The Vision of Various Personages and Events (12:12Q)

TheVision of Various Per sonages and Events
(Rev. 12:1 - 14:20)

The Woman and The Dragon

12:1-2 A great and wondrous sign appeared in baava woman
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her &et a crown
of twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant aad out in
pain as she was about to give birth.

Chapter 12 of Revelation holds before our eyesethtlistinct scenes: (1)
the futile efforts of Satan to destroy Christ whibrist was here on earth; (2) the
equally unsuccessful efforts of Satan to destreyGhurch of Christ; and (3) the
desperate attempts of Satan to destroy the indiVichembers of Christ’s flock.
We must realize that in the first six verses o§ ttihapter we do not see future
events. In a symbolic manner, John gives us a laefce of Christ's life here on
earth from His birth to His ascension; and tha &ppears before our eyes like a
flash. We see Him born, and the next moment, a®iie we see Him ascending
to heaven.

“A great and wondrous sign appeared in heavenlicating an unusual
spectacle or event. It is a breathless scene diatt i privileged to behold, - “a
woman clothed with the sun, with the moon underfeet and a crown of twelve
stars on her head.” Since twelve is the numberhef @hurch, and since the
woman wears a crown of twelve stars on her heade tban be no doubt that the
woman symbolizes the Church; and John here segShhech in her real glory.
The heavenly splendor of the Church is symbolizgdhie fact that she has the
sun as a robe and the moon as a footstool, expgeg®s influence she exerts in
the rule of the universe.

We are told that the woman “was pregnant and avigidin pain as she
was about to give birth.” No; this woman is not ¥iggin Mary. As we have just
mentioned, the woman represents the entire Churah,true believers in both
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the Old Testament and the New Testament. God'kffhipeople in the Old
Testament yearned for the coming of the Saviot,gasa pregnant woman yearns
for the birth of her child. Indeed, the cry of tadills the Old Testament. Like
the venerable and aged Simeon, there were manyawkiously were “waiting
for the consolation of Israel” (Luke 2:25).

Someone else also was waiting for the birth of @teld, but for an
altogether different purpose, as we shall see tlmmext verses.

12:3-4  Then another sign appeared in heaven: aorrenous red
dragon with seven heads and ten horns and sevamnsron
his heads. His tail swept a third of the stars ofithe sky and
flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in fimfithe woman
who was about to give birth, so that he might devear child
the moment st was born.

There can be no doubt that the “enormous red dfagoSatan. He is
depicted as a fierce monster, possessing a beagtdy power. Red, the color of
blood, is also a hellish color, and it may symbmlihe fact that Satan is a
murderer. He is described further as having seea$iand ten horns, indicating
his wisdom and great power. The seven crowns omédasls are not crowns of
victory, but “diadems.”

The “diadem” was a ribbon, bound around the haaal mark of royalty. It
was worn by some of the Roman emperors, who derdatodbe regarded and
worshiped as gods. That Satan is here picturedeasing such “diadems” is
significant; for certainly, Satan strives to usarm arrogate to himself the power
and dominion which alone belongs to God. The ApoBthul refers to Satan as
the “god of this world.” Indeed, the devil desitesdbe God and he would have all
men bow down before him. He even took Christ “teeay high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and tisgiendor. ‘All this | will give
you,’ he said, ‘if you will bow down and worship rfigMatt. 4:8-9).
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We are told furthermore of Satan: “His tail swaphird of the stars out of
the sky and flung them to the earth.” This couldabe=ference to Jude 6: “The
angels who did not keep their positions of autlyobitit abandoned their own
home....” Scripture does not tell us very much akibe original fall of the
angels. However, it is an accepted fact that Sdten)eader of this rebellion,
drew other angels with him. The fact that theseelntpst their home in heaven
is perhaps expressed in the words: Satan “flunigp tleethe earth.”

This dragon, the devil, “stood in front of the wamwho was about to
give birth, so that he might devour her child thenment it was born.” After the
fall of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, God s$aithe serpent, the devil: “I
will put enmity between you and the woman, and keetwyour offspring and
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike heel”

(Gen. 3:15). To avoid this fatal blow, Satan watedwrined to destroy the Child
as soon as He would be born.

12:5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, whth muie all the
nations with an iron scepter. And her child wastshad up to
God and to his throne.

Here we have the incarnation in Revelation. Thegpant woman is the
Church, - pregnant with the promise of the comingsklah. At the proper time
“she gave birth to a Son.” There can be no douddtttiis male Child who is born
is the Christ. The inspired Prophet Isaiah, spepkinand for the Church in his
day, stated it very beautifully when he said: “Eous a child is born, to us a son
is given, and the government will be on his shoiddé&nd he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fatherince of Peace” (ls.
9:6). This “male Child” will “rule all nations withan iron scepter.” The iron
scepter symbolizes the strength of the Messiah{reSince the heathen rage
against the Lord and His Anointed One (Psalm By #re treated to an iron rod;
and with this iron scepter the Messiah rules oher raging heathen and their
leaders throughout the New Testament era.
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However, in this birth of the Child, we must natly think of the event
that took place in Bethlehem of Judea nearly twousland years ago. We must
include in this birth the entire life of Christ @arth, from His incarnation to His
ascension, - His ascension being expressed inahdsw‘Her child was snatched
up to God and to his throne.”

The main point that is emphasized in these velgrgever, is the fact that
throughout Christ’s life here on earth, - from Histh to His ascension, - the
devil’'s primary objective was to destroy Christ dadindermine His work. How
clearly this is brought out in the Gospel recoffsink of the satanic attempt to
destroy the Christ-child when Herod issued the camuht'to kill all the boys in
Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years abd ander, in accordance with
the time he had learned from the Magi” (Matt. 2: TR)ink of the experience that
Jesus had at the very beginning of His public mipierhen He was tempted by
the devil in the wilderness (Matt. 4:1-11). Redh# extremely large number of
demon-possessed people with whom Jesus came intactoand see how He
cast the devils out of these afflicted people. Realso how Satan worked
through Jesus’ disciples in an attempt to prevesus from accomplishing His
mission. When Jesus on one occasion told His descipf His impending death
and resurrection, “Peter took him aside and begarhiuke him. ‘Never, Lord!"
he said. ‘This shall never happen to you! Jesuse and said to Petéfzet
behind me, Satar'¥ou are a stumbling block to me; you do not haveind the
things of God, but the things of men™ (Matt. 16:22). Or think of how Satan
prompted Judas Iscariot to betray Jesus (John.13:2)

Certainly, it is comforting to know that Satan wassuccessful in every
one of his attacks against Christ. Although Satarh@ps boasted of being
victorious when the Son of God bowed His head iatlileyet that death on
Calvary’s cross was the blow that crushed the s¢ipbead. Very appropriately,
therefore, does Scripture say of Jesus: “The retsofon of God appeared was
to destroy the devil's work” (I John 3:8). Chrigsiis is the Victor! The devil is
the defeated foe!
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12:6 The woman fled into the desert to a placeared for her by
God, where she might be taken care of for 1,26@.day

The brief statement concerning the woman, who s¥jirds the Church, is
described more fully in the concluding verses o tthapter (v. 13-17). You will
observe that when Jesus ascended into heavenhtirelOwvas not snatched up
to God and to His throne. The Church must remaireanth to fulfil her God-
given mission; and we are reminded of these wofdesus in His high-priestly
prayer: “My prayer is not that you take them outhadf world but that you protect
them from the evil one. They are not of the woelden as | am not of it. Sanctify
them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sem into the world, | have sent
them into the world. For them | sanctify myselfaththey too may be truly
sanctified” (John 17:15-19).

“The woman fled into the desert.” In a certainserwe might say that the
Church is in exile. This earth is not her real hpimer real home is in heaven.
The “desert” need not necessarily imply a wastelantirather a place of refuge.
Here she will “be taken care of for 1,260 days,’ iarother words, throughout
the entire New Testament era.

With the Lord as her Care-taker and Provider,Gheirch need have no
fears. As God provided manna for the Children o&dkin the wilderness, as
God sent ravens to feed Elijah at the Kerith Rgveoethe Lord will nourish and
sustain His Church throughout the New TestameniveéraHis life-giving Word.
In addition, He will guard and protect her so t&atan will never be able to
destroy her. Vicious attacks may be made against ded the storms of
persecution may rage in all their fury; but we tenabsolutely certain that the
Church will never starve or die during her stayhie “desert.”

12:7-9  And there was war in heaven. Michael amsldngels fought
against the dragon, and the dragon and his angmlglit back.
But he was not strong enough, and they lost thicep in
heaven. The great dragon was hurled down - thatieatc
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serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads thelevworld
astray. Me was hurled to the earth, and his angatls him.

As a brief summary of these verses, we might sayttie war described
here does not refer to the original fall of the elsgwhich occurred prior to the
fall of Adam and Eve. The song of victory that éolled this war seems to
indicate that there was a great struggle in whidbhislel and the good angels
fought against the dragon and the evil angels.ymb®lic language, John is
telling us that the devil has been defeated andhthdas lost his ability to accuse
the Christians before the throne of God. That,flyristated, is the meaning of
this “war in heaven.”

While there are some differing views regarding ihentity of Michael,
yet from Dan. 10:13 we conclude that Michael wasiagel of superior rank.

