A Journey Through Revelation

Chapter 7

The Vision of The Seven Bowls
(Rev. 15:1 - 16:21)

The Song of Moses and
The Seven Angels With The Seven Plagues

15:1 | saw in heaven another great and marvelags:sseven angels with the
seven last plagues - last, because with them Gedith is completed.

This first verse strikes the keynote of the entliapter. The final destruction of the world
is imminent. Seven angels stand prepared to pautheuseven last plagues. They are called the
last, because in them God’s wrath comes to conapleihe plagues of the seven trumpets in
chapter 8 were warning judgments of God; but tlegés of the bowls are final, calling off all
opportunities for repentance.

15:2-4 And | saw what looked like a sea of glaseethwith fire and, standing
beside the sea, those who had been victorioustbedreast and his image
and over the number of his name. They held hanengihem by God and
sang the song of Moses the servant of God anddhg ef the Lamb:
“Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Ahmyg Just and true
are your ways, King of the ages. Who will not fgan, O Lord, and bring
glory to your name? For you alone are holy. Allinas will come and
worship before you, for your righteous acts haverbeevealed.

In this vision, John beheld “what looked like a & glass.” In all likelihood, this was the
same crystal sea which he had seen at the beginhimg vision (Rev. 4:6). The sea was mixed
with fire, a symbol of the presence and majest@od.

Standing beside the sea of glass, John saw “thbheehad been victorious over the beast
and his image and over the number of his namedpfiears quite evident that the beast here
spoken of must be the beast from the sea, - thehaistian civil government. In chapter 13, we
were told that the beast was able to overcomedimssby persecuting them and by killing them.
But although the Christians seemed to be defeatdtiebantichristian powers, yet in this vision
of John, the Christians definitely are seen asvitirs. They had conquered the beast by their
refusal to compromise the truth, by their refusalvbrship the antichristian civil government, by
their refusal to obey men instead of God, and leyrtrefusal to be deceived by the lamb-like
speech and actions of the false prophet. Theirymtain, which at first seemed to spell victory
for the beast and defeat for the saints, in reglitged out to be a decisive defeat of the beast an
a glorious victory for the saints.

Now the victorious saints are seen standing betbideglassy sea, - the sea smooth as
glass, a symbol of the undisturbed calm and peateaven. In their hands are harps, gifts of
God, with which they accompany their songs of joyHim who has redeemed them and has
brought them safely through trials and tribulatitm$he eternal bliss and glory of heaven.
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The Vision of the Seven Bowls (15:1-6- 16:21)

The song is described as “the song of Moses thearseof God and the song of the
Lamb.” As Moses, the servant of God, delivered @eldren of Israel from their bondage to
Pharaoh and, under God’s direction and guidandethiem safely and miraculously through the
Red Sea, so Jesus, the Lamb of God, is picturécadng delivered His saints from bondage to
Satan and his allies and as having brought theerlystd the shores of eternity. And as Moses
and the Children of Israel stood on the shores©®fRed Sea and sang their song of triumph, so
the redeemed sing a song of praise to Him who Wwefdre them into death and who, through
death, opened for them the gates to the Promisewl,Lihe heavenly Jerusalem. The Old
Testament deliverance from the Egyptians foreshadotie New Testament deliverance from
the beast, his image and his number. In Heb. 3veetiead: “Moses was faithful as a servant in
all God’s house, testifying to what would be saidhe future. But Christ is faithful as a son over
God’s house. And we are his house, if we hold oouocourage and to the hope of which we
boast.”

It is significant to note that in this song ofumph, the saints make no mention of their
own deeds or of their own sufferings. Their onlgught is to give glory to God and the Lamb.
“Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Antyij In the face of the terrible power of
Satan and the two beasts, the saints of God, by diaan power and might, could never have
emerged victorious. The victory of God’s people moes attributed solely to God’s great and
marvelous deeds.

“Just and true are your ways, King of the ageslthdugh in times of trial and
persecution it may have appeared to God’'s peopié @sed had forgotten them and that His
Word and promises were unreliable, yet as thesdssabw stood beside the glassy sea, they
could see how all the ways of the Lord indeed wgrst and true.” True to His promise, God
had seen to it that the gates of hell did not gteagainst His Church: and He had seen to it also
that just punishment was meted out to the wicketitha ungodly.

