The Vision of the Seven Trumpets (8:1-11:19)

Chapter 5
TheVision of The Seven Trumpets
(Rev. 8:1-11:19)

The Seventh Seal and The Golden Censer

8:1 When he opened the seventh seal, there vemesiln heaven for about
half an hour

The opening of the seventh seal was followed byaanatic pause, - a half an
hour of silence in heaven. This silence of breathlsuspense indicates awe and
respect for the seriousness of the judgments t@Wealed in the vision of the seven
trumpets. Although the judgments in the visionlgé trumpets are more intense and
severe, yet this vision parallels the vision of geals. In other words, as the seventh
seal dissolves into the vision of the seven trus)pge have another view of the same
period of time that was covered by the six seaifgesboth visions cover the entire
New Testament era and both visions end with juddman.

8:2 And | saw the seven angels who stand befoi®, @ad to them were
given seven trumpets.

John says that he “saw the seven angels who stafudebGod.” No further
description is given of these angels. We can oniymgse that they were in the
immediate service of the Lord, ready and willingceory out His commands. To each
of these angels was given a trumpet.

The traditional interpretation is that these sewempets are symbols of the
various heresies and false doctrines that haveipthgand will continue to plague, the
Church throughout the New Testament era. (Othgardethem as foreshadowings of
physical calamities which affect both the naturaktion and mankind).

In any event, the use of trumpets in Scripturessoaiated always with important
announcements or to give signals in time of warlolwking at the three sevenfold
numbered series of judgments (the seven sealssahen trumpets and the seven
bowls), we observe that the series of plagues ameul by the trumpets is more
severe than the seals, but not as totally devagtas the bowls.

8:3-4  Another angel, who had a golden censer, camdestood at the altar.
He was given much incense to offer, with the pray#rall the saints,
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on the golden altar before the throne. The smokehef incense,
together with the prayers of the saints, went ujpreeGod from the
angel’s hand.

Before any trumpets are sounded, however, Johrasatihher angel who “came and
stood at the altar.” (In the Old Testament tabdmaibe golden incense altar was
situated just before the entrance to the Holy oli¢sg This angel had in his hand a
golden censer, - a pan in which live charcoal widaeed for the burning of incense.
Much incense was given to the angel that he mifat d together with the prayers of
the saints; and we are told that the smoke ofrthense together with the prayers of
the saints went up before God, thus symbolizing tiineir prayers were acceptable to
God.

There can be no doubt that the incense, which gpes a great volume of smoke,
represents the merit of Christ. By nature we antushuman beings; and as such, we
have no right whatsoever to approach God in praBet. by faith in Jesus, who
suffered and died for us and has washed us cleam dil sins in His blood, we have
the high honor and privilege to approach God iny@raand address Him as “Our
Father.” It is solely because of the atoning mefitChrist that our prayers are
acceptable to God. That is why Jesus has givehaipromise: “My Father will give
you whatever you ask in my name” (John 16:23)t et comforting and reassuring
to know that by faith in Christ we are the sons dadghters of God (Gal. 3:28) and
that for Jesus’ sake the heavenly Father will tleamprayers of His children and will
grant their requests?

We might note here that it is not the angel who esathe prayers of the saints
acceptable. The angel merely acts as the Lord’'sd’han serving the people of God.
Nowhere in Scripture will you find the teachingtlamgels serve as mediators. There
is only “one mediator between God and men, the @famst Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5).

8:5 Then the angel took the censer, filled ithwfite from the altar, and
hurled it on the earth; and there came peals afidéy rumblings,
flashes of lightning and an earthquake.

Here we have a different picture. The same angelstéhe censer, fills it with fire
from the altar, and hurls it on the earth. Thigaiaty indicates a punishment that is
inflicted on the ungodly; and it indicates thatstipunishment comes partially as an
answer to the prayers of the saints.

The instant the fire was hurled from the censethtoearth, there were “peals of
thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and antheprake.” These are not only
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symbolic of the awesome majesty and power of Gatihey also are tokens of His
anger against sin. The saints, on the one handbearertain that their prayers are
acceptable to God. The inhabitants of the earth (thbelievers), however, can only
expect to experience God’s wrath and punishmend ‘Ans a dreadful thing to fall
into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 10:31).

The Trumpets

8:6-13 Then the seven angels who had the sevempéts prepared to
sound them. The first angel sounded his trumpet,thare came hail
and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled dowpon the earth. A
third of the earth was burned up, a third of tlee¢$rwere burned up,
and all the green grass was burned up.

The second angel sounded his trumpet, and sorgdikena huge
mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea.iAdtbf the sea turned
into blood, a third of the living creatures in thea died, and a third of
the ships were destroyed.

The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a gteatlslazing like
a torch, fell from the sky on a third of the rivensd on the springs of
water - the name of the star is Wormwood. A thirdthe waters turned
bitter, and many people died from the waters thdtlrecome bitter.

The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a thirthe sun was
struck, a third of the moon, and a third of thesstao that a third of
them turned dark. A third of the day was withoght, and also a third
of the night. As | watched, | heard an eagle Whas flying in mid-air
call out in a loud voice: “Woe! Woe! Woe to the afditants of the
earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to bedsal by the other
three angels!”

As we prepare to consider the trumpet visions, wstirealize that we have before
us supernatural judgments of God that descend thmmearth with increasing and
terrifying impact. The first four trumpets descrilggeat disasters which inflict
horrible damage on the earth and cause tremendesi®f life. These disasters seem
to resemble some of the plagues inflicted upon Egyfhe days of Moses. And why
not? The world today resembles Egypt of old indpposition to God and in its
obduracy against His will.

After the sounding of the first trumpet, hail ame ffollowed, mingled with blood.
In the seventh Egyptian plague (Ex. 9:18-25), aad fire destroyed crops and killed
many animals and human beings.
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When the second trumpet sounded, something likeuntain on fire was cast into
the sea, turning a third of the sea into bloodhi#dt of the sea creatures were killed
and a third of the ships were destroyed. In thst figyptian plague (Ex. 7:21), God
turned the water into blood, and the fish in thieMied.

After the third trumpet had sounded, a great s&ted Wormwood, like a blazing
torch, fell from the sky on a third of the riversdasprings; and the waters turned
bitter, and many people died. About the only sintyao an Egyptian plague that we
can find here is that in the first plague the wats¥came undrinkable.

In the vision of the fourth trumpet, a third of then, a third of the moon, and a
third of the stars were darkened; and a third efday, as well as a third of the night,
were without light. In the ninth Egyptian plagudl, @ Egypt, except the land of
Goshen, was darkened for three days.

We must remember that all of these disasters ambahc of some severe
judgments of God. If, as some believe, these dismasignify great catastrophes that
will occur on land and sea, then they serve asssifrGod’s wrath against a wicked
world. Thus every flood, every earthquake, ana#iler physical disasters, whenever
and wherever they occur, are intended to call petplrepentance before it is too
late.

However, there is a difficulty in such an interpitein. We know that the purpose
of the Egyptian plagues was to punish Pharaoh lamdEgyptians because they had
hardened their hearts and had refused to heed @odisnand to let the people of
Israel leave the land of Egypt. The people of Gualyever, were not affected by
these judgments. If the judgments announced by fdle trumpets are to be
understood as disasters in the realm of naturdy aaderrible earthquakes, floods,
etc., then they would affect also the children @id{for certainly, in almost every
community, we find both the godly and the ungodlye have not withessed any
storms, floods, earthquakes, and the like that hpaweshed only the ungodly and
have left the children of God unscathed.

Furthermore, the disasters announced by the foumpets are extremely
unnatural: - (1) Hail and fire mixed with blood hed down on the earth; (2) a
mountain blazing with fire hurled into the ocearnl darning a third of it into blood;
(3) a blazing star falling from the sky on a thiodl the rivers and springs and
polluting the water; (4) a third of the sun, adhaf the moon, and a third of the stars
darkened, leaving a third of the day and a thirdhef night without light. If such
monstrous catastrophes, as announced here by thetrfonpets, were actually
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wrought in the realm of nature, we hesitate toklahhow this would be handled by
the press and news media.

Therefore, it appears that we ought to view thedenaities, which are described
as inflicting so much damage on the earth, as silimhg the destruction wrought by
heresies and religious delusions. Lies and deaeptim, are not only horrible, but
they are also wholly unnatural.

God has given us His Word in its truth and purityit, God reveals His will, as
well as His grace and mercy. In clear and unmidtigkianguage, He points out to us
the one and only way to eternal salvation. When mefase to accept the plain
teaching of God’s Word and, in their pride and @ndaurn a deaf ear to the truth, or
deliberately falsify and corrupt the truth, thehthat is left for them is to believe lies
and delusions. When God’s Word is rejected, ernal deception follow as natural
punishments. It definitely is a Scriptural teachitnat when men repeatedly and
deliberately reject the truth, God finally senderthstrong delusions so that they
actually believe lies. Hear what St. Paul write2iifhess. 2:9-12: “The coming of
the lawless one will be in accordance with the wafrSatan displayed in all kinds of
counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and imyesert of evil that deceives those
who are perishing. They perish because they reftsddve the truth and so be
saved. For this reason God sends them a powertiuside so that they will believe
the lie and so that all will be condemned who hawet believed the truth but have
delighted in wickedness.”