We know that the angels of God are interested andarned in the redemptive
work of Christ. A multitude of the heavenly hospapred in the sky on the night
that Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea (Luk&)Z2After Jesus had
overcome the temptations of the devil in the desestare told that angels came
and ministered unto Him (Matt. 4: 1 1). When Jegtesyed so ardently in the
Garden of Gethsemane, “an angel from heaven app&atem and strengthened
him” (Luke 22:43). At the time that Jesus was de@sHe said that He could
have had at His disposal “more than twelve legiohsngels” (Matt. 27:52).
Angels were present at the resurrection of Jestisisio at the ascension of Jesus
into heaven.

In 1 John 3:8, we are told expressly that Chesud appeared in the flesh
to destroy the works of the devil. It was a tecrifbattle. Jesus endured
unspeakable agony, suffering and death by cruotipdut thus He destroyed the
works of the devil, He crushed the serpent’s h&aeé.war which John saw in his
vision, - the war of Michael and his angels fighgtiagainst the dragon and his
angels, - is a representation of the battle in Wwhhrist decisively defeated
Satan and deprived him of any right to accuse ndemn us before the throne of
God.
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In addition to being called “the dragon,” this lmenemy of God and man
is also called (1) the “ancient serpent,” becausewas the “serpent” who
tempted Eve in the Garden of Eden; (2) the “deviktause he is a slanderer, a
liar and the father of lies; and (3) “Satan,” a darhich means “accuser.”

Furthermore, he is characterized as the one “whdd the whole world
astray;” and certainly, it is pathetic to see thengnways employed by the devil
to deceive people and to lead them astray. Thirtke@fnany religions in our day
that have no room for Christ and His atoning saajfbut teach instead that man
can save himself by his own good works and uprldét Think of how the
seriousness of sin is ignored and how people aletdebelieve that each
generation has a right to establish its own statedaf morality. Think of the
desperate attempts on the part of individuals amifee nations to eradicate
Christianity from the face of the earth. Think éetnumerous cults that have
mushroomed throughout the world, many of them adimng Satan-worship.
Think of some of the legislation enacted todayegidlation that is designed to
undermine certain Biblical truths. Think of how th@rldly life is pictured in
glamorous terms, while the Christian way of lifesc®rned and ridiculed.

Nevertheless, because of the death, the reswmeatid the ascension of
Jesus, the devil is truly a defeated foe. We al@ tlmat “he was not strong
enough,” - that he and his angels “lost their placdeaven,” - that “he was
hurled to the earth and his angels with him.”

The great effect of Christ's enthronement is tBatan no longer has the
ability or power to accuse us before God. In Rorh.v@e are told: “There is now
no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesdisd again we read: “Who
will bring any charge against those whom God haseh?” (Rom. 8:33).

The great dragon was “hurled down” or “thrown bi8peaking of His
impending death, Jesus had said: “Now is the tiorettie judgment on this
world; now the prince of this world will bériven out” (John 12:31). On another
occasion, when Jesus told the seventy disciplegjtice because their names
were written in heaven, He prefaced His remarkdyrsy: “I saw Sataffall like
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lightning from heaven” (Luke 10:18), his power ttcase us and to prevent our
names from being recorded among the blessed beimg fgrever.

The fact that Satan no longer can accuse the @edpbod undoubtedly
will explain his intense hostility against God’sopée in the last days. “He was
hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.” Ehesrds describe Satan’'s
defeat as decisive, absolutely complete.

12:10-12 Then | heard a loud voice in heaven Shigw have come the
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God] the
authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our thrers, who
accuses them before our God day and night, has badad
down. They overcame him by the blood of the Landbbarthe
word of their testimony; they did not love theirels so much as
to shrink from death. Therefore rejoice, you heavand you
who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the $ezause
the devil has gone down to you! He is filled wiihyf because
he knows that his time is short.”

The loud voice from heaven confirmed what was saidcerning the
defeat of Satan and the significance of that deféiate Satan has been “hurled
down,” and since he has lost his ability and potweaccuse the people of God,
we can now rejoice in the fact that there is nghio prevent the coming of
God'’s salvation and God’s power and God’s kingdaoor;is there anything that
can restrict or limit the authority of Christ.

“For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses thefore our God day
and night, has been hurled down.” These words dgefiitely portray Satan as a
relentless prosecuting attorney. By day and bytriighappears before the throne
of God to bring charges against God’s elect. Itather ironical that he who
tempts people to fall into sin is the same one atwuses them before the bar of
divine justice and demands their punishment; bat th characteristic of Satan,
that is the way he operates. How thankful we ouglite, therefore, that by His
death on Calvary’s cross, Christ defeated Satardapdved him of his power as
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a prosecuting attorney. The mouth of the great smcinas been stopped.
Salvation indeed is complete!

It is true, as long as Christians live here ortredhey still daily sin much;
but Satan can no longer successfully accuse thdmy have overcome him
because of “the blood of the Lamb.” Here we conee f face with the central
teaching of Scripture, namely, that “the blood @$uls, his Son, purifies us from
all sin” (1 John 1:7). Because the Son of God dHmdholy, precious blood as
full payment for all of our sins, Satan no longan@ccuse us. How beautifully
this is expressed in Paul’'s Epistle to the Romdngod is for us, who can be
against us? He who did not spare his own Son, &g fpim up for us all - how
will he not also, along with him, graciously give all things? Who will bring
any charge against those whom God has chosen@tdsvho justifies. Who is
he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died - moretiiad, who was raised to life
- Iis at the right hand of God and is also intemsgdor us” (Rom 8:31-34).

Christians have overcome Satan also because ef Vitbrd of their
testimony,” namely, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Stnim and substance of the
Gospel is that God, for the sake of Jesus, forgaliesf our sins and declares us
just. Every one who accepts this Gospel messagearfaith is in possession of
this divine pardon. Having thus already been atepiiby God, it follows that
Satan can in no way bring further charges agamst u

Furthermore, we are told of the “brothers,” thegle of God: “They did
not love their lives so much as to shrink from déaindeed, many Christians in
John’s day chose to suffer martyrdom rather thatetoy their Lord and Savior.
The Gospel of Christ Jesus, which offered them detegpardon and the gift of
eternal life, was far more precious to them thairtphysical life. Even today,
true Christians value their spiritual life and tbertainty of eternal life more
highly than their physical life. While we pray th@bd would preserve us from
bloody persecutions, yet, if these persecu-tiomsllshcome, we are convinced
that the true people of God would not love theiysital lives so much that they
would refuse to suffer death for the sake of t&aivior and His Gospel.
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The devil is a vanquished foe! His accusationsmsgj&od’s people are of
no avail! “Therefore rejoice, you heavens and ydwwwell in them!” We, too,
who have our citizenship in heaven, have everyore&s rejoice. Freed from the
power and the accusing voice of Satan, knowingradsuthat we have been
cleansed from all sins by the blood of Christ, aagling the divine promise that
a place in God’s heaven is awaiting us after thesdd our earthly sojourn are
done, we certainly have every reason to rejoicegavel thanks to our great God
and Savior.

“But woe to the earth and the sea, because thietds/gone down to you!
He is filled with fury, because he knows that Imset is short.” Judgment day has
not yet come; and while Satan has lost his poweacttuse those who are in
Christ, he has not as yet been cast into “the tdkige.” We still are living in
that period of 1,260 days during which the holyyGsttrampled by the Gentiles;
and the devil is determined to take as many peapl@ossible with him into
everlasting damnation. Hence, “he is filled witlyfubecause he knows that his
time is short.”

Having been thoroughly defeated in his battle rgfaChrist, and know-
ing that the end of all things is at hand, the deew levels his attacks against
the Church on earth. This is brought out in theai@mng verses of this chapter.

12:13-14 When the dragon saw that he had beeretiud the earth, he
pursued the woman who had given birth to the mhilel.cThe
woman was given the two wings of a great eaglghabshe
might fly to the place prepared for her in the dgsehere she
would be taken care of for a time, times and hdaifree, out of
the serpent’s reach.

The sixth verse of this chapter already told @ #iter Christ’s ascension
into heaven, the woman, who symbolizes the Chutled,into the desert, where
God had prepared a place for her, and where shenawasshed for 1,260 days,
or, throughout the entire New Testament era. Bagghwith verse 13, we now
learn more about this feature.

10
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| —
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“When the dragon saw that he had been hurledet@dnth,” that is, when
Satan realized that Christ, by His death, resuomedand ascension into heaven
had gained the victory over him, he directed hiacks against the Church of
Christ, pursuing “the woman who had given birtithie male child” in order to
destroy her.

But God protected the woman (the Church) by givieg “the two wings
of a great eagle, so that she might fly to theelapared for her in the desert.”
The phrase, “wings of an eagle,” symbolizes Godstgrtive care for His
people. We are reminded of God’'s words to the @hildof Israel: “You
yourselves have seen what | did to Egypt, and hoarried yowon eagles’ wings
and brought you to myself” (Ex. 19:4). As the peomif God in the Old
Testament suffered persecution in Egypt, the lanobodage, so the Church of
Christ on earth, until the end of days, will beaekied by Satan and his allies. But
as God granted deliverance and protection to Hipleeof old, so even today He
protects His Church, preparing for her a place aféty “out of the serpent’s
reach,” and providing her with the spiritual mantiae “Bread of Life.” We
would emphasize once again, however, that the @hwgmbolized by the
woman, is the whole number of true believers ini€hithe invisible Church),
and is not to be confused with any visible chundaaizations.

The Church is taken care of in a place preparetido in the desert. This
ought to remind us Christians once again that webat pilgrims and sojourners
here upon earth, and that here we have no permdnesiling place. Heaven is
our real home, and, as we sing in one of the hyrfeeth is a desert drear.”
Nevertheless, throughout the “time, times and aaifme,” that is, throughout the
New Testament period, the members of Christ's Ghmeed never succumb to
fear; for the Lord is ever-present to take carédisf Church, to nourish her, to
protect her, and to grant her divine help agaimstiles of the devil.