“Who will not fear you, 0 Lord, and bring glory @mur name? For you alone are holy.”
To be sure, all men will fear the Lord. As far ke enemies of God are concerned, they will be
frightened, - and rightly so; for theirs will beetfiear of an awakened and terrified conscience. In
the case of the children of God, who have the asserof sins forgiven and whose consciences
accordingly no longer are terrified, they will fe@od with the awe and respect of a believing
and trusting heart. Thus God’s name will be gledfilt will be as St. Paul wrote: “that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaveroarehrth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to tbeyglf God the Father” (Phil. 2:10-11).

“All nations will come and worship before you, fgour righteous acts have been
revealed.” Universal recognition of God, — whetherdered willingly or unwillingly, - is taught
in both the Old Testament and the New Testameradtition to the New Testament passage
which we have just quoted (Phil. 2:10-11), we gallir attention to Psalm 86:9-10 and Isaiah
45:23-24. In Psalm 86, David exclaims: “All the ioas you have made will come and worship
before you, O Lord; they will bring glory to youame. For you are great and do marvelous
deeds; you alone are God.” And in Isaiah 45, wel thase inspired words: “Before me every
knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear. Theyl say of me, ‘In the Lord alone are
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righteousness and strength.” All who have ragednag&im will come to him and be put to
shame.” Yes, indeed; Scripture truly teaches thathe end the entire universe will have to
acknowledge that all of God’s acts and verdictsehbgen righteous. “Just and true are your
ways, King of the ages.”

15:5 After this | looked and in heaven the temfhiat is, the tabernacle of the
Testimony, was opened.

The tabernacle of the Testimony was the dwellifacg of God during the time that

Israel wandered in the wilderness. After Moses bathpleted the task of setting up the
tabernacle, we are told in the closing words ofBbek of Exodus: “Then the cloud covered the
Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the Lord filldgettabernacle. Moses could not enter the Tent
of Meeting because the cloud had settled upomd,the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle,
In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever theud lifted from above the tabernacle, they
would set out; but if the cloud did not lift, theljd not set out - until the day it lifted. So the
cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, fae was in the cloud by night, in the sight
of all the house of Israel during all their trave(&x. 40:34-28). What a sight and what an
experience this must have been for Moses and tiidr&m of Israel!

And what an awe-inspiring sight it must have beanJbhn when he saw in heaven the
opentemple, which not only indicated the presence ofl, Gt also signified that He, the holy
and almighty God, was now ready to act throughrigssengers.

15:6-7 Out of the temple came the seven angels thé seven plagues. They
were dressed in clean, shining linen and wore golskeshes around their
chests. Then one of the four living creatures g@véhe seven angels
seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of GodpJikes forever and
ever.

“The seven angels with the seven plagues” arsdhge angels that are mentioned in the
first verse of this chapter. They are describett@ding the seven plagues, but we are not told
that they brought these seven plagues out of tmpléee They were dressed in clean, shining
linen, symbolizing their holiness and purity. Arautimeir chests they wore golden sashes, which
perhaps symbolized royal and priestly functions, tAese seven angels emerged from the
temple, each of them received from one of the fmimg creatures a golden bowl. These seven
bowls, which were “filled with the wrath of God,gpresent the complete and final punishments
which will be poured out on all the enemies of ¢iernal and ever-living God.

One commentator has made the observation thatséhen seals which were open
revealedthe judgments of God; the seven trumpataouncedhe judgments of God: and now
the seven bowlpour outthe long-restrained anger of God.

15:8 And the temple was filled with smoke fromgloey of God and from his
power, and no one could enter the temple untilsénen plagues of the
seven angels were completed.
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The Vision of the Seven Bowls (15:1-6- 16:21)

After the seven angels had come out of the tengpieceive from the living creature the
seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of Godhéttemple was filled with smoke from the
glory of God and from his power.” The “glory of th®rd” was the bright light in which God
often made His presence known. Thus, for examplemthe birth of the Savior was to be
announced to the shepherds on Bethlehem'’s plaiesead: “An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, andhe glory of the Lord shone around theand they were terrified” (Luke 2:9).

Or think of how the Lord revealed His presence ntiee Children of Israel were led out
of Egypt. In Exodus 13:21, we read: “By day thed.aent ahead of them ingllar of cloudto
guide them on their way and by night imp#lar of fire to give them light, so that they could
travel by day or night.”