In these four trumpet visions, we are told of tremdge that these disasters
caused: a third of the earth, a third of the traesl, all the green grass burned up; a
third of the sea turned into blood, a third of #ea creatures killed, a third of the
ships destroyed; a third of the rivers and spriregedered lethal for multitudes of
people; a third of the sun, a third of the moothial of the stars darkened.

Similarly, heresies and false doctrines producehmamage in the world. This is
portrayed symbolically in each of the four trumpmsions. (1) By robbing men of the
truth, by believing and fostering lies, the greeastpres of God's Word are sadly
burned. (2) Heretical fanaticism in the world am@ trise of false teachers, who
apparently show forth great signs and wonders tlegedirect cause for the eternal
ruin of multitudes. (3) By a mixture of dangerousoes, especially those espoused by
rationalistic teachers, the Water of Life, the pdoetrines of the Gospel, are made
bitter and poisonous; and instead of finding lifel aefreshment, men now find ruin
and spiritual death. (4) When the light of God’'s M/&s dimmed by men who call
themselves ministers of the Gospel, when the bfl&cripture is darkened by human
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opinions and speculations, then countless soulplarged into spiritual darkness
and are placed on the road to eternal damnatias.jlitlgment was foretold in Amos
8:11-12: “The days are coming,” declares the Sewgr Lord, ‘when | will send a
famine through the land - not a famine of food dhiast for water, but a famine of
hearing the words of the Lord. Men will staggemirgea to sea and wander from
north to east, searching for the word of the Lbid,they will not find it.”

However, while these heresies, these lies and idekisand these violent storms
of false doctrine bring great danger and destractiothe world, yet in each of the
four trumpet visions we are told that only a thafothe affected areas are destroyed.
This definitely tells us that these heresies waver be able to destroy completely the
precious Word of God. The Word of the Lord will emel!

Before the final trumpets are sounded, John seesagle flying in midair, giving
this warning to the inhabitants of the earth (thbalievers and the ungodly): “Woe,
woe, woe,” - thereby indicating that the three remmg trumpets will introduce
judgments even more terrible than the first four.

9:1 The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and | sastar that had fallen
from the sky to the earth. The star was given thetk the shaft of the
Abyss.

With the sounding of the fifth trumpet, John sawatar that had fallen to the earth;
and to this star was given the key to the Abyssth@rbasis of the commentaries that
we have consulted, fifty percent of the commentabmlieve that this star is an agent
of God, perhaps an angel; and the remaining filscent claim that this star is Satan
himself. Basically, does it really make much difflece who opened the Abyss? The
important thing is what followed the opening of thieyss. Whether it was opened by
an angel from heaven, or by Satan, - in either,chgeAbyss could not have been
opened without God’s permission.

Those who identify this “star” as Satan claim ttii$ star is the same as the “angel
of the Abyss” in verse 11. While we do not hesitateidentify the “angel of the
Abyss” in verse 11 as Satan, we are hesitant tdledythe star that fell from heaven
in verse 1 is the same person who is called thgélanf the Abyss” in verse 11.

Furthermore, in Rev. 20:1-2 we read: “And | sawaaigel coming down out of
heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holdinigisrhand a great chain. He seized
the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devilSatan, and bound him for a
thousand years.” Since we cannot convince ourséhastshe key to the Abyss would
be given at one time to Satan and at another tmantangel of God, we shall agree
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with those who interpret “the star” as being annagd God, undoubtedly one of the
holy angels. This conclusion, that it was an amgfeGod who opened the Abyss,
would be in harmony with the interpretation thak teix woes symbolize the
judgments of God upon those who reject the Gospelrafuse to believe the truth.
These judgments become increasingly more sevené now we see that, as a
punishment upon an obdurate and unbelieving warlekn the furies of hell are
unleashed; for there can be no doubt that the t'siighe Abyss” is the “bottomless
pit,” - one of several designations for hell.

9:2 When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose froikeitthe smoke from a
gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkenethéysmoke from
the Abyss.

As the “gates of hell” are unlocked, tremendousidfoof black smoke pour forth
from the bottomless pit, darkening the sun anddgke It is hell pouring forth its
infernal powers of delusion.

As the sun is the great light in the physical wpdd Jesus and His Word are the
light of the world in a spiritual sense. You wilaall that Jesus said of Himself: “I am
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will ravwalk in darkness, but will have
the light of life” (John 8:12). You will recall atsthat the Psalmist, speaking of the
Word of the Lord, said: “Your word is a lamp to ri@et and a light for my path” (Ps.
119:105). As in nature, the light of the sun iskeaed by black and heavy clouds of
storm, just so does false doctrine, like a billdveimoke out of hell, obscure the Word
of the Lord and the precious Gospel of Jesus Chilsthis comes as a judgment of
God upon the ungodly. Because they had refusedlieve the truth, the true light of
truth is extinguished. Having rejected the Wordtled Lord, which is like “a light
shining in a dark place” (2 Pet. 1:19), they now jplunged into the depths of spiritual
darkness, blinded by the delusions of Satan, amdiniy their “delight” in believing
lies, which have their origin in hell. To be toyalleprived of the Word, - that is a
most severe judgment of God upon the ungodly aedl#spisers of the truth. To see
how serious a matter it is to be given over inte gowers and terrors of spiritual
darkness, it might be well to hear the followingrd® of Scripture: “For although
they knew God, they neither glorified him as God gave thanks to him, but their
thinking became futile and their foolish hearts evdarkened. Although they claimed
to be wise, they became fools and exchanged they gibthe immortal God for
images made to look like mortal man and birds amdhals and reptiles. Therefore
God gave them over in the sinful desires of theiarts to sexual impurity for the
degrading of their bodies with one another. Thegherged the truth of God for a lie,
and worshiped and served created things rather tarCreator - who is forever
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praised. Amen. Because of this, God gave them twveshameful lusts. Even their
women exchanged natural relations for unnatura$.olmethe same way the men also
abandoned natural relations with women and wetarnréd with lust for one another.
Men committed indecent acts with other men, aneived in themselves the due
penalty for their perversion. Furthermore, sinceytldid not think it worthwhile to
retain the knowledge of God, he gave them overdemaved mind, to do what ought
not to be done. They have become filled with edeng of wickedness, evil, greed
and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, sirileceit and malice. They are
gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arragashtboastful; they invent ways of
doing evil; they disobey their parents; they amesséess, faithless, heartless, ruthless.
Although they know God'’s righteous decree that ¢ha$o do such things deserve
death, they not only continue to do these veryghihut also approve of those who
practice them” (Rom. 1:21-32). Can you not see floegse words are applicable to,
and descriptive of, the very times in which we larag?

9:3-5 And out of the smoke locusts came down ug@nearth and were
given power like that of scorpions of the eartheyhvere told not to
harm the grass of the earth or any plant or traephly those people
who did not have the seal of God on their forehedtiey were not
given power to kill them, but only to torture théan five months. And
the agony they suffered was like that of the sbhg scorpion when it
strikes a man.

Emerging from the black smoke were swarms of Ia&cdsscending upon the earth;
and to them was given the power to sting like sioms It is evident immediately that
these locusts, who came up out of hell, were nanarg locusts. Ordinary locusts
strip large areas of land of all vegetation; thieseists were forbidden to destroy the
grass, the plants and the trees. Then, too, windset locusts were permitted to inflict
harm on human beings, yet this harm could be teflionly on those people who did
not have the seal of God on their foreheads. Tlean®s that they could do no harm to
the elect of God. Note furthermore that these Iltscugere not permitted to kill the
ungodly, but only to torment them for a limited iperof time. This torture which the
ungodly must endure is comparable to the agonyechlog the sting of a scorpion.

From all this it is apparent that these locustsizyiime the many heresies and false
doctrines which God permits to come upon those ddgpise the truth and reject the
Gospel of Jesus. The powers of hell are used m jtldgment of God upon an
unbelieving world; however, these powers are datexchand limited by God.

In the final analysis, all false doctrine has itgyim in hell. The devil “is a liar and
the father of lies” (John 8:44). In 1 Tim. 4:1 waad: “The Spirit clearly says that in
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later times some will abandon the faith and folldeceiving spirits and things taught
by demons.” Even the appearance of the Antichsisthé work of Satan, as we see
from 2 Thess. 2:9-10, where we read: “The cominghef lawless one will be in
accordance with the work of Satan displayed irkiallls of counterfeit miracles, signs
and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceitl®se who are perishing. They
perished because they refused to love the trutrsarte: saved.”

The locusts were not given power to Kill their int$, but only to torture them for
five months. Although not at first easily detectget heresies and false doctrines
bring torment and torture to the hearts of menbnudp them of all peace of mind and
soul. Often working slowly and secretly, hereskelthe sting of a scorpion, is poison
to the soul. In the end it will result in agony aritterness.

The time span of “five months” is rather difficutt explain. We know that five
months is the normal life-span of locusts. Theéfmonths” here in Revelation in all
likelihood indicates a definite period of time fckéy the Lord. Some have explained
this number “5” as a symbolical number. As “10” & number signifying
completeness, so “5” represents half of “10,” inpdythat the other half is to follow,
which it does in the next woe.