12:15-16 T hen from his mouth the serpent spewedrvike a river, to
overtake the woman and sweep her away with thenarBut
the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and

11
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swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed ofithis
mouth.

The devil does not give up; nor will he give uptiuthe time when he
shall be cast forever into the lake of fire. Here are told that “the serpent
spewed water like a river” from his mouth in areatpt to sweep the woman
away. This river of water is symbolic of the wavek delusions and false
doctrines that originate with Satan and by whichwloelld cause the Church of
Christ to be moved from the solid foundation of M&rd of God. But the
eagerness of the ungodly inhabitants of the earttirink in all these demonic
teachings actually helps the Church to recognizd ewaluate these false
doctrines for what they are, namely, delusionsaiis.

As one example, we might mention the satanic thebevolution. While
this demonic doctrine has been accepted with gragérness by the inhabitants
of the earth, it has not been able to destroy & fof the true believers in
Christ. If anything, it has strengthened their Haiih these opening words of
Scripture: “In the beginning God created the heavaend the earth” (Gen. 1:1).

St. Paul describes the gullibility of the peopfdh® earth in these words:
“For the time will come when men will not put uptivisound doctrine. Instead,
to suit their own desires, they will gather arotineim a great number of teachers
to say what their itching ears want to hear. Thaltwrn their ears away from
the truth and turn aside to myths” (2 Tim. 4:3-But in spite of it all, the true
Church will continue to stand on a solid foundafie “on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himsdti@ghief cornerstone” (Eph.
2:20).

12:17 Then the dragon was enraged at the womanvand off to
make war against the rest of her offspring — thoke obey
God’s commandments and hold to the testimony afsles

The devil had failed in his attempt to defeat aedtroy Christ; he had
failed in his attempt to sweep away the Church bfisE; now, enraged at the

12
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woman, he “went off to make war against the resherf offspring,” that is,
against the individual members of the Church.

The children of the Church are described as “thabe obey God’s
commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus"Testimony of Jesus” is
the Gospel of Christ Jesus. True Christians ar@lpasho, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, have accepted the Gospel in true faitid thus know that all their
sins are forgiven, that God is their loving Fatlaard that heaven is their eternal
home. Having thus become God'’s children by grdueugh faith, they also, by
the power of the selfsame Spirit, strive to obeyd@@ommandments in order to
show their love and gratitude to Him who has damensich for them.

The devil knows full well that, as he could nostitey Christ, so he cannot
destroy the Church of Christ as an organism. Caresgty, until the end of days,
he will now have as his targets the children of @eurch, the individual
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, doing his utmmslestroy their faith and thus
cause them to forfeit their membership in the ChufcChrist.

How important it is, therefore, that each and gwvaember of the Church
heed well these words of the inspired Apostle Pdtihally, be strong in the
Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full arnoérGod so that you can take
your stand against the devil's schemes. For ouggte is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the autlesritagainst the powers of this
dark world and against the spiritual forces of awil the heavenly realms.
Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so thaewlthe day of evil comes, you
may be able to stand your ground, and after yow lamne everything, to stand.
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled @md your waist, with the
breastplate of righteousness in place, and withr feet fitted with the readiness
that comes from the gospel of peace. In additioalltthis, take up the shield of
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flargiarrows of the evil one. Take
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spivhich is the word of God.
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with alh#éts of prayers and requests”
(Eph. 6:10-18).

13
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The Beast Out of The Sea

13:1-2  And the dragon stood on the shore of tlae Aad | saw a beast
coming out of the sea. He had ten horns and segadd) with
ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a blasphs
name. The beast | saw resembled a leopard, butféeidlike
those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lione @hagon gave
the beast his power and his throne and great author

Concerning the two beasts that are described sndhapter, - the beast
coming out of the sea and the beast coming ouiteoéarth, - we can make
the following positive statements: both beastsivectheir power from the

devil; both beasts are agents of the devil andesthrg devil's purposes;
and although both beasts are powerful enemies efCurch, yet they

will be unable to inflict any permanent damage @dG elect.

We feel very strongly that the beast which Jolm saming out of the sea
is a symbol of secular government. This vision oifin) is very similar to the
vision which came to the Prophet Daniel in the O&bstament. Concerning his
vision, Daniel said: “Four great beasts, each dbfie from the others, came up
out of the sea” (Dan. 7:3). Then the prophet prdsde give this description of
the four beasts: “The first was like a lion;” aged beast “looked like a bear;” a
third beast “looked like a leopard .... This bdasd four heads, and it was given
authority to rule;” the fourth beast “had ten hotnSince the third beast in
Daniel’s vision had four heads, it is evident tha four beasts had a total of
seven heads.

The characteristics of these four beasts mentiaméde Book of Daniel
are combined in the beast that John saw comingfotiite sea. John states that
this beast “resembled a leopard;” that he had ‘tiketthose of a bear;” that he
had “a mouth like that of a lion;” and that he had horns and seven heads.
What an amazing similarity we have in the visiorbDaiiel and that of John! But
what does it all mean?

14
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Concerning the four beasts in Daniel’s vision,ave told very definitely:
“The four great beasts are four kingdoms that wdé from the earth” (Dan.
7:17). On the basis of chapters two and eight @mBbok of Daniel, these four
kingdoms are rather easy to identify. (1) The Bymbolizes the neo-Babylonian
empire, also known as the kingdom of NebuchadnefZpiThe bear symbolizes
the Medo-Persian empire. (3) The leopard represkatempire of Alexander the
Great. After Alexander’s death, his empire wasakd into four kingdoms; and
these very likely, are symbolized by the four heafishe third beast. (4) The
fourth beast, un-named, seems to point to the Ramgoire; and the ten horns of
this beast may refer to the many kingdoms thateafoesm the ruins of the
powerful Roman empire.

Since there is so much similarity in the visiodsDaniel and John, and
since the beasts in Daniel’s vision are symboliearthly kingdoms and secular
rulers, we are led to conclude that the beast wbdadin saw coming out of the
sea is a symbol of secular government as it is bgeshatan in attacking the elect
of God. This beast is described by John as hauieg Horns and seven heads.”
In the previous chapter, the “enormous red dragess described as also having
“seven heads and ten horns” (Rev. 12:3). Thus we i@ close union existing
between the beast and the devil.

On his horns the beast had ten crowns, - as thdwegloperates with
Christ's royal powers. And indeed, down through tenturies and to this
present time, secular governments all too oftenehattempted to usurp the
authority of God and to set aside God’s divine cands and ordinances. As an
example, we usually are quick to point to commumigbvernments that in our
day seek to dethrone God and eliminate Christidinitgn the face of the earth.
However, we must not lose sight of the fact tharnestemocratic governments in
our day often ignore God’s specific commands anacefegislation that is in
direct violation of the Laws of God, thus againwing the coalition that exists
between the beast and the devil.

“And on each head,” we are told, the beast hadlasphemous name,” -
very likely a blasphemy directed against God, angant title insulting to God.
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We know that many of the ancient Roman emperongnaas titles of deity and
demanded for themselves the honor that belongsaorGod. The Emperor
Domitian, for example, demanded to be addresséb@winus et Deus noster,”
- “Our Lord and God.” What horrible blasphemy!

We indicated before that, even today, secular goaents often are guilty
of usurping the prerogatives of God; and when €bestians see how easily the
power of civil governments can be enlisted in theviee of the devil, they are
inclined to become afraid and to be filled withealfng of helplessness and utter
disgust. We could mention many examples, but aWéhsuffice.

We know that the government readily tolerates tieaching of
evolutionistic theories in public schools, butlz same time seeks to forbid the
teaching of the account of creation as it is reedréh the Book of Genesis.
Profanity and immoral scenes are permitted on igtav shows, but children in
public schools are denied the privilege to addtesg God in prayer. Sexual
promiscuity is condoned, but many, yes millionsynborn children are deprived
of their right to live. Indeed, it has almost cortwethe point where it is an
impossibility for a staunch and true Christian, wktands firmly on the
foundation of God’s Word, to be elected to a highagnmental office.

Certainly, it requires no stretch of the imagioatito see how civil
governments, not only in our country, but in coiastrthroughout the world,
have become instruments of Satan. This fact is esipéd also in these words of
St. John: “The dragon gave the beast his power taadthrone and great
authority.”

13:3 One of the heads of the beast seemed to hadea fatal
wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. Thdemmorld
was astonished and followed the beast.

It is difficult to identify the fatal wound whicbne of the heads of the
beast is said to have suffered, but from whichcavery was made. Since we
have concluded that the beast which came out oks#aeis symbolic of civil
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government, it is evident that at some time indmstthe civil government
suffered a death-blow, from which it later recowkere

Some say that this occurred when the emperor @oiirsé was converted
and Christianity became the religion of the empibet the “healing” or
“recovery” was the resulting state-church system, system which eventually
proved to be a great enemy of orthodox Christiar@yhers refer this mortal
wound, and the recovery from the same, to theofathe Roman empire and the
resulting rise of the Roman papacy. Still otherainal that the anti-christian
power of civil government was dealt a death-blowewhlesus died on Good
Friday, rose from the dead on Easter Sunday and @latys later ascended into
heaven.

We are inclined to accept the third view. Chrigt&ath, resurrection and
ensuing ascension into heaven certainly constitatddath-blow to all enemies
of Christ, including all anti-christian world poveer Nevertheless, the final
judgment did not immediately follow Christ’s ascemsinto heaven. True, Satan
was defeated and was “hurled to the earth” (ReW)1dut he and his ally the
beast, the anti-christian civil government, arenptged by God to linger on
throughout the New Testament period. In that seteefatal wound has been
healed.