In conjunction with verse 5 of this chapter, weotpa the words from Exodus 40:34-38.
Here we would just call your attention once agairtitese particular words: “Then the cloud
covered the Tent of Meeting, atige glory of the Lord filled the tabernaclsloses could not
enter the Tent of Meeting becaube cloud had settled upon it, and the glory ofltbed filled
the tabernacle(Ex. 40:34-35).

Therefore, it was not something unusual or unheéithat, in this vision, John saw the
temple filled with smoke from the glory and powéiGnd.

Amazing and somewhat perplexing, however, is tagement that “no one could enter
the temple until the seven plagues of the seveerlangere completed.” We do know that it was
a duty of the priests to enter the temple and niatieecession for the people. Therefore, the fact
that no one could enter the temple until the seplagues had been completed seems to imply
the end of all intercession. In other words, thagaeof grace has come to an end; there is no
more time or opportunity for repentance; nothindeif for men now except “the seven last
plagues - last, because with them God’s wrathmspteted” (15:1).

The Seven Bowls of God’s Wrath

16:1 Then | heard a loud voice from the templeirgayo the seven angels,
“Go, pour out the seven bowls of God’s wrath oneheth,”

The vision of the seven bowls, like the vision bé tseven seals and the vision of the seven
trumpets, covers the entire New Testament dispemsantil Judgment Day.

As we read and study this vision of the seven bpwk cannot escape the truth that it is
remarkably similar to the vision of the seven tratsp Therefore, we are inclined to conclude
that both visions deal with the same issue, nantleé/false religious teachings that are designed
to lead immortal souls into the open jaws of hatl @erdition.

But why are there two visions to proclaim the samnephetic message? It has been
pointed out that in prophetic dreams and visionis, is by no means unusual. As a young man,
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Joseph had two very similar dreams, but both coedethe same message; both pointed to
Joseph’s elevation to a position of rulership ie tand of Egypt. Pharaoh likewise had two
similar dreams; but both had the same message,lyathat seven years of plenty would be
followed by seven years of famine. So here in Radia, it is very likely that the two visions of
John, which in many ways are very similar, aredang us the one and the same message.

Accordingly, in the seven last plagues we havegmted to us, in a symbolical manner,
the tremendous amount of false doctrines, - vigisasl-destroying doctrines and philosophies, -
that will flood the earth in these closing daystloé world’s history. We are reminded of the
prophetic words of the Apostle Paul: “For the tim#i come when men will not put up with
sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desitesy will gather around them a great number of
teachers to say what their itching ears want te.heey will turn their ears away from the truth
and turn aside to myths” (2 Tim. 4:3-4).

The vision begins with a loud voice from the teeygiving the command to the seven
angels: “Go, pour out the seven bowls of God’s vt the earth.” And so, we now have in this
vision a portrayal of God’s judgment as it is paleut upon an unbelieving, impenitent and
corrupt world,

16:2 The first angel went and poured out his bowlthe land, and ugly and
painful sores broke out on the people who had thekrof the beast and
worshiped his image.

When the first angel poured out his bowl on thed|ahere was an outbreak of ugly and
painful sores. That this cannot be a referencenyophysical plague is evident from the fact that
this plague did not affect or afflict the true lesters, but affected only “the people who had the
mark of the beast and worshiped his image.”

When people deliberately depart from the worsliithe true God, or when they wilfully
corrupt God’s Word by false doctrine and teachitttgy automatically become guilty of
worshiping false gods. Thus they become people vave the mark of the beast and worship his
image. In fact, because of their wilful rejectioh tbe truth, God often punishes them by
permitting them to become steeped in false doctilies very fact is stressed emphatically by
the Apostle Paul when he writes: “They perish beeahey refused to love the truth and so be
saved. For this reason God sends them a powelidida so that they will believe the lie and so
that all will be condemned who have not believeslttiath but have delighted in wickedness” (2
Thess. 2:10-12).

As physical ulcers usually are ugly and painful, s@ritually speaking, people who are
involved in all kinds of false teachings and beieihdure a great deal of distress and inward
pain. They may refuse to admit it, but they haventnting consciences and, in reality, can
experience no rest for their souls. Their falsaefeland idolatrous worship certainly resemble
ugly and painful sores, depriving them of inwarége of heart and mind, and filling them with
a spiritual poison that ultimately will prove fatal
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The Vision of the Seven Bowls (15:1-6- 16:21)

16:3 The second angel poured out his bowl on ¢ae and it turned into blood
like that of a dead man, and every living thingha sea died.