Terrible as this judgment is upon an unbelievingléyoyet the children of God,
though in the world, are not of the world. The isélldelusions which bring darkness
and agony to all despisers of the truth, leavelthers of the Word, the true and
faithful Christians, unharmed. The elect of Goaieg in the promise of their Savior:
“My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and tHeljow me. | give them eternal
life, and they shall never perish; no one can $nétem out of my hand” (John 10:27-
28).

9:6 During those days men will seek death, buit mat find it; they will
long to die, but death will elude them.

Tortured by a condemning conscience, blinded bydilasions of Satan and his
hellish heresies, the despisers of the truth atedgessimism and despair. They see
death as an escape from their hopeless conditetnylgen the most painful curse of
their delusion strikes them, their tortured consces keep reminding them of even
greater agony that will await them after temportth. Theirs is a state of mind that
defies description. How different, however, it ighwthe true believers who have not
been blinded by Satan’s delusions. Possessindgthiedf the Word, they have peace
of heart and mind and soul in a world that is feglihe increasing severity of God’s
righteous judgments.
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9:7-12 The locusts looked like horses preparedétie. On their heads they
wore something like crowns of gold, and their facesembled human
faces. Their hair was like women’s hair, and tieath were like lion’s
teeth. They had breastplates of iron, and the sofitideir wings was
like the thundering of many horses and chariothings into battle.
They had tails and stings like scorpions, and wirthails they had
power to torment people for five months. They hadkiag over them
the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew isddba, and in
Greek, Apollyon. The first woe is past; two othevas are yet to come

We now are given a further description of the kisu- a description which is
symbolic of the treachery of Satan. That they labkke horses prepared for battle
seems to indicate the militant attitude and behlragiomany heretical sects. They
appear to possess great authority; they wear samgetim their heads that resembles
crowns of gold; and indeed, they often appear thigkly successful and victorious.
But it is a counterfeit authority, and the victggyomised them by Satan turns out to
be nothing more than a delusion. The devil can newaver be trusted. He will make
many enticing and alluring promises, - even as twmnsed to give Jesus all the
kingdoms of the world and the glory of them if Jesrould but fall down and worship
him, - but all of his promises only result in taguand destruction to those who are
victims of his lying and deceit. Their crowns tHaiok” like gold are just that, - they
are made of “fool’'s gold.”

A further description of the locusts follows: thé#ces resemble human faces, their
hair is like women’s hair; but their teeth are likens’ teeth. What a true picture this
is of all false prophets and of all who disseminageesies throughout the world. In
their human appearance, they seem to possess wesddrsagacity; they seem to be
completely harmless; yes, they even seem to be wadinactive and peaceful.
However, though they appear with the tendernessomnen, yet their teeth are like
lions’ teeth, and it becomes evident that theysargants of him who “prowls around
like a roaring lion looking for someone to devo(t’Pet. 5:8). How all this reminds
us of the description that Jesus gave when Hedsthigewarning: “Watch out for false
prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing; ibutardly they are ferocious
wolves” (Matt. 7:15).

The fact that the locusts had breastplates ofrmag indicate the protection of earthly
powers often extended to the disseminators of kier€sey go from country to

country. They make a great noise in the world, Isinib the noise made by an army
of thundering horses and chariots. But althougly ttanquer the hearts of many by
their flattering lies and deception, yet therehis sting of the scorpion in their tails.
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Their poisonous doctrines, seemingly attractive lsdious at first, in the end will
result in torment and destruction.

They have as king over them the angel of the AbYhss, of course, is none
other than Satan himself. The Hebrew name “Abaddand the Greek name
“Apollyon” both mean “Destroyer,” - an appropriatame for the devil, whose one
ambition it is to lead immortal and blood-boughtilsanto eternal perdition.

As we reflect on this first woe, we certainly amminded of the demonic
activity so prevalent in the world today. Surelye wannot close our eyes to the
escalation of Satan-worship and demonology in riegears. Suffice it to say, that
large numbers of those who were drawn into Satarshi and other Satanic
activities today are in mental institutions or oshital wards for the violent. All this
Is proof once again that following Satan and hikorts always ends in misery,
torment, and devastation. Words simply cannotthelldamage that heresy has done,
and still does, to the souls of men. We must mantioce again, however, that these
terrible heresies, which have their origin in tlegtbmless pit, are a judgment of God
upon all who refuse to believe the truth.

The first woe ends; the second is about to begin.

9:13-16 The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, anelard a voice coming
from the horns of the golden altar that is befooel Gt said to the sixth
angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angletsare bound at
the great river Euphrates.” And the four angels vilaa been kept
ready for this very hour and day and month and yese released to
kill a third of mankind. The number of the mountedops was two
hundred million. | heard their number.

As the trumpet sounded, John heard a voice comamg the four projections at the
top of the incense altar. This tells us immediatkbt the curse or judgment to follow
comes once again by the direct authority of Gode dmmand is given to the sixth
angel: “Release the four angels who are boundeagbat river Euphrates.”

While it is not mandatory for us to regard theserfangels as evil angels (since
God often uses His holy angels in executing Higjiments upon the world), yet the
fact that these angels were “bound” leads us tanasghat they represent forces of
evil. At any rate, it is necessary and importantetaphasize the truth that God
controls all events in the world and that all tbecés of evil are held in check by Him
until He sees fit to have them unleashed. Thishitisiemphasized also by the fact that
these “four angels....had been kept ready forvhry hour and day and month and

11

——
| S—



A Journey Through Revelation

year.” They simply could not be released until Godppointed time had arrived and
the divine command to release them had been giliea.fact that now they were
being released tells us also that when God’s pagieand long-suffering are
exhausted, the judgment of God will descend.

The four angels had been bound at the great BEuphrates. In the preceding
vision, the swarms of locusts came out of hellthis vision the enemies apparently
are given an earthly origin. Euphrates was theoregihere the great world powers of
the Old Testament, the enemies of God’s chosenl@eapose and spread their
dominion over the world. We are thinking of suclweos as Assyria, Babylonia, and
Persia. Israel of old, time and again, had expeedrdestructive judgments of God
from beyond the great river. The announcement ®frétease of the four angels who
had been bound at the Euphrates, therefore, mightfys that the forces of evil,
which heretofore had been held in check, are néased as a judgment of God upon
the world. In all likelihood, we have here the msstere judgment prior to that at the
end of the world.

In the preceding vision, - the swarms of locustsye- noted how Satan and his
hellish hordes are actively involved in spreadiny kands of false doctrines
throughout the world and causing multitudes to dmk dstray by their terrifying and
blinding delusions. We must not forget, howeveat tthe “world” is a powerful ally
of Satan. Words cannot describe the damage thdideasdone, and is being done, to
the souls of men by the false doctrines that hbge origin in the “world.” (We must
issue the reminder once again, however, that thddvemd our flesh are in league
with Satan, so that all three constitute the gnaale alliance of evil.) The “world,” -
no doubt supported by Satan, - has been very clexaamcocting all kinds of heresies
and erroneous philosophies, which are designedthfersole purpose of leading
immortal souls into the very jaws of hell. As exdespof such soul-destroying
theologies, we might mention rationalism, modernismaterialism, humanism,
liberalism, evolutionism, atheism, communism, anangnother isms. The mounted
troops from the region of the Euphrates are symhuaflithe countless isms fabricated
and promulgated by the world. “Countless,” we shgcause John writes: “The
number of the mounted troops was two hundred millicheard their number.” This
number, which must be taken symbolically, represantincalculable host rather than
a precise or specific number. What a large numhdrvehat a great variety of false
teachings are prevalent in this world of ours! Santhem are very brazen; others are
extremely subtle; but all are intended for our degion, - yes, all are designed to rob
us of eternal life.

9:17-19 The horses and riders | saw in my vismwkéd like this: Their
breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, and yebevwsulfur. The heads
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of the horses resembled the heads of lions, andbtheir mouths
came fire, smoke and sulfur. A third of mankind Wwadled by the three
plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur that came outhefr mouths. The
power of the horses was in their mouths and irr tiads; for their tails
were like snakes, having heads with which theyanihjury.

John now proceeds to describe the horses and titréie saw in his vision. The
phraseology he uses emphasizes the terror of tesenic monsters. The riders had
breastplates of the following colors: fiery redabinth blue, and sulfur yellow. Since
all of these are hellish colors, it is obvious tha riders and their horses are in the
service of Satan. The horses are monstrous, tleadsfrightfully resembling the
heads of lions and their mouths emitting fire, smakd sulfur, - again suggesting the
terrors of hell. The heresies symbolized in thision come from the professed
enemies of the church, “their mouths emitting fsmoke and sulfur.” What a graphic
picture of the damning nature of false doctrine!