In the final analysis, however, there is in thesmgection only one thing
that we can say with any degree of certainty. Tloetahwound inflicted on one
of the four heads tells us that at some time oerothe civil government, in
carrying out its service to Satan, suffered a stagg blow, which nevertheless
was only temporary. With the healing of the wound can expect the civil
government to continue to be active in persecutimegChurch and in utilizing
the power granted to it by Satan.

“The whole world was astonished and followed teadt.” The phrase,
“the whole world,” denotes the unbelieving childi@&rthe world, also referred to
in Revelation as “the inhabitants of the earth.e3é& unbelieving children of the
world admire power and pursue it enthusiasticallgyven if it is anti-christian
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power. In fact, the world is thrilled whenever tigovernments attack the
Church and the members of the Church. This is dangtvhich we Christians
must expect on our journey through life.

13:4 Men worshiped the dragon because he haghquthority to
the beast, and they also worshiped the beast &ed ,a¥ho is
like the beast? Who can make war against him?”

In admiring the anti-christian power of the tigovernment, the children
of the world in reality worship Satan, becausesitSatan who has given his
power and authority to the beast. The worldlingsiael and adore this father of
theirs although, of course, they do not call him ttragon” or the “devil.” But
the fact that they deny that they are the childrethe devil doesn’t change the
picture one iota. Recall what Jesus told the usbiglg Jews of His day, who
asserted: “The only Father we have is God himgdiéhn 8:41). Jesus said to
them: “You belong to your father, the devil, anduy@ant to carry out your
father's desire” (John 8:44). It is an inescapaligh that in extolling and
adoring the anti-christian power of earthly goveemts, the children of the
world become worshipers and servants of Satan.

Blasphemously, they also ask: “Who is like tleast? Who can make war
against him?” The world, in wonder and admiratisagards the beast as
invincible and incomparable in his greatness. Siheebeast has the dragon’s
power and authority, the children of the world amvinced that no one can
wage a successful war against a government tlesigaged in rendering homage
and service to Satan.

To the true children of God, this may be a frggting thought. The
Church may seem to be doomed to defeat as Satéinuesto impart his power
and authority to earthly governments. With quivgrimearts and trembling lips
we are inclined to ask: “Will the Church sufferotal defeat?

Will Christianity be wiped from the face of tlearth?” But although the
outlook at times is very dark and foreboding, weantheless are assured that the
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ship of the Church can never sink. And so, wheniti@bitants of the earth
proudly and blasphemously ask, “Who is like thedteaVho can make war
against him?” we confidently respond: There is weothat is greater than the
power of Satan; there is an authority that is Sopdp the authority of anti-
christian civil governments. “God is our refuge atieength, an ever-present help
in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though tlearth give way and the
mountains fall into the heart of the sea, thoughniaiters roar and foam and the
mountains quake with their surging. There is arrwbose streams make glad
the city of God, the holy place where the Most Haykells. God is within her,
she will not fall; God will help her at break of ydaNations are in uproar,
kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth meltfie Lord Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress” (Psalm 46:1-7).

13-5 The beast was given a mouth to utter praads and
blasphemies and to exercise his authority for fong
months.

As the tool and ready servant of Satan, the amisttiéin power, - the godless
governments of the earth, - utter “proud words atasphemies,” arrogantly
contradicting God and His Word; and the children tbé world, in their
admiration and worship of the beast, eagerly “dmilall these blasphemies.

Since, as we have heard previously, the forty4twamths denote the entire New
Testament period, and since we are told that thastheill exercise his authority

for that length of time, it is evident that the ldrén of God will have to suffer

the blasphemies, the indignities and the dangec®naganying the beast’s
blatant power until the end of days. Here on ed#nhh members of Christ's

Church will not have an easy time of it.

13:6 He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, arsthtaler his
name and his dwelling place and those who livesiaven.

Continuing the thought expressed in the previmrse, we are told further that
the beast uses the mouth given to him “to blasph&wo&, and to slander his
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name.” God’'s name is God’s revelation about HimselfHis holy Word.
Therefore, to deny God, to reject the Holy Trintty pervert God’s attributes, to
treat the Sacred Scriptures with mockery and disdai ridicule God’s grace in
Christ, - that is blaspheming God and slanderingrtdime.

The beast’s blasphemy is directed also againgtsGdwelling place and those
who live in heaven,” or, more literally, againstd@s temple, those who live in
heaven.” It is a well-known teaching of the New faesent that all true believers
constitute the temple of God. In his letter to Bphesian Christians, the Apostle
Paul writes: “Consequently, we are no longer farerg and aliens, but fellow
citizens with God’s people and members of God’'ssebold, built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Chliesus himself as the chief
cornerstone. In him the whole building is joineddther and rises to become a
holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too arerggebuilt together to become a
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit” (Eph.18-22). Consequently, “those
who live in heaven” are God’s chosen people, aié tbelievers, all who have
their citizenship in heaven (Phil. 3:20), yes,wlo are members of the Holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints.

Thus we are told in this verse that the beast symbolizes all the anti-christian
governments in the world, directs his blasphemy,amy against God, but also
against the Church. Because the Church insistsGldt is supreme and that,
when forced to make a decision, we must obey Gtiterahan men, - because
the Church refuses to compromise the teachings af’SGinspired Word, -
because the Church brands every violation of Gowgal Law as sin, - because
the Church calls upon the people of the earth peneand return to the Lord, -
because the Church insists that Christ Jesus isrlyeSavior from sin and that
He is the only hope for this life and for the litecome, - yes, for these and other
reasons the Church is severely criticized and comeel and has become the
object of the beast’s slander, blasphemy, scornriginclule. Inveigled by Satan,
the anti-christian governments of the world seegood whatsoever in the
Church and the precious doctrines o the Church.
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13:7 He was given power to make war against damts and to
conquer them. And he was given authority over eweipg,
people, language and nation.

In chapter 12 of Revelation we saw how the dbaid failed in his attempt to

destroy Christ, and how he had failed also in hisnapt to sweep away the
Church of Christ. Enraged, he then “went off to makar against the rest of her
offspring,” that is, against the individual membe@fsthe Church In the verse

before us, we are told that Satan continues hagkgton the individual members
of the Church by giving power to the beast “to malae against the saints and to
conquer them.”

This war which Satan empowers the civil governirtenwage against God’s
children, and which seems to result in the defdathe saints, certainly is a
reference to the brutal treatment which was acabtte Christians when large
numbers of them were persecuted and killed, whiters were foreced to seek
refuge in catacombs. However, that is not all. Ddlanough the centuries, there
always have been civil governments in various paftshe world who have

injured, suppressed and killed those who refusetbtty Christ or surrender their
faith in Christ.

The text says that the beast “was given autharitgr every tribe, people,
language and nation,” thus denoting the apparemtdwade success of the
godless earthly governments in waging war agaiast $5people. The banners of
the beast seemingly fly high while the saints ané d small and over-ridden
flock in this world. However, the apparent victaySatan and the beast over the
saints cannot be final, for Jesus has said: “Ddoeoafraid, little flock, for your
Father has been pleased to give you the kingdonak€glL12:32). What an
assurance for all the saints of God amid the fatgcks of Satan and his beast!

13:8 All inhabitants of the earth will worship theeast - all whose

names have not been written in the book of lifermgghg to the
Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.
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We will agree that the NIV text note is a muchtéretranslation of this verse.
Accordingly, we shall accept the following tranglat “All inhabitants of the
earth will worship the beast - all whose names hastebeenwritten from the
creation of the world in the book of life belongtagthe Lamb that was slain.”

Those whose names are written in the book oflieeGod’s elect. From eternity
God has chosen them unto the adoption of childred,no man shall pluck them
out of His hand. This truth is set forth most bédally in Eph. 1:4-5, where we
read: “For he chose us in hibefore the creation of the workd be holy and
blameless in his sight. In love he predestinedusetadopted as his sons through
Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure ahd And faith in the Lamb
who was slain for us is proof that we are of theceland that our names are
written in the book of life. (To have our namestten in the book of life is a
symbolical way of saying that we belong to the etécG0d.)

“All inhabitants of the earth,” that is, all thabelievers, - “all whose names have
not been written in the book of life,” - will worghthe beast. They will bow in
willing submission to the antichristian world powaf the beast, the agency of
Satan.

All of this kind of reminds us that it is an “edr... or.” Either we are in the
kingdom of God, or we are outside of the kingdomGufd. If we are in the

kingdom of God, sincerely believing that the bladdesus Christ has cleansed

us from all sins, then our names are written inltbek of life, - the book which

belongs to the Lamb who was slain. This grant esy drather in heaven! All

those who reject Christ and His cleansing blood, whose names accordingly
are not in the book of life, are in the kingdomS#dtan. They are among “the
inhabitants of the earth” who worship the beastniithis preserve us, dear
heavenly Father!

13:9-10 He who has an ear, let him hear. If anyaseo go into
captivity, into captivity he will go. If anyonetis be killed with
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the sword, with the sword he will be killed. Thigllg for
patient endurance and faithfulness on the parhefdaints.

On our journey through life, it is so importaat tis Christians to know that God

foresees all events and that He has planned ourggistep by step, assuring us
that all things will work together for our good. &vwhen the faithful are smitten

with severe calamities, they are to know that Goid ifull control of all events.

