of the righteousness
which Christ, through His suffering and death, bamed for us and which is offered
and imputed to all believers through the Means o0&c®, - the Word and the
Sacraments.

7:.15-17 “Therefore, they are before the throne ol@Gnd serve him day
and night in his temple; and he who sits on thertarwill spread
his tent over them. Never again will they hungekan again with
they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, noy acorching
heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne Wl their
shepherd, he will lead them to springs of livingtevaAnd God
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

“Therefore,” that is, because these people haea bkeansed of all their sins by
the blood of Jesus, they now enjoy the bliss of/bea- that perfect bliss which here is
described in ten beautiful phrases: they are bdfadhrone of God - they serve Him
day and night in His temple - He who sits on therle will spread His tent over them
- never again will they hunger - never again wiky thirst - the sun will not beat upon
them - nor any scorching heat - the Lamb at theeceof the throne will be their
shepherd - He will lead them to springs of livingter - God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes. Since the number 10 in Réteslas the number of perfection,
completeness, we may say that these ten phraseymtmlic of the perfect joy and
bliss which we and all true believers will expedenn the heavenly mansions.

The first three statements speak of the blessedagghe believers in the
presence of God, where they will serve Him in usinipted bliss. There will be
activity in heaven; and while no particular typesefvice is mentioned, yet we know
that whatever work the redeemed will perform w#l to the honor and glory of their
great God and Lord. The picture of God spreading telint over them is symbolic of
the shelter that they will enjoy in the presenc&oftl. What the cloud above the mercy
seat in the Old Testament tabernacle typified, mellfully realized in heaven. God will
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be ever present with His saints to bless them Wishgifts of love.

The next four phrases of this description of hefveliss show the freedom of
God’s people from the effects of sin. The Lord ksdvow difficult it is for us to even
begin to visualize what heaven is like. Accordyndior our benefit, much of the
blessedness of heaven is stated in negative laegueg hunger, no thirst, no sun
beating down, no scorching heat. All of these, ndur, thirst, penetrating and
scorching heat, - symbolic of the trials and haigsbf life, - so familiar to us here on
earth, will be conspicuous by their absence in Brav

The last of these descriptive phrases speak okdliece of this bliss: “The
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their steed; he will lead them to springs of
living water.” We are reminded here of Psalm 23héTLord is my shepherd, | shall
not be in want....he leads me beside quiet waté&tse”’Lamb, our Redeemer and Lord,
will satisfy all thirst forever. He had promisedstlalready during His sojourn here on
earth when He said: “Whoever drinks the water edim will never thirst. Indeed, the
water | give him will become in him a spring of watvelling up to eternal life” (John
4:14). Full satisfaction will be found in Christchm His presence.

And there will be no tears. “God will wipe awayegy tear from their eyes,” - as
Isaiah also wrote: “The Sovereign Lord will wipe awthe tears from all faces” (Is.
25:8). Whatever may have caused the Christianswand weeping here on earth will
be gone forever.

What a picture we have in this chapter of thesbti heaven! How this must
have encouraged the early Christians in the mitbiter persecutions! What comfort
and hope it ought to impart also to us in thesedaygs of great distress! Remember,
what John is seeing in this vision is a picturealbftrue believers of all ages. As the
elect of God, as faithful believers in the Lord ukeswe also are included in that
innumerable multitude of white-robed saints. Whikrh we gratefully sing: “Salvation
belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, artded_amb.”

We are ready now for the vision of the seven tretspwhich is introduced by
the opening of the seventh seal.

——
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