By these plagues, - by the hellish doctrines symédl by the fire, smoke and
sulfur that came out of the horses’ mouths, - altbf mankind was killed. Does this
mean that men were put to death physically? Inptiegious vision, the locusts were
not allowed to kill men, but only to torture theffhe demonic army of this sixth
trumpet is permitted to kill a third of mankind.dfn this it would appear that physical
death is here implied. Luther and some other conteers identify the movement
here described with that of Mohammedanism, whickerat the beginning of the
seventh century. And surely, it cannot be denieat ih was with a murderous
fanaticism that the Mohammedans waged their seddfoly wars, using all the
abominations of hell in attempting to spread tldstructive heresies. Since they
were promised salvation for slaying “the infidelstiese followers of Mohammed,
numbering countless thousands, overran large afe&sia, Europe, and Africa.

However, it is our opinion that the horses andrade this second woe cannot be
identified exclusively with the rise of Mohammedam; even though
Mohammedanism was, and still is, one of the mostrdetive of all heresies. For one
thing, the bloody attacks of the Mohammedans wemeiexl on against Christian
nations. How does this agree with the fact thad¢hgoes are judgments of God upon
“the inhabitants of the earth, ” that is, the umdedrs? Furthermore, it seems fairly
evident that in the fifth and sixth trumpets, we given a description of the terrible
judgments of God that are coming upon this godlemdd toward the end of the age.
In view of these and other considerations, it appéhat the killing of a third of
mankind might mean that, through heresies and f@ds#rines, a third of mankind
was deprived of spiritual life, and thus also degui of eternal life. The only prospect
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for those who permit themselves to be taken inabgefdoctrine is eternal death.

It is as John writes: “The power of the horses imabkeir mouths and in their tails;
for their tails were like snakes, having heads withich they inflict injury.” The
riders do not Kill; their horses do that. The powethe horses is in their mouths and
in their tails. Horses that kill by emitting firemoke and sulfur, - horses that inflict
injury with tails like snakes having heads, - teigmbolism seems to point to the
world curse in its ultimate stage, to the viciousl @lood-curdling false doctrines
which are spread throughout the world, yes, todisleisions of hell that obscure the
light of God’s Word. The godless inhabitants of geth have brought this disaster,
this killing curse, upon themselves.

9:20-21 The rest of mankind that were not killsdthese plagues still did
not repent of the work of their hands; they did stip worshiping
demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stong wood - idols that
cannot see or hear or walk. Nor did they reperntheir murders, their
magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts

The fact that “a third of mankind was killed by tteee plagues of fire, smoke and
sulfur” does not mean that the remaining two-thindébe saved. Far from it!

God indeed does not want anyone to be eternally 8ipture makes that very
clear. In Ezekiel 33:11 we read: “Say to them, ‘&wely as | live, declares the
Sovereign Lord, | take no pleasure in the deatin®fwicked, but rather that they turn
from their ways and live.” And in 1 Tim. 2:3-4 Saul writes: “This is good, and
pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to bedsaud to come to a knowledge of
the truth.” That all men might be saved, God hasmgithem His Word, containing the
wonderful promise which we so often call “the Gdspea nutshell:” “God so loved
the world that he gave his one and only Son, thaiewver believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

When men reject this Word of God, when they exckéaheg truth for the lie, when
they choose darkness instead of light, when trs#grlito the voice of false prophets
and permit themselves to become enslaved by herekadl kinds, then finally God’s
patience becomes exhausted and He permits tejuitddgnents, - and these are here
described in the fifth and sixth trumpets, - to sl upon “the inhabitants of the
earth,” that is, upon the unbelievers and the ulygod

But in spite of these extremely severe judgmentschvresulted in much injury
and many fatalities, the majority of men still redd to heed God’s call to repentance.
They did not repent of the work of their handsptiher words, they continued to hold



The Vision of the Seven Trumpets (8:1-11:19)

fast to materialistic things. They refused to stapshiping idols and demons. There
is a close relationship between demonology (dewiiship) and idolatry, - both being
direct consequences of rejecting the truth of GMilerd. False doctrines inevitably
lead to idolatry. When men despise God’s Word afdse to worship the Triune
God, they, in their spiritual blindness, turn torgldp idols, the work of their own
hands, - idols made of “gold, silver, bronze, stand wood -idols that cannot see or
hear or walk!” How unreasonable! Still worse, whrean become the victims of false
teachings, they, in reality, give honor to the tland thus actually worship this
“father of lies.” When the world is flooded with &du gross violations of the first
commandment, then the seventh trumpet blast crizamnot be far off.

Indeed, as we have stated already, we might supihaeéethose who “were not
killed by these plagues” would have been terrifigdwhat they had witnessed and
would have returned to God with truly penitent eaBut, no; they hardened their
hearts even more. In this vision, John sees themoasnly persisting in their idol-
worship and demon-worship, but they also refusetepent of “their murders, their
magic arts, their sexual immorality and their théft

Thus we see in this world of our day not only anratance of heretical teachings
and isms of all kinds, but we also see an incr@asens against the second table of
God’s Law. We see human life as being very cheabeapendable. Thousands upon
thousands of people, young and old alike, are remhdkom the ranks of the living
each year by brutal and ruthless killers; and anli upon millions of unborn infants
each year are deprived of their right to life bpgsb who so cruelly promote and
practice abortion.

We see magic arts, in the form of sorcery and witafy, on the increase. Having
cast aside the Word of God, which alone can gieealnd light and peace and joy and
certainty, untold multitudes are turning to ocaitij divination, astrology, fortune-
telling, and other satanic arts and practices, fppigainst hope to find some ray of
light at the end of their dark tunnel, but findingthing but pitch-black darkness.

We see sexual immorality sweeping over this eafttows like a huge river
overflowing its banks, completely out of controlorSidering themselves wise and
liberated, men and women, young and old, have aivestt all laws pertaining to
purity and decency, and have adopted a style afgivn which women exchange
natural relations for unnatural ones, - a styléivang in which men abandon natural
relations with women and commit indecent acts witier men (Rom. 1).

Finally, John sees these hardened people as rgftsirepent of their thefts, - as
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people who have no respect for the property ofrete@d who consider it a natural
and normal behavior to resort to unjust means deoto accumulate vast amounts of
wealth.

Such is a description of the world in its finalg#a- a world in which God and His
Word are ignored, a world in which Satan is exthlla world in which crimes of all
kinds are not only tolerated but often even adwatad world in which heresies and
false doctrines are readily accepted by a thanldedsgyodless generation, - but above
all, a world that, in spite of the warning judgnemf God, refuses to repent and
insists on “doing its own thing” right down to thery end. Since this sixth trumpet
reveals the world in its final impenitence, we ntigtell ask: “What, then, is left?”
The answer is found in connection with the sevémnimpet (11:15).

We note that in these visions John saw nothingapeng to God’s people and the
Church. Thanks be to God, before the seventh trungpeounded, we have in
chapters 10 and 11 a sort of an interlude in whitkrue Christians are assured once
again that false doctrines and heresies will nédesable to destroy completely the
true Word of God. The ultimate triumph of God’s Was guaranteed!

The Angel and TheLittle Scrall

10:1-4 Then | saw another mighty angel coming mlds@m heaven. He was
robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his heasd;face was like the
sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars. He waddmg a little scroll,
which lay open in his hand. He planted his riglutfon the sea and his
left foot on the land, and he gave a loud show tike roar of a lion.
When he shouted, the voices of the seven thungeises And when
the seven thunders spoke, | was about to writet beard a voice from
heaven say, “Seal up what the seven thunders hageasd do not
write it down.”

It must have been an exceptionally impressive silgat John was privileged to
view in this particular vision. Among the many alsgéhat John had seen in the
previous visions, he now saw still another angehiog down from heaven. He was a
mighty angel, possessing great strength; he waedrob a cloud, indicative of
heavenly majesty; above his head was a rainbow,siga of God's pledge, -
signifying perhaps that he was a messenger of akienant God of mercy; his face
was like the sun, reflecting heavenly glory; higgdewere like fiery pillars,
symbolizing power over the enemies and remindingamewhat of the pillars of fire
that protected and guided the Children of Israelttwgir journey from the land of
bondage to the land of promise; and he plantedidiig foot on the sea and his left
foot on the land, symbolizing great power and nigjasd at the same time signifying
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that his message was to resound throughout thes evarld.

Some of the phrases used to describe this miglggldrom heaven are used also
to describe Jesus. In Rev. 1:15-16, it is saidestig that “His feet were like bronze
glowing in a furnace” and that "His face was like tsun. ” In Rev. 4:3, we are told
that a rainbow encircled God’'s throne. When Jeseeraled into heaven, a cloud
received Him out of the sight of His amazed disspland we are told that Jesus will
come again in the clouds of heaven. In various ggess does the New Testament
speak of Jesus as having control over all thingd, that all things have been put
under His feet. In the Old Testament, Jesus fretyues called “the angel of the
Lord.” In the light of this similarity, many intereters say that this angel in chapter 10
is Jesus Himself. This may very well be true. Altgb in the opening words of this
chapter John says, “I saw another mighty angel.am rate, if this angel is not Jesus,
he is an angel very closely associated with Jesdsoae who comes directly from
God'’s presence.