Consequently, “if anyone is to go into captivitgfo captivity he will go. If
anyone is to be killed with the sword, with the savbe will be killed.” Although
imprisonment and execution would seem to indidagevictory of the beast over
the saints, yet the faithful in all ages are toehthwe confidence that all of these
calamities, though concocted by Satan and the Jbagstused by God to bring
His own to the heavenly mansions above. Jesus Hindseging the days of His
earthly ministry, had predicted difficult times fétis followers when He said:
“You will be handed over to be persecuted and pudeath, and you will be
hated by all nations because of me” (Matt. 24:9).

However, knowing that they are the elect of God that eternal life is theirs, the
true children of God are able to endure with paterand faith whatever
calamities befall them, even if these calamitiesoiwe imprisonment and
martyrdom. To his brothers Joseph said: “You ingshtb harm me, but God
intended it for good” (Gen. 50:20). With patienagedaconfident hope, we can
speak those same words to those who in any waydymrisecute us because of
our Christian faith and testimony. It is here ttia patience and the faith of the
true believers come into their own.

The Beast Out of The Earth

13:11 Then | saw another beast, coming out efeérth. He had two
horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon.

Having considered the characteristics and ass/ivf the first beast, - the beast
out of the sea, - our attention is now focusedhensecond beast, the beast out of
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the earth. Like the first beast, so this beastafuhe earth receives his power
from Satan, serves the purposes of Satan and evarful enemy of the true
Church.

The two phrases, “like a lamb” and “like a dragostate the resemblances to
Christ and Satan in an unmistakable way; for wenktieat Christ is the Lamb of
God and that Satan is the dragon out of the Abgssther words, this beast from
the earth takes on the appearance of Christ amdssieebe lamb-like, completely
harmless. However, his speech is dragon-like,Hermessage that he proclaims
is the message of the devil. This beast out oktréh cooperates with the beast
out of the sea in an attempt to deceive the saht§od. Thus we have
antichristian power and antichristian deceit wogkside by side, and hand in
hand, in opposing God’s Word.

The Lutheran Confessions call this beast fromeidueh the great Antichrist and
identify him with the Roman papacy. It might be lhadl this point to hear once
again the description of the Antichrist as it isaled in 2 Thess. 2:3-12: “Don’t
let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day mot come until the rebellion
occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealedndredoomed to destruction.
He will oppose and will exalt himself over everytgithat is called God or is
worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s tepgroclaiming himself to be
God. Don’'t you remember that when | was with youskd to tell you these
things? And now you know what is holding him bas# that he may be revealed
at the proper time. For the secret power of lawless is already at work; but the
one who now holds it back will continue to do dbhe is taken out of the way.
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whomLibel Jesus will overthrow
with the breath of his mouth and destroy by theermgbr of his coming. The
coming of the lawless one will be in accordancénwhie work of Satan displayed
in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wers, and in every sort of evil
that deceives those who are perishing. They pb&eslause they refused to love
the truth and so be saved. For this reason Godsgshed a powerful delusion so
that they will believe the lie and so that all wilé condemned who have not
believed the truth but have delighted in wickedtiess
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This description of the Antichrist is reinforcddy what John here writes
concerning him. It is interesting to note that ioike usage the Greek preposition
“anti” does not necessarily mean “against” or “ogg to” but almost always
means “instead of.” This information is importantdescribing and identifying
the Antichrist. He is not one who openly shows thais against Christ (though,
indeed, he is opposed to Christ), but rather gtiiesimpression that he is like
Christ, a “substitute” Christ, or, as CatherineSi¢na called the Roman pope,
“Jesus Christ on earth.” Doesn't this fit well wiithat our verse says: “| saw
another beast, coming out of the earth. He hadhwvaslike a lamb?” Indeed,
down through the centuries, with but few exceptiomsst of the popes have
given the impression of being “like a lamb,” resdintdp Christ.

However, do not overlook the next words: “he spbke a dragon.” The beast’s
message, in reality, is the message of the dewl; @hile many may be inclined
to disagree, yet the great message of the dettliss that we can earn eternal
salvation by our own works.

The chief doctrine of Scripture pertaining tores salvation, the doctrine by
which the Christian Church is distinguished fromfallse religions, the doctrine
which gives all glory to God and enduring comfastgenitent sinners is the
doctrine that we receive the forgiveness of sirt ame justified before God, not
by our own works, but by the grace of God, for 6fsisake, through faith. Very
emphatically is this stressed in Eph. 2:8-9: “Roisiby grace you have been
saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves the gift of God - not by

works, so that no one can boast.”

This cardinal teaching of Sacred Scripture their€h of Rome, in the canons
and decrees of the Council of Trent, officially demns. Yes, and the Roman
Church even consigns to hell all those who teael We are justified by faith
alone and that good works are not necessary foatsah. Isn't this exactly the
message of the dragon? Small wonder, then, thaty matodox Christians
identify the Roman Church and the papacy with #rab-like beast from the
earth. Turning the Gospel into a new law, - calliagh, contrition and prayers
good works which must be performed by individuats arder to receive
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forgiveness and salvation, - may on the surfacens@eriptural and Christ-like;
but this is all false doctrine, designed to deceaien and to rob Christ of His
glory. And that is precisely what is being donetbhg Roman Church and the

papacy.

However, there are many other heresies that riamagied by men whom Jesus
describes as false prophets, who come in “shedglsireg, but inwardly they are
ferocious wolves” (Matt. 7:15). These, too, may egqpto be lamb-like, but their
message is the message of the dragon. We haventh such heresies as are
promoted by the Mormons, the Jehovah’s Witnesses htumanists and many
others. Sad to say, even many preachers and tedanHerotestant denominations
are leading parishioners to believe that salvatiorg greater or lesser degree, is
dependent on human character and human effortefidrer in a broader sense,
we may say that this beast from the earth is symmladdo of all doctrines which
undermine the Gospel of Christ Jesus and thus pgerBatan’s hopes and
aspirations.

13:12 He exercised all the authority of thetfibeast on his behalf,
and made the earth and its inhabitants worshipfitst beast,
whose fatal wound had been healed.

It is evident that the beast from the sea (ansthn civil government) and the
beast from the earth (antichristian deceit) workchan hand in opposing God'’s
Word. We are told that the beast from the eartlefeised all the authority of the
first beast on his behalf.” The beast from theke&tunder the authority of and
serves the purposes of the beast from the seaharikast from the sea, in turn,
is under the authority of and serves the purpotéseodevil. Thus we have here
the trinity of evil: Satan, antichristian civil gesnment and apostate religion.

The “authority of the first beast” is a referertoethe power and authority that
civil government receives from the devil, suchths, power to demand homage
from the inhabitants of the earth; the power tactte the Scripture, to utter

great blasphemies and to persecute the Chris@iamisthe power and authority to
remain in existence until the end of the world. thikse powers, which the first
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beast received from the devil, are also exercisethé second beast. This, then,
immediately brands the second beast as a greatyesfeime Church. As we have
stated previously, it may be true that, in a broagese, the beast from the earth
represents all false prophets and all false teacher

Nevertheless, when it comes to exercising thbaaaity of the first beast, this is
nowhere as evident as it is in the Roman papacysi@er the following facts:
(1) The supremacy of the pope, even in temporalergtis a claim that no pope
has ever repudiated. (2) The fundamental doctriheéhe christian religion,
justification by faith without the deeds of the Lawas been officially cursed by
the Roman Church. (3) The Church of Rome has eragigplitical power for
the extension of its rule and will endure until #ved of the world. (4) The pope
claims for himself prerogatives which belong to i€halone and blasphemously
calls himself the vicar of Christ on earth. (5) Tgepacy has relegated the Bible
to an inferior position as a source of revelati(f). Through its doctrine of the
Mass, penances and purgatory, the Church of Romegi¢he sufficiency of
Christ’'s atonement for sin. These and many othetsfaerve to identify Rome
and the papacy with the beast from the earth wienceses all the authority of
the first beast. And by setting up its own visikilegdom, the papacy resembles
an earthly government and thus actually encourpgeple in their inclination to
regard worldly rulers as invincible and incompaeainl greatness. Thus does this
second beast make “the earth and its inhabitantshypthe first beast, whose
fatal wound had been healed.”

19:13-14  And he performed great and miraculogssi even causing
fire to come down from heaven to earth in full vielamen.
Because of the signs he was given power to do balfbef
the first beast, he deceived the inhabitants ofaeaeh. He
ordered them to set up an image in honor of thesbadno
was wounded by the sword and yet lived.

In the days of His earthly ministry, Jesus hachesihing to say about the “great

and miraculous signs” performed by the false préphde issued this warning:
“False Christs and false prophets will appear aedopm great signs and
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miracles to deceive even the elect - if that waresfble. See, | have told you
ahead of time” (Matt. 24:24-25).

On the one hand, it would be foolish on our gariascribe all the so-called
miracles that are performed by false prophets pemtition. If permitted to do
so by God, rest assured the devil knows how to theeforces of nature to
accomplish his purposes. On the other hand, we reastmber that the devil’s
great weapon ideceit.On Mount Carmel, the Prophet Elijah prayed to tie t
God, and fire descended from heaven to consumeatwfice; and the people
fell on their faces and cried out, “The Lord - keSod! The Lord - he is God!” (1
Kings 18:39). There was nothing deceitful about thaacle! That was genuine!
The beast, however, seeks to imitate this miraaled with this and other
miraculous signs which he is enabled to perfornvibye of the power given to
him by the first beast, he deceives “the inhabganitthe earth,” the unbelieving
children of the world. The Apostle Paul descrildes activity of the Antichrist in
these words: “The coming of the lawless one wilirbaccordance with the work
of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit mles, signs and wonders, and in
every sort of evil that deceives those who aresparg. They perish because they
refused to love the truth and so be saved” (2 TH&8s10).