When the second angel poured out his bowl ondhethe water “turned into blood like
that of a dead man,” - coagulated blood that s@mays and stinks.

All antichristian teachings and false beliefs naty erupt in ugly and painful sores, but
they also envelop everything with the repulsiveaskeof rotting blood. Just as God’s Word in its
truth and purity leads to spiritual and eternag,lifo does corrupt and false teaching result in
spiritual and eternal death. And is not the odode#th very pronounced in the antichristian
world of today?

This second bowl, which turned the sea into blasdiery similar to the plague which
accompanied the second trumpet. However, thetesslifference: the second trumpet judgment
killed only one-third of the sea creatures; helettsd sea creatures perish. This indicates that
God’s patience has come to an end. By its stubbochwilful adherence to false doctrine, the
unbelieving world is deprived of the Gospel of Ze€lnrist, the only Gospel that can bring light
and life to the souls of men.

16;4 The third angel poured out his bowl on theers and springs of water,
and they became blood.

Going back to chapter 8, we recall that when thed ttrumpet sounded, a star called
Wormwood fell into the rivers and springs and mamtee-third of the waters bitter and
poisonous, causing many people to die. Here, athtlteangel pours out his bovdll the rivers
and springs turn into blood.

Rivers and springs represent drinkable water. Witht, people die. The Gospel of Jesus
and His saving love is the water of life, whichradocan quench forever man’s spiritual thirst.
But when men deliberately refuse the pure Gospelpamsist in their false doctrines and satanic
teachings, they pollute the life-giving rivers asyutrings of salvation to the extent that they no
longer refresh the souls of men. Now, as a resultad’s Judgment, these enemies of the
Church no longer have the pure and refreshing waténe Gospel. Instead they have blood to
drink. How utterly repulsive! Surely, this ought tause us to appreciate more than ever the
inviting words of Jesus: “If anyone is thirsty, legtn come to me and drink. Whoever believes in
me, as the Scripture has said, streams of livingmaill flow from within him” (John 7:37-38).

16:5-7 Then | heard the angel in charge of theensasay; “You are just in these
judgments, you who are and who were, the Holy ©Geeause you have so
judged; for they have shed the blood of your saamis prophets, and you
have given them blood to drink as they deserved”Aheard the altar
respond: “Yes, Lord God Almighty, true and just sceir judgments. ”

The “angel in charge of the waters” evidentlyhe third angel, - the angel who had just
poured out his bowl! on the rivers and springs afewalohn heard this angel addressing God as
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“you who are and who were, the Holy One.” Then dhgel declares that this eternal and holy
God is absolutely righteous and just in the semearfcpunishment which He has pronounced
upon the enemies and persecutors of the Churdk. ithpossible that He should ever judge
unjustly. He is perfect in His judgment. Becausesth enemies not only had rejected and
blasphemed the Gospel of Christ, but also had giedlood of the saints and the prophets and
had caused so many followers of the Lamb to suffartyrdom, they now were given blood to
drink. Thus “punishment is tailored to fit the cerh

Not only does the angel of the waters proclaim '&qadgment to be just, but the altar
also agrees that God is true and just in sendiisgplague. The altar very likely is the incense
altar and represents the prayers of the saintweldsas the cries of the martyrs, that God would
punish those who had darkened the Gospel lighthetdtried to suppress the progress of the
Gospel by persecuting and killing the children @idG

With the pouring out of the bowls of wrath, thqeayers of the saints and martyrs are
answered, showing once again that God does no¢tfamgd that His judgments, severe as they
may be, nevertheless are true and just. The foll®weé the beast and his image not only are
enraged by the pure Gospel message, but they r@smafirmed in their self-chosen destruction.
God, in His mercy, preserve us from all antichaistheresies!

16:8-9 The fourth angel poured out his bowl ba sun, and the sun was given
power to scorch people with fire. They were sedmethe intense heat and
they cursed the name of God, who had control dweséd plagues, but they
refused to repent and glorify him.