The mighty angel held in his hand a little scrdétis scroll was not at all like the
scroll in chapter 5. That scroll was sealed, asdc@ntents were made known only
after Jesus had opened the seven seals. Thisiscoblapterl0 was small; and instead
of being sealed, it was open, signifying that itessage was to be revealed and
proclaimed to the entire world. When the angel spokh a loud voice, it was similar
to the roar of a lion. His voice resounded throughbe world, and it was a voice that
spoke with authority. Thereupon, like a reverbe@echo, the seven thunders spoke.
Although the seven thunders are not identifiedy thery likely are associated with
God, who confirmed the loud shout of the mighty elndgn Rev. 4.5 we are told:
“From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumipdirand peals of thunder.”

John must have heard the message of the severetisufa he was about to write
it down; but then he heard a voice from heaven “&gal up what the seven thunders
have said and do not write it down.” We have no waitnowing the contents of the
message uttered by the seven thunders. Since thusdelly is a symbol of God’s
wrath, we may surmise that the seven thunders pakles of judgments that will
descend on all who reject and despise God’s lodegrace. However, this is mere
supposition on our part. John was ordered to gealhat the seven thunders had said,
telling us, in effect, that there are things abthé future that God does not want
revealed to us until the proper time comes. Inigresting to note that John is not
permitted to record everything, but only that whigbd wants His Church to know.

10:5-7 Then the angel | had seen standing ong&@sd on the land raised his
right hand to heaven. And he swore by him who lif@sever and
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ever, who created the heavens and all that isemthhe earth and all
that is in it, and the sea and all that is innigl gaid, “There will be no
more delay! But in the days when the seventh aisgabout to sound
his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplgh@ist as he
announced to his servants the prophets. ”

After John had received the instruction to sealwlat the seven thunders had
spoken, he saw the mighty angel raise his righdh@anheaven, - the customary
gesture, even today, for taking an oath. With gseé&mnity, the angel swore by the
eternal and everliving God, the Almighty Creatorhefaven and earth and sea, that
there would be no more delay. In Rev. 6:9ff., wardenow the souls of the martyrs
cried out, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and truatil you judge the inhabitants
of the earth and avenge our blood?” At that timeytkvere told “to wait a little
longer.” But now the cry of the martyrs is aboub®answered; the end is imminent.
The mighty angel declares with an oath: “There balno more delay!”

With the sounding of the seventh trumpet, which wdher in the final series of
judgments known as the seven bowls of wrath, “thestery of God will be
accomplished.” God’s entire purpose for the wordd, revealed in His Gospel
promises, will have reached its goal. The Gospdlhave finished its course. God
will have won the victory over the forces of ewuildawill reign forever. No longer will
the faithful have to await the fulfillment of Godsomises; for all the things that God
has prepared for those who love Him will then hdexome realities. Yes, the
completion of the mystery of God will be “just as Announced to his servants the
prophets,” that is, just as He proclaimed this goeds to His servants of old.

However, please take note of this: the fact that mhystery of God will be
accomplished includes both a comfort and a warnkay. the true believers it will
mean an end to all their sufferings. For the umlvelis it will mean an end to all
opportunities for repentance.

10:8-11 Then the voice that | had heard from heasgoke to me once
more: “Go, take the scroll that lies open in thadhaf the angel who is
standing on the sea and on the land.”

So | went to the angel and asked him to give mditithe scroll.
He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It will turnyrostomach sour, but in
your mouth it will be as sweet as honey.” | took tlitle scroll from
the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweébasy in my mouth,
but when | had eaten it, my stomach turned souenThwas told,
“You must prophesy again about many peoples, ngtiamguages and
kings.”
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The same voice that just a short time before hiadJohn, “Seal up what the seven
trumpets have said and do not write it down,” n@ayssto John: “Go, take the scroll
that lies open in the hand of the angel.”

Take note again of the fact that the booklet isnoge fact, it has never been
closed. It is the Word of God, the everlasting Gbsy our crucified and risen and
living Lord. It is God’s revelation, proclaiming tmen how He will complete the
mystery of salvation through Christ when historyl Wwave reached the goal that God
has set for it.

When John approached the angel and requested itle 8 angel said to him:
“Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach spiut in your mouth it will be as
sweet as honey.”

In the Old Testament, the prophet Ezekiel had alairaxperience when he was
handed a scroll and was told: “Son of man, eatdtyisll | am giving you and fill your
stomach with it.” Ezekiel replied: “So | ate it,chit tasted as sweet as honey in my
mouth” (Ezek. 3:3); but in verse 14 of the sameptdra Ezekiel also speaks of going
“in bitterness and in anger.”

A similar effect is related by St. John, who fouhdt what the angel had told him
proved to be true. He writes: “I took the littlersit from the angel's hand and ate it. It
tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but wher lelagen it, my stomach turned
sour.”A Journey Through Revelation

The symbolic meaning of all this is not too difficto understand. As we have
heard, the open scroll is the Word of God. Eathegdcroll signified that John was to
receive, assimilate and digest the entire Word odf.Gde was to make the Word of
the Lord his own word; it was to become a partiof.fSuch reception of the Word is
sweet, as the Psalmist also testifies, when HeritbescGod’'s words as “sweeter than
honey, than honey from the comb” (Ps. 19:10). Jobts it this way: “It tasted as
sweet as honey in my mouth.” And indeed, it waglgytt for John to proclaim to the
aching hearts of men the sweet Gospel of God'segaad forgiveness.

On the other hand, John also found that his prceti@mm of the Gospel met with
much opposition from the enemies of the Lord. Thi®, was in accord with the
angel’s prophecy: “It will turn your stomach souilhe same Gospel message that
brought sweet comfort and hope to the penitentialgted bitterness and persecution
from the impenitent. Thus, while John found it aestthing to proclaim God’s word
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of pardon and peace, yet he also found it to béter lexperience to pronounce the
judgment of God upon a rebellious world, as wellipsn an unfaithful church.

We feel that it is not out of place at this timentake a few remarks with regard to
our present-day preachers. Let all preachers, wdsiralto be known as Christian
preachers, make it a primary duty, first of allyéceive and digest the whole word of
God, both Law and Gospel. Only as they have doisevitil they be in a position to
share the Word with others, preaching the Law ofd Go all its severity and
proclaiming the saving Gospel in all its sweetn@$gy must not seek to please men
by softening the blows of the Law or by lulling timepenitent into a spiritual slumber
by preaching a social gospel. Nor must they betygaif permitting terror-stricken
sinners to sink into despair and hopelessness thhalding from them the beautiful
and comforting promises of the Gospel.

All preachers who are faithful in their proclamatiof the Word will find that the
effect of the Word is both sweet and bitter; anthiir preaching they will experience
both joy and grief. Seeing people respond wholetbdly to the preaching of God’s
Word is pure sweetness. Proclaiming the judgmerGad’'s wrath upon those who
reject Christ and who refuse to repent of theis $tha painful and bitter thing, often
causing one’s stomach “to turn sour.”

But even in the face of bitterness, hostility amdsgcution, the preaching of God’s
Word in its truth and purity must go on. The angédl John that he “must prophesy
again” before “many peoples, nations, languageskargk.” Notice that word “must,
"which implies “necessity.” Such Christian preadahis a “must” if men, women and
children are to call on the Lord and be savedSioiPaul writes: “How, then, can they
call on the one they have not believed in? And lwaw they believe in the one of
whom they have not heard? And how can they hedrowitsomeone preaching to
them?

And how can they preach unless they are sent? i&siititten, ‘How beautiful are
the feet of those who bring good news!” (Rom. ¥315).

Again, such Christian preaching is a “must” if therld-wide prophesying, which
was commanded by Christ, is to be carried out. pust to His ascension into
heaven, the Lord Jesus gave this commission to dissiples (the Church):
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nationgtlzang them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, sgathing them to obey everything |
have commanded you. And surely | am with you alw&yshe very end of the age”
(Matt. 28:19-20).
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Finally, such Christian preaching is a “must” inder for the Scriptures to be
fulfilled. In His final discourses with His discgs, prior to His suffering and death,
Jesus told them: “And this Gospel of the kingdort be preached in the whole world
as a testimony to all nations, and then the enldcanhe” (Matt. 24:14).

The Two Witnesses

11:1-2 | was given a reed like a measuring ratiaas told “Go and measure
the temple of God and the altar, and count the kipess there. But
exclude the outer court; do not measure it, bectduses been given to
the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city #2 months.”

John was given a reed, a straight bamboo-like cah&h often was used as a
measuring rod; and he was told to measure the &woipGod and the altar, and to
count the worshipers there. This is a referendbadChurch as God sees it, - the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, - thei€h which is composed of all
true believers in Christ, but only the true belisv&Ve commonly refer to this Church
as the “invisible” Church, since we cannot looloitihe hearts of individuals and tell
whether they are sincere Christians or hypocrittsyvever, the Lord, who searches
the hearts and minds, knows those who are His. fdimsbering of the believers is
parallel to the sealing of the 144,000 in Rev. §:Most assuredly, there is untold
comfort in the fact that the Lord knows His owndaguards and protects them.

In addition to the invisible Church, we also spestka “visible” church, which
includes the entire number of those who professetcChristians, but among whom
there are sham Christians, or hypocrites. Eveny leliever is not only a member of
the “invisible” Church, but is also a member of thwsible” church. However, not
everyone who is a member of the *“visible” churchaisnember of the “invisible”
church. Simply stated, not all who claim to be Gtans are genuine Christians. They
may be hypocrites, - unbelievers pretending toddiewers.