In addition to deceiving “the inhabitants of tharth” with these “counterfeit
miracles,” we are told that the beast “ordered theset up an image in honor of
the beast who was wounded by the sword and yed.fiv&ince the first beast
symbolizes antichristian civil government, we arelined to ask: “How can an
image of antichristian civil government be made?8 Yhust not lose sight of the
fact that we are dealing here with symbolic langudg simply means that the
apostate church orders all inhabitants of the dartljive idolatrous worship to
the antichristian civil government. Thus, in reglive have the apostate church
and the antichristian civil government joining théorces in an attempt to
destroy the people of God (which, of course, isdbeil’'s foremost ambition).
Turning back the pages of history, we see manyamt&ts where the apostate
church persuaded civil authorities to execute iwdials who had been
condemned by the church as being heretical. In slimbanguage, this same
truth is expressed again in the next verse.

28

——
| —



The Vision of Various Personages and Events (12:12Q)

13:15 Me was given power to give breath to thegenaf the first
beast, so that it could speak and cause all whosex to
worship the image to be killed.

We are told that the lamb-like beast, the Anigthivas enabled to give breath to
the image of the first beast so that the imagedaepeak and pronounce the
death penalty upon all who refused to worship thage.

There was a time when it seems to have beeragikedf the apostate church to
enforce and maintain emperor worship. In later g@rgons, we know that
Christians often were permitted to make a choicevéen death or burning
incense before an image of the emperor. With tkersebeast working in close
conjunction with the first beast, John in his wsisaw the apostate church
encouraging the death penalty for all who refuseavorship the antichristian
civil government. What monstrous tyranny is marigdgy the lamb-like beast!

We might add that throughout these many centuhesapostate church has
worked hand in hand with godless governments tdraleshe true Church.
Therefore, let us pray God to keep us steadfatstarirue faith. May we ever be
on our guard lest we be drawn into soul-destroyialiefs through the deceit of
the false prophet. Remember, his deception is stbesbecause his appearance is
that of an innocent lamb.

13:16-17  He also forced everyone, small and gneeth and poor, free
and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand artos
forehead, so that no one could buy or sell unles$dd the
mark, which is the name of the beast or the nunabdris
name.

In chapter 7, God's elect are marked with a seatheir foreheads, indicating

that they belong to God. Here we are told thatlibast requires all classes of
men, the small and the great, the rich and the,pberfree and the slaves, to
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receive a mark on their right hands or on theielf@ads to indicate that they
belong to him.

During the Hitler regime in Germany, all Jews wegquired to wear the
star of David. This identified or marked them awsleJust what the mark of the
beast is, we cannot tell. The fact that a persdn i®ceive this mark on such a
prominent place as on his right hand or on hisheael indicates that he is to
show in a clear and unmistakable way that he myal lworshiper and follower
of the antichristian civil government.

The purpose of the mark is to exercise econommtrgbover people and
to make them feel that they are dependent on tiiergment for their existence.
It gives them the right to buy or sell, - the rightengage in commerce. At the
same time, this is an economic boycott againdadhful believers, because the
believers refuse to commit idolatry by worshipinge t antichristian civil
government. Consequently, down through the cerstun@ny Christians were
deprived of the necessities of life, and for mattyeo Christians it meant death.
Even today, especially in communist countries, safio openly and publicly
show allegiance to an atheistic form of governmeiit most likely deprive
Christians of the right to be active in businesswall as in politics. In fact, very
often their very lives are in jeopardy.

13:18 This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insidét him calculate
the number of the beast, for it is man’s numbes iimber is
666.

The last verse of this chapter indeed “calls fasdom,” for there have
been many and varied interpretations of the nur6bér and we shall not even
attempt to list all of them.

In Revelation, the number 12 is a symbol of thei€h; the number 10 is

a symbol of completeness; the number 4 is a syrobdhe world; and the
number 7 is a perfect number and is a symbol of Gabekling with man.
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Now, then, if we accept the number 6 as an incetapiumber, a number
implying evil, we may arrive at the following sugdged solution: the Antichrist
may attempt to seat himself in the temple of Goal;nmay try to counterfeit
Christ by displaying demonic power; he may clainr foimself divine
prerogatives; he may demand to be worshiped; butih@lways be number 6,
evil and incomplete, each digit falling short oé therfect number 7. His number,
666, indicates that he is doomed to failure. Trjh@snay to usurp God'’s power,
he always falls short. His name is “triple failtire.

The three sixes may also symbolize the “unholyitri or the “trinity of
evil.” The fact that 666 is a man’s number may @adie that the Antichrist is a
human being, that he will never be divine, and dfae certainly does not
deserve to be called “His Holiness” or “The Holythex.”

Now, two concluding remarks on this chapter. (iLhis attempt to destroy
the Church, the devil has two powerful allies: #michristian civil government
and the apostate church. (2) Hence, it behooves be on our guard and at all
times to heed the exhortation of our Savior: “Wadadk pray so that you will not
fall into temptation” (Matt. 26:41).

The Lamb and The 144,000

14:1 Then | looked, and there before me was #mal, standing on
Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his namd his
Father’'s name written on their foreheads.

What a contrast between this chapter and the giregeone! In the
previous chapter we had a picture of the terrildmage done by the devil and
the two beasts, - the “trinity of evil.” In this apter we have a breathtaking view
of the redeemed in heaven, thus reassuring thevees in all ages of the
ultimate triumph of Christ and His Church overealemies.

In his vision John looked, and there before hins wiee Lamb, - our Savior
Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away theokithe world. He was
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standing on Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem,eteenal dwelling-place of
God and His people, where the “unholy trinity” wildb longer be able to afflict
and torment the people of God. The writer of thestg to the Hebrews has
stated it very beautifully in these words: “But ybave come to Mount Zion, to
the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living Gédu have come to thousands
upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to cherch of the firstborn,
whose names are written in heaven” (Heb. 12:22\88)at a picture!

What a view it must have been also for John asalaethe Lamb standing
on Mount Zion, “and with him 144,000 who had hisneaand his Father’'s name
written on their foreheads.” The 144,000 repredkatentire invisible Church,
the Holy Christian Church, the communion of sairtk® sum total of all the
redeemed. We do not know how many there are. God&nHe knows them all
by name. Because of God’s protective sealing, nsihgle one of them is lost
during the violent persecutions and tribulationsearth. Each one is present and
accounted for; not one is missing. The Church Bftilithas become the Church
Triumphant!

The 144,000 did not bear the mark of the beaste#du, they have the
name of the Lamb and His Father written on theelieads. The meaning of this
symbolism is significant. It denotes eternal owhgrsby the Lamb and His
Father. At the same time, it reminds us that no aomaes to the Father except
through Jesus. In John 14:6 Jesus says: “I am #yeand the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.’hHeitan anyone come to
Jesus unless the Father draws him. In John 6:4hawe these words of Jesus:
“No one can come to me unless the Father who serraws him.”

14:2-3 And | heard a sound from heaven like tie 0f rushing waters
and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound | heaas like that
of harpists playing their harps. And they sang & seng before
the throne and before the four living creatures dhd elders.
No one could learn the song except the 144,000 lvelaibbeen
redeemed from the earth.
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The music which John heard must have been extyemspiring and
beautiful. Try and imagine it, if you will. A muttide of harpists playing their
harps in perfect harmony, - at first, perhaps, atmgy the sound of rushing
waters, similar to a waterfall; then gradually mesing in volume until it
resembles a loud peal of thunder. It might be esng to note that harps are
mentioned three times in Revelation, and alwaythdyg accompany the singing
around God’s throne.

And so here, to the accompaniment of the harpidthn hears the
multitude of the redeemed sing “a new song betoedtirone and before the four
living creatures and the elders.” It is called @®nsong” because it can be sung
only by the redeemed, the forgiven sinners. Tharele no doubt that the theme
of the song is gratitude to God for the deliveraand salvation which they, the
redeemed, have received from their God and Sa@nly the true believers in
Christ know what it means to be saved; and consetyenly they are in a
position to sing the song of salvation. God gréwat twe are included in their
number!

14:4-5 These are those who did not defile themaselith women,
for they kept themselves pure. They follow the Lamb
wherever he goes. They were purchased from amomg me
and offered as first-fruits to God and the Lamb. Idowas
found in their mouths; they are blameless.

We have here a more detailed description of thetelhe true believers
“did not defile themselves with women, for they kdpemselves pure.” In
Scripture, spiritual apostasy (unbelief, falling eaiv is often referred to as
adultery. The 144,000, the full number of all theceé have kept themselves pure
from the apostasy of the world. In 2 Cor 11:2, &ulPsays to the Corinthian
Christians: “I promised you to one husband, to §&hso that | might present you
as a pure virgin to him.” Indeed, Christ is thed&groom, and the Church is His
bride.
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As the bride of Christ, the true believers reftseeceive the mark of the
beast, they refuse to participate in idolatrousshigr and practices, they refuse to
be unfaithful to God and the Lamb. Instead, theyaia faithful to Christ, the
heavenly Bridegroom.

Furthermore, as the bride of Christ, the truedwelis “follow the Lamb
wherever he goes.” We are reminded of Jesus’ wiordihn 10:28-29: “My
sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and theYofelme. | give them eternal
life, and they shall never perish; no one can $ntitem out of my hand.” Be the
way easy or hard, the true believers, without qoesty and without hesitation,
“follow the Lamb wherever he goes.” They know ttie¢ Lamb’s path led to the
cross and then to heavenly glory. So the true \mmigedeny themselves, take up
their cross, and follow Jesus, knowing that Jesas leads to eternal bliss.