The sun is the source of light, heat and life. ¥ften speak of the cheering, life-giving
rays of the sun. As such, the sun is symbolic eMford of God, which is the source of spiritual
light and life. Nevertheless, as a punishment éouthbelieving and the ungodly, the fourth angel
pours out the bowl of God’s wrath on the sun; ardane told that “the sun was given power to
scorch people with fire” and that the ungodly “weeared by the intense heat.”

That is precisely what happens when the plagulsé doctrine is poured out on this
source of spiritual light and life. In the casetbé ungodly, the light of God’s Word actually
becomes the cause of intense spiritual suffericgrching them with fire and causing them to be
seared by the intense heat. They have no peaaggymfwort, no hope. Having rejected the life-
giving grace of God, they have nothing to look fard/to except the wrath of God and eternal
punishment. The very Word of God which they coredptby their false philosophies and
religions is the Word that will sentence them tt.he

Nevertheless, the people who were pained and lsedrby this plague entertained no
thought whatsoever of repenting and acknowleddmegglory of God. Instead, they cursed and
blasphemed the name of God, — that same God whadratdol of all these plagues, four of
which had already struck them and the others wiviete still to come.

We note that every new plague seems to be morereseand more deadly than the

——
~
| —
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preceding one.

16:10-11 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on tin@ne of the beast, and his
kingdom was plunged into darkness. Men gnawed ttogigues in
agony and cursed the God of heaven because of ph&is and their
sores, but they refused to repent of what theyduamx.

The fifth bowl is directed at the throne of theabe The beast here spoken of is the beast
from the sea, - a symbol of civil government inat#tichristian aspect. You will recall that in
Rev. 13:2 we were informed that the dragon, nantefyan, “gave the beast his power and his
throne and great authority,” thereby making it #dmsichristian power that it is. The throne of the
dragon and the throne of the beast are the sardahanhellish throne is in opposition to God’s
throne.

Here, now, the throne of the beast is struck kythath of God, which is poured out on it
from the fifth bowl; and the antichristian civil gernment, already the personification of
darkness, is plunged into ever deeper darknebs,darkness of God’s inescapable judgment.

So that there may be no misunderstanding or unjusgtism, let it be said that Christians
truly believe that civil government has been ingétl by God for the good of men. Accordingly,
as loyal and patriotic citizens, Christians resp#wtir government, they pray for their
government, and they stand ready to serve theiergovent. However, when civil government
becomes the agent of Satan, when civil governmemigs itself to be influenced and controlled
by false and satanic delusions, when civil goveminm@omotes and defends measures and
doctrines and practices that definitely are cogttarthe Word of God, then, instead of being a
bless and a source of good to men, it becomessa emd a source of my suffering. It is then that
Christians are compelled to say: “We must obey @tlder than men” (Acts 5:29). To obey the
antichristian demands; policies of civil governmeather than God and His Word is tantamount
to “worshiping the beast” and wearing “the marklad beast.”

As God pours out His righteous wrath and punishragon antichrist civil government,
this punishment becomes so severe and painfuittbatises those who constitute this kingdom
of the beast to “gnaw their tongues in agony” anddage in blasphemy against the God of
heaven because the heavenly Power has interfetbcive powers of hell and has plunged the
beast and his followers into unspeakable darknBss.even now, intsead' of repenting, they
blame God for their ulcerous sores and intenseesnff; and they do not cease to rage against
the God of heaven for bringing them to justice. §Hoar them the time of grace has expired and
the final bowls be must be poured out.

16:12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on treagriver Euphrates, and its
water was dried up to prepare the way for the kifigem the East.

Going back to the vision of the seven trumpets, wdl recall that after the sixth trumpet
had sounded, a great army was seen coming fromegjien of the Euphrates River, That army
killed a third of mankind. Here, in the vision bktbowls, the sixth angel pours out the bowl of
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God'’s wrath on the river Euphrates; and the rigatried up, preparing a way for the kings from
the east. All of this symbolizes the start of theaf gathering of all antichristian forces for a
final attack, a “show-down” battle against Christlddis Church. Apparently, we are getting
close to that time now. Notice that in His angend®limself provides a road for these “kings
from the east.” For the antichristian forces, thigd-up river, as it were, is an invitation to
eternal defeat and disaster. God’s patience i<tasing to an end. He will deal with His
enemies swiftly and justly.