In a certain parable, Jesus likened the visibleahto a net full of all kinds of fish,
some good and edible, others bad and worthlesghbugeparation of the good from
the bad will not take place until the last day. sTeame truth is expressed in these
directions given to John: “Exclude the outer codd;not measure it, because it has
been given to the Gentiles.” The outer court, aldfoseemingly a part of the temple,
nevertheless was outside the temple. It belongéukt&Gentiles.

The “Gentiles” in this verse are the sham-chrigtjahe hypocrites, the unbelievers.
They say they are Christians, but God knows theynat. “They will trample on the
holy city for 42 months.”
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There can be no doubt that the holy city is JeamsalFiguratively speaking,
however, Jerusalem is a name for the visible chumchearth. (There is also the
heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God, #relhome of God’s elect). In spite
of the fact that these Gentiles are unbelievershgppacrites, they, for the time being,
reside in the holy city, that is, they are on tmeefnbership rolls” of the visible
church, but they do not really belong there. Wehnilgrand them as intruders, who
actually “trample” on the church and do the chunchgood whatsoever. In Luke
21:24, Jesus had prophesied: “Jerusalem will begied on by the Gentiles until the
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” The Greek lvarsed in Luke is the same verb
used in Revelation and it means “to tread dowrgtfample,” which here implies “to
desecrate.”

The unbelievers in the visible church will remaneite and will hinder the church
in her progress; yes, they will corrupt and detile church in many ways. This will
continue until judgment day, when the sheep wilsbparated from the goats. In the
new Jerusalem, the city of the living God, ther# k@ no corruption or defilement of
any kind.

The “42 months” here spoken of will be mentionescwuamber of times in the
remaining chapters of Revelation. 42 months - 3yBars - 1260 days, they all are
synonymous. Each is equal to the “time, times, lzalfla time” of Daniel (Dan. 7:25;
12:7), and each represents the entire New Testaaranfrom the first coming of
Christ to His second coming on judgment day. Durihig time the Gentiles, or
unbelievers, will desecrate large areas of thélsithurch. The Church, however, the
Holy Christian Church (the sum total of all trudieeers, but only believers) is kept
perfectly safe during this period. No powers ortlear in hell shall ever be able to
harm God’s elect.

11:3-4 “And | will give power to my two witnesseand they will prophesy
for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” These aeettto olive trees and
the two lampstands that stand before the Lord etturth.

The Lord will not be without His witnesses. Here giees the assurance that He
will supply His witnesses with power and that theyl proclaim His message for
1,260 days, that is, throughout the New TestamentTénis reminds us of the promise
which the Lord Jesus gave His disciples shortlyolefascending into heaven. He
said: “You will receive power when the Holy Spiciimes on you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sansard to the ends of the earth”
(Acts 1:8).

Since the 1,260 days are the same as 42 months/ioyears, and since each of
these represents the entire New Testament eracdnies evident immediately that
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the “two witnesses” cannot refer to two specifiddiimduals. “Two” denotes

competent and adequate legal testimony. ThrougBaupture, no less than two
witnesses are demanded. “Every matter must bdlesdtad by the testimony of two
or three witnesses™ (2 Cor. 13:1). Thus the Losd here reminding John that
throughout the New Testament age, even though therdd be large numbers of
false prophets disseminating all kinds of hell-bberesies in the world, yet there
would always be faithful witnesses to proclaim Godiord in its truth and purity to
an apostate church and to an unbelieving world.

The fact that the Lord’s witnesses are clothedaitksloth is an indication of their
penitence and sorrow. Repentance and sorrow fanast be a characteristic mark of
all Christian preachers and witnesses. Otherwigbey did not feel true sorrow over
their own sins, how could they bring to others espel of Jesus Christ in all its
sweetness? And since sackcloth was worn also agnao$ mourning, this could
imply, too, that Christian witnesses often expereenthe bitterness which the
proclamation of God’s word brings with it. It isweell-known fact that Christian
witnesses frequently must endure sorrow and suoffeat the hands of the sham-
christians and unbelievers in the visible church.

We note next that the two witnesses are calledtwme olive trees and the two
lampstands that stand before the Lord. This terlogy marks the witnesses as
authorized representatives of God. The olive tegxply the lamps with oil. In the
Bible, oil frequently is symbolic of the Holy SgirMhen Samuel anointed Saul with
oil, the Holy Spirit came upon Saul. In Psalm 4W#s prophesied that Jesus would
be anointed with the oil of gladness; and in A€Qs38 we read the fulfillment of this
prophecy: “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth wittHbly Spirit and power.”

Let us never forget that the power for effectivénessing is given by the Holy
Spirit, who comes to individuals through Word andci&ment. He is the divine
source of all Christian testimony. Thus, as thediwitnesses are filled with oil, that
is, as they are filled with the Holy Spirit, theyeaat the same time lampstands,
sending forth the light of God’s Word and fulfilgrthe Lord’s will concerning them
when He said, “You are the light of the world” (Mdi:14).

11:5-6 If anyone tries to harm them, fire comesnirtheir mouths and
devours their enemies. This is how anyone who wamtsarm them
must die. These men have power to shut up the skigag it will not
rain during the time they are prophesying; and thaye power to turn
the waters into blood and to strike the earth wikry kind of plague
as often as they want.
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Possessing the Word of God and filled with the Heyyrit, Christian withesses are
thus equipped by the Lord with tremendous powédrafiyone tries to harm them, fire
comes from their mouths and devours their enemiesée is a symbol of God’s
consuming wrath. The fire which comes forth frora thouths of the witnesses is the
Word of God which they proclaim. Those who scora Word of the Lord will find
themselves “devoured” by it. The word which Chagstiwitnesses proclaim brings
severe judgment to those who belittle or despis¥ds, refusal to heed God’s Word
will result in death. “This is how anyone who watdsharm them must die.” In other
words, this is simply how it must be with anyoneoartejects God’s word, - there is
no alternative, - “Whoever does not believe willdmndemned” (Mark 16:16). God’s
word is not an empty sound; and let no one imatfiaethis is not a serious matter. If
people persist in unbelief and refuse to repestptmalty will be, and indeed, must be
death!

Furthermore, we are told that these witnesses “lpaveer to shut up the sky so
that it will not rain during the time they are phgsying.” Reference is now made to
two dramatic and outstanding events in the Oldarasnt.

Because Ahab, the wicked king of Israel, had lexlg@ople into the sin of gross
idolatry, the Prophet Elijah told him: “As the Lorthe God of Israel, lives, whom |
serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in th&trfew years except at my word” (1
Kings 17:1); and it did not rain for a period ofé¢h and a half years. Although most
of the Israelites had forsaken the worship of the God, and although Elijah was one
of the few true witnesses left in Israel, yet behible power which was given him by
the Lord! The sky literally “was shut up,” so ththere was no rain or dew until the
people of Israel repented and returned to the @oé. Indeed, the word of the Lord
which Elijah proclaimed was a word of power.

Another example of the power which God gives Hitnesses is alluded to in the
words: “they have power to turn the waters intoodland to strike the earth with
every kind of plague as often as they want.” AltijoMMoses and Aaron had informed
Pharaoh of God’s command to permit the Childrefsdel to leave Egypt and go to
the land of Canaan, yet Pharaoh stubbornly ignaredl despised the Word of the
Lord. You will recall how God supplied Moses andéawith the awesome power to
bring one plague after another upon Egypt untierahe tenth plague, Pharaoh finally
allowed the Israelites to leave the land of bondaf§gain we say, what a
demonstration of the power with which God’'s witresssare endued when they
faithfully proclaim His Word!

We might add that the last words of verse sixp-strike the earth with every kind



The Vision of the Seven Trumpets (8:1-11:19)

of plague as often as they want, ” - do not indiGabitrariness. Moses and Aaron did
not act arbitrarily. When they called down thesdgjments upon Egypt, they were
acting in accord with the Lord’s will and were fditl in their proclamation of the
Word of the Lord.

The power of Christian witnessing is as great toasyt was in the days of Moses
and Elijah; and the divine warnings and threatsjase as effective and meaningful
now as then. Let this be a source of comfort argkho the true and faithful members
of Christ’s little flock. To all who accept the Gad in true faith, Christian withesses
are the fragrance of life. At the same time, |let tie a reminder to all unbelievers and
despisers of the Word that unless they repent, #neydoomed to eternal death. To
them, Christian withesses are the smell of deatbalse, by rejecting God’s grace,
the unbelievers choose for themselves eternal d2a@lor. 2:16).

11:7-10 Now when they have finished their testigydhe beast that comes up
from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower &itdthem. Their
bodies will lie in the street of the great city, iatnis figuratively called
Sodom and Eqypt, where also their Lord was crutifieor three and a
half days men from every people, tribe, language raation will gaze
on their bodies and refuse them burial. The inlaalst of the earth will
gloat over them and will celebrate by sending eztbler gifts, because
these two prophets had tormented those who livh@earth.