“They were purchased from among men.” This dogswean that Christ
paid the price only for the elect, and that the aliebers have not been
redeemed. No; Christ died for all; Christ redeeraka@inful mankind. However,
in this verse John is permitted to see all the brelgevers in heaven. Therefore,
in their case it is evident that Jesus not only ghe price of their redemption,
but that He also claimed them as His possessiorhasdaken His possession
home.

And, says John, they were “offered as firstfrtt<sod and the Lamb.” In
the Old Testament, the firstfruits designated theat of the harvest which was
brought to the temple of God as an offering toltbed; and so the true believers
constitute that portion of mankind that is broughtb the temple of heaven.
Hence, the word “firstfruits” here refers to andludes all those who have the
seal of God on their foreheads, all members ofltivisible Church, the full
number of the elect, yes, all the true believerthenLord Jesus Christ. John sees
them all as sharing in the bliss of heaven. Througleternity they belong to
God and the Lamb.

Finally, it is said of these elect: “No lie wasufa in their mouths; they
are blameless.” Contrast this with Rom. 1:25, wheeeread of the unbeliev-ing
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children of the world: “They exchanged the truthGaid for a lie, and worshiped
and served created things rather than the Credtorthis connection, we are
reminded also of these words in 1 John 1:6-10w#fclaim to have fellowship
with him (God), yet walk in darkness, we lie andrdd live by the truth. But if
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we bdellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us fribsira If we claim to be without
sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is notsinfuve confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins angurify us from all
unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinnedma&e him out to be a liar
and his word has no place in our lives.”

The elect of God do not participate in the hypocthat sings the praises
of the Lamb and at the same time does the workhefdragon. They have
nothing to do with the lying and the falsehood g #Antichrist. They are pure
and blameless, not by any works of righteousnesshathey have done, but by
virtue of the cleansing blood of Christ. 0 LambGxd, You who takes away the
sin of the world,:rant that at all times we mayféiéhful and true to You!

TheThree Angels

14:6-7 Then | saw another angel flying in mid-aamd he had the
eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on ¢aeth - to
every nation, tribe, language and people. He saidailoud
voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because therhof his
judgment has come. Worship him who made the heattems
earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

In these next verses (v. 6-13), we are given asaggs of comfort, assur-
ing the elect of God that false preachers and figlaehers will never be able to
silence the proclamation of the Gospel of JesussCHihe three angels represent
the preaching of God’s Word throughout the entiesvN'estament era.

“Then | saw another angel flying in mid-air, anelllad the eternal Gospel
to proclaim....” In the previous chapter we heamwhthe beast and his
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antichristian deceit came “out of the earth,” -nfr@eneath. Here John sees the
angel with the eternal Gospel “flying in mid-aik{e and his message are from
above, - from God.

The Gospel is the good news of our salvation tipnatne blood of Christ.
It is for all people and will be proclaimed to tead of time. Our Lord has
promised: “This gospel of the kingdom will be preed in the whole world as a
testimony to all nations, and then the end will edifMatt. 24:14).

It is the eternal, changeless Gospel; and it raust remain thus, - ever
the same and never changing. Very forcefully dbesApostle Paul write to the
Galatian Christians: “But even if we or an angeinir heaven should preach a
gospel other than the one we preached to you,retole eternally condemned!
As we have already said, so now | say again: Ibady is preaching to you a
gospel other than what you accepted, let him baa&itg condemned!” (Gal. 1:8-
9). As previously stated, this Gospel is to be gned in all the world, to every
creature, yes, “to every nation, tribe, language @@ople.”

In a loud voice the angel pleads: “Fear God amg ¢im glory....” The
appeal here is not so much to be afraid of Godh@atih the impenitent sinner
has every reason to be afraid of God and His wrdui rather to revere and
respect Him. “And,” says the angel, “give him gldryo give God glory means
to acknowledge all the divine attributes of Godclukling especially His
indescribable love and mercy in Christ Jesus.

“Fear God and give him glory, because the houhisfjudgment has
come.” The work of redemption has been completeldatemains to be done is
the work of judging. “The hour of his judgment ltasne,” - it has already begun
and is even now in progress. Jesus emphasizedr¢hysfact when He said:
“Whoever believes in him (the Son) is not condemrmd whoever does not
believestands condemned alreatdgcause he has not believed in the name of
God’s one and only Son” (John 3:18). Of courses jilmigment of God will reach
its completion on the last day. Then the believalisstand before God in joyful
awe; the ungodly will appear before Him in abjectar.
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Finally, the angel calls upon men to “worship hilno made the heavens,
the earth, the sea and the springs of water.” Adterto whom does worship
rightfully belong except to the Creator? The Godrefation is the only true God,
who is above all and over all. And, as the Psalsasts, “Blessed is he whose
help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the bisdsod, the maker of heaven
and earth, the sea, and everything in them - thel,Levho remains faithful
forever” (Psalm 146:5-6). It is our prayer thaahttimes we will fear and glorify
and worship the Triune God. That is the true rehgi

14:8 A second angel followed and said, “Fallenlldrais Babylon the
Great, which made all the nations drink the madagmine of her
adulteries.”

In John’s day, Babylon became a name for Romegéh&er of opposition
to God and His people. Previously in Revelatioalsb was called “Sodom” and
“Egypt” because of its immorality and cruel oppress Here it is called
“Babylon” because of its pride and idolatry. Perhégs best to regard Babylon
as symbolizing all the enemies of the Church, -dhtre antichristian empire
throughout the whole New Testament era, includioth [pagan Rome and papal
Rome.

“Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!” The verbrrfo used here is
prophetic and speaks of a future event as of sangethat is already in the past.
So certain is the fall of Babylon that the angetads of it as having already
happened. Much more will be said about the falBabylon in chapters 17 and
18.

Babylon is described as a city “which made all tistions drink the
maddening wine of her adulteries,” that is, theemad her adulterous desire. In
Biblical terminology, unfaithfulness to God and Hi¥ord is called spiritual
adultery or fornication. Speaking in figurative ¢arage, Babylon, the prostitute
does everything in her power to seduce men toheinin her adultery. In other
words, Babylon the Great, symbolizing the aposthtech, is determined to lead
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people away from the true worship of God and pluthgen into the dark depths
of false religion.

In the Old Testament, the Prophet Isaiah wroteib{Bon has fallen, has
fallen!” (Is. 21:9). At that time, the fall of Balyn meant the end of captivity for
the Children of Israel and a return to their homeéleSo here, the fall of Babylon
the Great is a message to the New Testament Clhachhe tribulations which
the idolatrous city has inflicted upon God’s peopl# ultimately come to an
end and that then the church will be at home farevéhe heavenly Jerusalem.

14:9-11 A third angel followed them and said in aud voice: “If
anyone worships the beast and his image and rexéigemark
on the forehead or on the hand, he, too, will diwhkhe wine of
God’s fury, which has been poured full strengtlo itite cup of
his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur the
presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. Aaditmoke of
their torment rises for ever and ever. There isrest day or
night for those who worship the beast and his imaugyefor
anyone who receives the mark of his name.

God “wants all men to be saved and to come to avledge of the truth”
(1 Tim. 2:4). Accordingly, He sends forth His Golspao all the world to tell
men everywhere that Christ died for them and thadugh faith in Christ they
receive full and free forgiveness of all their samgl have the assurance of eternal
salvation. But if anyone refuses God’s love, if Wélingly and maliciously
worships the Antichrist, if he willingly yields tdvaving the mark of the
Antichrist fastened upon him, then he shall feelfilil wrath of God; he shall be
made to drink the cup of God’s wrath. To drink tup of God’s wrath means to
experience God’s punishment. And, - let no onedbigy - the wine of God’s
fury has been poured full strength into this cupe Yépeat, the full force of
God's wrath will strike all who worship the beasidahis image rather than the
God who made heaven and earth.
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The next words describe the eternal agony anaisadf of the damned.
They “will be tormented with burning sulfur in thesence of the holy angels
and of the Lamb. And the smoke of their tormerggitr ever and ever. There is
no rest day or night for those who worship the béd$he Savior used similar
language when He gave His account of the final nueigt. We read in Matt.
25:41: “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘epfrom me, you who are
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for theldmwl his angels.™

The term “burning sulfur” vividly describes thaneents of hell. We recall
that the immoral cities of Sodom and Gomorrah wastroyed by a rain of
burning sulfur. In Psalm 11:6 we read: “On the \edkhe will rain fiery coals
and burning sulfur.” In the Scripture, fire is réaply associated with hell. It is
useless to speculate concerning the nature of fitds Scripture frequently
employs human expressions to describe what is loeyoar ability to
comprehend. Suffice it to say that hell is a plateendless torment, for the
remark that “the smoke of their torment rises foereand ever’ certainly
indicates that this punishment in hell is eteroamient. There is no support here
whatsoever for the doctrine of the annihilation tbé wicked, namely, that
ultimately after so much punishment the wicked Ww#él completely annihilated.
Oh, no. Scripture says “the smoke of their tormesds for ever and ever,” - to
eternity. Just as the believers will have a nevelirey existence in heaven, so the
unbelievers will have a never-ending punishmenhefi. It will be one or the
other.