There can be no doubt that the testimony of Chnsivitnesses will be fully
completed before the end of the world. We havelLoud’s own word for that. He has
said: “This Gospel of the kingdom will be preachedhe whole world as a testimony
to all nations, and then the end will come” (Mat:14).

However, just shortly before the end, “the beaat dtomes up from the Abyss will
attack them, and overpower and kill them.” Thigisiarmony with Rev. 20:3, where
we are told that Satan is held in check throughbetthousand year period, that is,
throughout the New Testament era; but then, aetiteof the New Testament age,
“he must be set free for a short time.” In thisdghime,” immediately before the end
of all things, the Church will suffer a most sevebeat final, persecution. Christian
witnesses, having completed their testimony in therld, will be attacked,
overpowered and killed by “the beast that come$raqm the Abyss;” and thus their
testimony will be silenced.

It has been suggested that this beast, this mpmorent of God’s people, is either
the Roman Antichrist, or the whole antichristiarweo (civil and/or ecclesiastical), or
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Satan himself. Certainly, we will agree that thegiecould be symbolic of any of
these three evil powers.

First of all, there is no greater enemy of the &fan Church, and there is no
greater danger to the preaching of the Gospel afsCthan the Church of Rome.
Scripture clearly teaches that we are saved, natunyown works, but solely by the
grace of God through faith in Christ Jesus. Thistloe the Roman papacy does not
permit its adherents to accept and believe. I'her€hof Rome actually curses the
Scriptural doctrine of justification by faith. Bacse of the Pope’s shameful perversion
of the doctrine of salvation by grace through faitChrist, Luther exposed the Pope
as being the Antichrist. To this day, the ChurcliRofme upholds the anathema of the
Council of Trent upon all who adhere to the Scrigltueaching of justification by
faith, without the deeds of the Law. Hence, we saer how the beast could be
symbolic of the Roman Antichrist, and very apprat#iy so.

Others see the beast as a symbol of the wholehaistian power in the world,
either civil or ecclesiastical, which even now aimgreater degree than ever before, is
attacking and seeking to silence Christian testyndihen we consider the present
growing paganism which deliberately scorns the ®@hsp the numerous articles
appearing in public print which boldly attack thecttines of Sacred Scripture, - the
modern-day schools and colleges which not onlyuslelGod’s word, but also mock
and ridicule the truths of Christianity, - the ewgcreasing trend to ignore God’s word
entirely when it comes to moral standards, faitmégk in marriage, abortion,
homosexuality, sexual promiscuity, and other issuéise adoption and promotion of
numerous heresies and human philosophies which tmepe origin in hell and are
designed to destroy completely the testimony of&h&cripture, - yes, when we take
into consideration these and many other trendstwhttempt to discredit Christian
witnessing, then we must say that the beast coeity well be symbolic of all the
antichristian power in the world.

Finally there is good reason also to believe the beast is Satan himself. He is
described here as coming up from the Abyss, ot, RHewever, if we identify this
beast in verse 7 with the two beasts that are bestin chapter 13, then we should
remember that the two beasts of chapter 13 comefdhe sea and out of the earth,
while the beast here in verse 7 comes up from thgs# which would seem to
indicate that the beast is Satan himself. And guiielis not necessary to point out
how Satan continually expands his efforts to attackli overpower and kill all
Christian witnesses.

In the final analysis, however, is it really a pamunt issue whether we identify the
beast as the Roman Antichrist, or as every ansttAan movement, or as Satan
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himself? Each one of these three evil powers isea@my of all who faithfully
proclaim the Gospel of Christ; and each one in #angt to silence Christian
witnessing, is determined to promote heresiesfalhich really have their origin in
hell.

When this great opponent of Christ and His Gospglaegently succeeds in his
effort to overpower and kill the Christian witnessee are told that “their bodies will
lie in the street of the great city, which is figtively called Sodom and Egypt, where
also their Lord was crucified.” The last words bistverse (“where also their Lord
was crucified”) make it clear that “the great citg’Jerusalem, the same city that in
verse 2 of this chapter is called the “holy cityymbolizing the visible church.

Because of its sins of immorality, the Old Testanwty of Sodom was destroyed
by fire and brimstone; but still today “Sodom” sdlarfor a low level of morality. And
when we think of Egypt, where the Children of I$raere enslaved for so many
years, we at once are reminded of slavery, disebediand oppression.

When the “great city,” the “holy city,” the visiblehurch becomes vile and corrupt,
tolerating immorality and homosexuality, allowingays” and lesbians to retain
membership in the church, even permitting themadid high positions in the church;
and when the visible church ignores doctrinal défeces and condones the teaching
of heretical doctrines, thus suppressing the pussp@ and flagrantly disobeying
God’s holy word, then indeed it deserves to beedalSodom and Egypt.” It is sad,
but true, that the most treacherous enemies oHtilg Christian Church are to be
found in the visible church. As the Scribes andriBbas, the religious leaders at the
time of Christ, entertained an intense and biti#rdd against the Messiah, so do
many of the so-called religious leaders in theblgsichurch of today ridicule and
persecute those who faithfully proclaim God’s wordts truth and purity.

Of these Christian witnesses we are told: “Thewlies will lie in the street of the
great city.” As the Jewish religious leaders woalat rest until they had silenced
Christ’s testimony by having Him crucified, so tgdaany of the recognized leaders
in the visible church apparently are not contenil,usymbolically speaking, they see
the bodies of the witnesses lying in the streetthef great city, their Christian
testimony stifled and silenced. But when that hagpevhen the voice of Christian
testimony is finally silenced, then shall the ewdne. Indeed, then it must come; for
then the Gospel testimony has been completed.

The unbelivers in the visible church are joined“imen from every people, tribe,
language and nation” and they will gaze on the é®dif the withesses for three and a
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half days, refusing to bury them. (In the near Eastusal of burial was a gross
violation of the rules of decency.) We have hepcture of the abominable, brutish
and animal-like manner in which the precious Wdr@&od is treated. “Gaze on their
bodies and refuse them burial,” - it seems thatbl®rn and hardened world cannot
easily dismiss the divine testimony. It is stranigat, true, that those who ridicule and
reject the Word actually never get rid of it.

The inhabitants of the earth,” that is, mankindtahostility to God, - those
whose only home is the earth and not heaven, -shiw their bitter hatred against
the Christian witnesses by gloating over them awndexchanging gifts with each
other, thereby celebrating the fact that the voicthe witnesses has been suppressed.
Yes, they rejoice to be rid of these withessescébee these two prophets had
tormented those who live on the earth.” By theithfal proclamation of the divine
word, these witnesses had aroused and terrifieddhsciences of their enemies and
had filled them with rage and malice. Even todhgré¢ are multitudes who do not like
to be rebuked for their ungodly life or for thealde religious beliefs. The Word of
God cuts deeply into the hearts of the impenitdetce, they rejoice to see this Word
suppressed.

However, this rejoicing and gloating on the partha unbelievers and the ungodly
will endure but three and a half days. This is mlsylic way of saying that Satan’s
celebration of his apparent victory over the Gosp#lesses is of very short duration.

11:11-12 But after the three and a half days athref life from God entered
them, and they stood on their feet, and terrorckttbose who saw
them. Then they heard a loud voice from heavenngaio them,
“Come up here.” And they went up to heaven in adJavhile their
enemies looked on.

As previously stated, the three and a half dayg Meely are identical
to the “short time,” right before the end of therldp in which Satan
must be set free. At the end of this short periddtime come
resurrection, ascension and judgment. We are haidafter the three and
a half days “a breath of life from God” entered thiénesses, “and they
stood on their feet, and terror struck those whe Haem.” What a
dramatic scene!

Thus the joy of the enemies was turned into fele fesurrection of
the witnesses was positive proof that their testiynbad been truly the
Word of God; and since their testimony had been’&adith, the
enemies now sensed the terrible judgment confrgritiem. No wonder,
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then, that they were struck with terror! In theafimnalysis, no enemies
of the Word (whether they are within the visibleuath or on the
outside), no powers of hell, no, not even Satanshlfn can ever
completely conquer the Word. When men cast thatdyas it were,
onto the street and celebrate its death, that Widlidise again to their
terror and dismay.

The ultimate and unmistakable victory of the wises became
apparent “when they heard a loud voice from heasagring to them,
‘Come up here.” And they went up to heaven in aid|owhile their
enemies looked on.” Thus it is evident that the vezory is not won by
Satan or the enemies of the Church, but by theesstes who are loyal
to Christ and who faithfully testify to the trutHaving been restored to
life by the miraculous power of God, they now amensoned into the
very presence of God. As we ponder their ascensienrecall the words
which Paul addressed to the Thessalonian Christidren he wrote:
“For the Lord himself will come down from heavenjtiwa loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and whth trumpet call of
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Aftigrat, we who are still
alive and are left will be caught up together viltem in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be wittethord forever” (1
Thess. 4:16-17).

The ascension of the withesses took place “whiée #gnemies looked
on.” This reminds us of some words recorded indpening chapter of
Revelation: “Look, he is coming with the cloudsdaevery eye will see
him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoplethe earth will
mourn because of him. So shall it be. Amen” (Rev).1

The Lord not only supplies witnesses, but He aisallyy withdraws
them; and when He withdraws them, He at the same withdraws His
Word. Then the final judgment is sure to follow weuickly.