We might make a few remarks yet on the stateniexttthe worshipers of
the beast “will be tormented with burning sulfur time presence of the holy
angels and of the Lamb.” Quite often we hear peamé&e the remark that they
cannot accept the teaching that the unbelievert vave to suffer eternal
punishment in a place where they will find no t@gtay or by night. They claim
that such punishment is not at all compatible \th#n truth that our God is a God
of love and mercy. We must bear in mind, howevsat bur God is not only a
God of love and mercy; He is also a just Judgeh&eissued His warning that
those who refuse to believe in Christ will be etdisndamned.
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Divine justice demands that that verdict is uphditie fact that this
punishment is administered “in the presence ohtilg angels and of the Lamb”
certainly shows that the angels of God and the Lamebin full agreement with
God'’s perfect justice and the necessity of Goddgjuents.

Since the angels and our Savior concur whole-adgrtin God’s
judgment, it behooves the saints of God to do likewLet us rest assured that
our God makes no mistakes and that He does atjghwell. He offers life and
salvation to all; but if men scorn His graciouseoffif they insist on going their
own way, it they choose to worship the beast inkt#ahe true God, then they
must expect to take the consequences. If they tereadly damned, they will
have no one to blame but themselves. Thereforeydetever find fault with
God's justice. Rather, let us praise Him for Hiagg and mercy toward us.

14:12  This calls for patient endurance on the pafrtthe saints who
obey God’s commandments and remain faithful toslesu

The dark future which is in store for those whoectjChrist and follow the
Antichrist should encourage the saints to endutemiy whatever burden is
placed upon them. Even though they are confroniddpersecution and violent
death, yet the beautiful scenes of heaven andeofejoicing saints in heaven, as
well as the ultimate defeat of the enemy and theigtument imposed on the
ungodly, should encourage the saints to endure patience everything that an
antichristian government might do to them.

These saints are described as obeying God’s codments. Saints are
people who are cleansed of all sins by the bloodesus Christ; and because
they have been cleansed, they love the Lord wisbléiwved them, and they strive
to obey His commandments. While their obediencémnaler become perfect in
this life, they nevertheless strive to live theiwek in obedience to God's
commandmentsnot to be saved, but because they are savéeir life of
obedience is a fruit of their faith, a proof of tiaet that they are saved.
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The saints are described also as those who “refaginful to Jesus,” - as
those who keep their faith in Jesus. Faith in Jésissmade them saints; for as
Scripture says, “it is by grace you have been satledugh faith” (Eph. 2:8).
Through faith we appropriate to ourselves the fgrgess that Christ has
procured for us; and it is this faith or confidenoeJesus that makes patient
endurance possible.

14:13 Then | heard a voice from heaven say, “Wigessed are
the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Yesays the
Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for theideeds will
follow them.”

This is the second of the seven beatitudes in Rewal “Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord from now on.” What a cornthis must have been for
the Christians who were threatened with death lscalitheir faith and, indeed,
what a comfort for all Christians at all times! BHeowho die as believing
children of God will experience eternal happinessl dlessedness from the
moment of their death. Yes, from the moment thatrthyelids close in death,
they will be freed from all the labors, trials adifficulties that are ours as we
journey through life.

Not only will they experience deliverance from ttwls and cares of
earthly life, but the Spirit also says: “Their deedlill follow them.” True, their
good works will not save them; but they will sela® evidence of the faith by
which they were justified, and the Lord will useesle evidences in the public
judgment on the last day, as He Himself tells udatt. 25:34-40: “Then the
King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you whee blessed by my Father;
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for goce the creation of the
world. For | was hungry and you gave me somethonggtt, | was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, | was a stranger andigeited me in, | needed
clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and youddaokfter me, | was in prison
and you came to visit me.’ Then the righteous wailswer him, ‘Lord, when did
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and gme something to drink?
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When did we see you a stranger and invite yourimeeding clothes and clothe
you? When did we see you sick or in prison andogadit you?’ The King will
reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did fone of the least of these brothers
of mine, you did for me.”

TheHarvest of The Earth

14:14-16 | looked, and there before me was a wtidad, and seated
on the cloud was one “like a son of man " with aven of
gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his handenrTh
another angel came out of the temple and called ioud
voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, “Takerysickle
and reap, because the time to reap has come, &hahvest
of the earth is ripe.” So he who was seated on dloeid
swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth heagested.

There can be no doubt that we have here a repatisenof the final
judgment.

We look first at the Judge, who is none other thanLord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. He is pictured as seated on a wiomel c- white being a symbol >f
holiness. He is described as one “like a son of.inAthile Scripture caches that
Jesus is both true God and true man, possessihgtimtdivine iature and the
human nature, yet in the passage before us welaréhat he Judge on the last
day will be Jesus, a human being. This is in acattfd other passages of
Scripture. In John 5:27, we read: “And he (the EBttas given him (Jesus)
authority to judge because he is the Son of Mam.Acts 17:31, we have these
words of Paul to the Athenians: “For he (God) hetsasday when he will judge
the world with justiceby that man he has appointedSpeaking of the last day,
Jesus Himself said: “They will see tB®n of Man coming on the cloudsthe
sky, with power and great glory” (Matt. 24:30); aodhe high priest, Jesus said:
“In the future you will see th8on of Marsitting on the right hand of the Mighty
One andccoming on the clouds of heavefiMatt. 26:64). It ought to be a comfort
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to us to know that He who will judge us is not ofigue God, begotten of the
Father from eternity,” but also “true man, borrtlod Virgin Mary.”

The Judge is further described as wearing “a crofrgold on his head,” -
the crown being a symbol of His kingly power andhauty. The head that once
was crowned with thorns now wears a crown of victand glory. And in His
hand He had a sharp sickle. In days gone by, tikesivas the main instrument
that was used in the harvesting of grain.

Then an angel appeared out of heaven, that isy fr@ presence of God,
who does the commissioning, and announced to ChinstJudge: “Take your
sickle and reap, because the time to reap has donmhe harvest of the earth is
ripe.” Every farmer knows that when the grain isdieipe, it is high time for
him to do the harvesting. To delay may result iloss. So here, the harvest is
“dead ripe;” all the elect have been brought ifite kingdom; there must be no
delay; it is time for the wheat, the true belieyeéosbe gathered into the heavenly
granary. “So he who was seated on the cloud swimgitkle over the earth, and
the earth was harvested.” Thus, in this part ofvik®n, John not only sees the
Lord Jesus appearing as Judge, but he also selesapdcevery one of God’s
elect safe at home in heaven. Yes, he sees thedtatoriously completed.

14:17-20  Another angel came out of the templeeiavin, and he too
had a sharp sickle. Still another angel, who hadrge of
the fire, came from the altar and called in a lowaice to him
who had the sharp sickle, “Take your sharp sickled a
gather the clusters of grapes from the earth’s vimecause
its grapes are ripe. ” The angel swung his sickle the
earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into dgheat
winepress of God's wrath. They were trampled in the
winepress outside the city, and blood flowed ouhefpress,
rising as high as the horses bridles for a distan€el,600
stadia.
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While verses 14-16 refer to the harvest of thetelerses 17-20 refer to God’s
judgment on the wicked.

In Psalm 1:4 and in Matt. 3:12, the ungodly anmpgared to the chaff in
the grain harvest; and we are told that this cisaburned with unquenchable
fire. In this vision of St. John, however, the wackare compared to clusters of
grapes, the berries of which have reached themedf ripeness.

We would imagine, perhaps, that this grape hamwesid be conducted
by the same “son of man” who conducted the gramdst. However, we are
told that “another angel came out of the templieaaven,” that is, out of the
presence of God, to conduct the grape harvestnoeng us, nevertheless, that
the judgment of damnation is also an act of Godigess. This angel, too, had a
sharp sickle.

Then a third angel, “who had charge of the firggerhaps the same angel
who is described in Rev. 8:3-5, - “called in a loamice to him who had the
sharp sickle” and told him to proceed with the leatwof the grapes. Note well, it
is God who gives the authority to declare whenpaetiag to His will, the
judgment is finally to come upon the wicked.

So “the angel swung his sickle on the earth, gath&s grapes and threw
them into the great winepress of God’s wrath.” Tholsn sees the great day of
the Lord, the final judgment, the day of wrathhasing come. The grapes,
symbolizing all the wicked and ungodly, “were trdatpin the winepress outside
the city.” The trampling of grapes was a common Tddtament figure of
speech, signifying the execution of divine wrath.

In Revelation, the word “city” usually is the naree the church. Thus in
chapter 11, we are told that the unbelievers trathfiie holy city (the church)
underfoot for forty-two months. Now John sees thbkalievers “trampled in the
winepresoutside the city,’signifying the eternal separation of the believers
from the unbelievers. This is eternal death foruhbkelievers. Outside of the
city, outside of the Church of Christ, is the platevrath. There the grapes, the
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ungodly, are pressed out in the wine press of Gadash. The blood of the
enemies flows out of the press, “rising as higthashorses’ bridles for a
distance of 1600 stadia,” the equivalent of apprately 180 miles. In
Revelation, the number four is associated withedmth; ten is the number
representing completeness. The multiplied squdrésioand ten produce the
number 1600, thus signifying that this is the fipmlgment of the whole world.
The Lord’s victory is complete; His righteous wragilmishes the unbelievers
with eternal punishment, - everlasting damnation.

As we contemplate the terrible fate of the ungpdig turn to the Lord
with the plea that He will graciously keep us ie thue and saving faith, so that
when the last day dawns, we may hear the gracioudsiof our Savior: “Come,
you who are blessed by my Father; take your induecg, the kingdom prepared
for you since the creation of the world” (Matt. 28).
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