11:13-14 At that very hour there was a severthgaake and a
tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand people
kiled in the earthquake, and the survivors were
terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. The
second woe has passed; the third woe is coming soon

In conjunction with the end of the world, menti@nfiequently made
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of a great and severe earthquake. In the visioth@fseven seals, the
passing away of the present world is depicted ése¢hwords: “I| watched
as he opened the sixth seal. There was a gredtgaakie. The sun
turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, Wiele moon turned
blood red, and the stars in the sky fell to eaath]ate figs drop from a
fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. The sky dedelike a scroll,
rolling up, and every mountain and island was regdofrom its place”
(Rev. 6:12-14).

In this earthquake, which occurred at the very hdtoat the
resurrected witnesses were taken to heaven, a éémiie city collapsed
and seven thousand people were killed. Since thedity is symbolic
of the visible Christian church, this ought to teB that the visible
church is not necessarily a haven or refuge oftwafa fact, a large
number of people in the visible church will perisfhe words which
God spoke prior to the Flood may be applicable:Hé&ig Spirit will not
contend with man forever” (Gen. 6:3). When the taSkhe Word is
completed, when God’s witnesses have fulfilledrth@ssion, then God
is through with the world; yes, then the end wilhte.

When a tenth of the city collapsed and seven thuliggeople were
killed, “the survivors were terrified and gave gloto the God of
heaven.” This does not mean that shortly beforeetite there will be a
mass conversion of the impenitent. When the judgrdescends, it will
be too late for repentance. No; this is ratherrafied realization that
Christ, and not the Antichrist, is the one whoagédceive all honor and
glory. In the end, every tongue will have to cosféisat Jesus Christ is
Lord to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:11)o Monger will the
unbelievers and the ungodly be able to deny they gibGod.

The second of the “three woes” is now finished. Ted, and last,
woe is coming quickly.

Certainly, there is much in Revelation, especialgo in chapter 11,
which we cannot understand or interpret. God alor@vs the answers
to these mysteries. In deep humility, we bow befblien and say:
“Thou, 0 Lord, knowest all things. Help us to kn@and proclaim the
truth; and preserve us in the saving faith unto ¢hd.” And so, in
seeking to summarize this chapter thus far, we Mynmbake the
following general observations: the two witnessppaaently represent
all faithful witnesses who throughout the New Tewmat era testify to



The Vision of the Seven Trumpets (8:1-11:19)

the truth of God’'s Word. Many reject the word tisaproclaimed and, as
a result, must face the judgments of God. As thé ehthe world
approaches, antagonism and rebellion against G&disl increase; and
in the final days, right before the end of all gnit may even seem as
though “the beast,” the chief opponent of Christl &is Gospel, will
succeed in silencing completely the voice of Claisttestimony.
However, the Lord will come to the rescue of Hisldi flock. When
judgment day dawns, the world will be judged; amel flaithful withesses
will be received into the joy and bliss of heaven.

The Seventh Trumpet

11:15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet,tlae@d were
loud voices in heaven, which said: “The kingdomtof
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever. ”

The seventh trumpet brings us to the end of thddnamd the final
judgment. Notice, however, that instead of deseglihe final judgment,
or enlarging upon it, the seventh trumpet pict@asene in heaven after
the judgment. The loud voices in heaven, - perltiapsoices of angels,
-announce the uncontested and everlasting reigtmeofLord and His
Christ after divine judgment and grace have doeg thork. When the
end comes, Jesus will deliver all kingdoms, powars] authorities to
His Father; and then He, being one with the Fatiél reign for ever
and ever.

11:16-18 And the twenty-four elders, who were sgabn their
thrones before God, fell on their faces and woesthip
God, saying: “We give thanks to you, Lord God
Almighty, the One who is and who was, because you
have taken your great power and have begun to.rélgn
nations were angry; and your wrath has come. Te ti
has come for judging the dead, and for rewardingryo
servants the prophets and your saints and those who
reverence your name, both small and great - and for
destroying those who destroy the eatth.

The twenty-four elders, representing the Church,da their faces
before the throne of God in a posture of reveremmkhumility and join
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the voices in heaven in singing the doxology oigga“‘We give thanks
to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and whaswbecause you
have taken your great power and have begun to.teign

We note that this song of thanksgiving is addreseeithe One who
is and who was.” In previous chapters He was cdiilled One who is
and who was and who is to come.” Here the word$ovg to come,”
are omitted, because in this vision of the sevénimpet the second
coming of the Lord is viewed as having taken plarel the Lord’s full
and complete reign is viewed as having begun. Hong time God had
permitted Satan and his allies to raise their heg@snst Him; but now,
with the end of the world, this state of affaireisded forever. God has
taken complete control, and He will reign foreverdaever. This
overwhelming victory of the Lord God Almighty calfsrth songs of
praise from His angels and from all the Churcheaven.

In their doxology, the twenty-four elders also @eelthe meaning of
all this for both the believers and the unbelievéisst, they say: “The
nations were angry.” Very likely, this is a refecento the Gentiles (the
unbelievers) who had trampled on the holy city @fsble church) for
forty-two months. We are reminded of the words &alBh 2:1-6: “Why
do the nations conspire and the peoples plot invdihe kings of the
earth take their stand and the rulers gather tegethainst the Lord and
against his Anointed One. ‘Let us break their cbaithey say, ‘and
throw off their fetters.” The One enthroned in heavaughs; the Lord
scoffs at them. Then he rebukes them in his angerterrifies them in
his wrath, saying, ‘I have installed my King on @jany holy hill.” The
complete defeat of the ungodly causes them to becfumous with
anger.

“And your wrath has come.” God’s wrath triumphs.isTts a theme
that permeates both the Old Testament and the Nestament. Of
course, in the New Testament, when we read of élyeofl God’s wrath,
that is the end of the world, - that is judgmeny.daJourney Through
Revelation

“The time has come for judging the dead.” Skeptitay ask in a
mocking tone of voice: “How can the dead be judgedr would
remind them that there will be a resurrection othbbelievers and
unbelievers. For the believers, this will not beay of wrath. On that
day, God will reward His “servants the prophets.hat¥/the prophets of
old had foretold will now be manifest before the®ry eyes. That,
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perhaps, will be one of their greatest rewardsught to be self-evident,
however, that the “reward” spoken of is not a ravaf merit, but a
reward of grace.

The same reward of grace is in store for the sants for all who
revere God’s name, both small and great. The sametshose who have
great respect for everything that God has saidisrviford, and they trust
implicitly the words and promises of God. What arglus day it will be
for them when the day of judgment comes and wheth their own
eyes, they shall see their great God and Savior laefwld all the
indescribable things that God has prepared for them

This gift, or reward of grace, will be there fordth small and great.”
All Christians, whether in the eyes of man they éndeld prominent
positions or not, - all who revere the name ofltbed will receive this
reward. This truth is expressed also in Psalm t%3 “The Lord
remembers us and will bless us: He will bless thigsk of Israel, he will
bless the house of Aaron, he will bless those vaao the Lord - small
and great alike.”

The day of judgment, however, will be a day of borand
punishment for the unbelievers, who are descrilpethis song of the
elders as “those who destroy the earth.” By thmmorality, wickedness
and unrighteousness, the ungodly have broughtut#isin on the earth.
“Destroying those who destroy the earth” expregsss recompense.
The final judgment will bring them their final duand this will be
described in greater detall in later chapters.

11:19 Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and
within his temple was seen the ark of his covenant.
And there came flashes of lightning, rumblings,
peals of thunder, an earthquake and a great
hailstorm.

The temple of God in the holy city, which, in theeming verse of this
chapter John was told to measure, is symbolic ef Hioly Christian
Church on earth, surrounded on all sides by theodiggand the
unbelievers. God’'s temple on earth has its couateip heaven, - the
Church delivered from all her enemies.
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In the vision of the seventh trumpet, John sawtémeple in heaven
opened; and within the temple was seen the arketbvenant. In the
Old Testament, the ark of the covenant symbolibedpresence of God
among His people. But, being located in the Hol\Hofies, it was seen
normally only by the high priest; and he saw itweeldom. Now,
however, the temple of God in heaven is opened, thadark of the
covenant is visible to all. This simply means tl@abd’'s covenant
promise, - “I will be your God,” - is fulfilled; ah all who reach the
heavenly temple will see Him face to face and duliell in His presence
throughout eternity.

This chapter closes with the words: “And there caitashes of
lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an eartlhguaand a great
hailstorm.” All of these symbolize the destructitvat the wrath of God
will bring upon the ungodly and impenitent peoptethe world. God
grant that we never will have to face His wrathtHea may we, by
God’s grace, always cling to our Savior in trughfaknowing assuredly
that by His sacrifice on Calvary’s cross He has enfadl atonement for
our sins and has reconciled us to His heavenlydfralow God is also
our Father, and by faith in Christ we are His add@ons and daughters.
What a privilege! What a blessing! Never will we bble to extol
sufficiently tthe love and grace and goodness ofgpeat God and Lord!