16;13-14 Then | saw three evil spirits that looli&é frogs; they came out of the
mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the baadtout of the mouth
of the false prophet. They are spirits of demonfopming miraculous
signs, and they go out to the kings of the wholddyto gather them
for the battle on the great day of God Almighty.

John relates that he saw three evil spirits thekéd like frogs. (By the way, in Lev.
11:10, frogs are listed as unclean animals). Thiese evil spirits or demons, came out of the
mouth of the dragon (Satan), out of the mouth &f bleast from the sea (antichristian civil
government) and out of the mouth of the false pedtne Antichrist). These three form a union
of iniquity and often are called the unholy trinity

Being evil spirits, they share Satan’s power, ey the power to perform certain
miracles. This need not surprise us. Jesus Hinfm@fold this when He said: “False Christs and
false prophets will appear and perform great sggns miracles to deceive even the elect - if that
were possible” (Matt. 24:24).

By means of these miraculous signs, the “unhobgedh seek to enlist the kings and
mighty ones of the entire world for the last graatl decisive battle, which here is called “the
battle on the great day of God Almighty,” - the DafyJudgment, - on which day the Lord
Himself will bring to nought this last great onsgyiu of His enemies. Indeed, when the black
clouds of deception and the storms of hell-borresies become so manifold and violent that
they become a serious threat even to the elecbldhethe Lord Himself will appear on the scene
to terminate, once and for all, the deceptive,-slmstroying works of Satan and his cohorts. This
truth of Christ’'s second and sudden coming is ersigkd further in the verse that follows.

16:15 “Behold, | come like a thief! Blessed isvileo stays awake and keeps his
clothes with him, so that he may not go naked aadshamefully
exposed.”

There can be no doubt that the speaker of thesgsvwi® Christ Himself. Because the end
of all things will occur so suddenly, Jesus hereserts for us a word of warning and
encouragement. “Behold,” says He, “I come like iafthImmediately we are reminded of some
words which Jesus spoke during the days of Hisipubinistry, when He said to His disciples:
“But understand this: If the owner of the house kadwn at what time of night the thief was
coming, he would have kept watch and would not Hawlis house be broken into. So you also
must be ready, because the Son of Man will conaa d&our when you do not expect him” (Matt.
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24:43-44). And in 1 Thess. 5:2 we read: “For yoowrvery well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night.”

Then, in this third beatitude in Revelation, thavidr says: “Blessed is he who stays
awake and keeps his clothes with him.” Here, toe,think of similar exhortations given by
Jesus. For example, in Matt. 24:42 He says: “Tloeegteep watch, because you do not know on
what day your Lord will come.” And in 1 Thess. 5@ are told: “So then, let us not be like
others, who are asleep, but let us be alert arfiesetrolled.”

“Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps hisedathith him, so that he may not go
naked and be shamefully exposed.” We have here beagiful symbolism, frequently used in
Christian messages and especially in Christian Isyriivie Christians are clothed, not in the
disgraceful and filthy garments of our own rightsoess, but in garments that have been
cleansed in the blood of Christ; and clothed irs¢hgarments, the shame of our own nakedness,
our disgraceful sin, will not be seen when we skhd before Him on that great day of God
Almighty.

God grant that we may be alert at all times, abJapking for the return of our Lord; and
soon will come the day when we will join all thedemed in singing eternal hymns of praise
and glory to our great God and King.

16:16 Then they gathered the kings together telaee that in Hebrew is called
Armageddon.

The three demonic spirits that came forth from nhauths of the dragon and the two
beasts were successful in gathering the kingstiegéd a place called Armageddon.

Most Biblical scholars are of the opinion that fageddon” comes from two Hebrew
words, one meaning “mountain” and the other “MegiddVegiddo was a city in the plain of
Esdraelon. Near Megiddo was Mount Carmel, It mapfogome significance that on this mount,
Elijah, the prophet of God, met the four hundredppets of the idol Baal and utterly defeated
and destroyed them. In that battle, the truth ofl @aumphed over the falsehood of Satan. So
now, all the forces of evil are gathered for a,ldstsperate battle against Christ. Basically, it is
the final great battle between the truth of God #rel deception of Satan. Thus Armageddon
may well symbolize the final and complete overth@vevil by God.

16:17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl in&odir, and out of the temple
came a loud voice from the throne, saying, “It end!”

With the seventh bowl, we come to the climax @& #eries of judgments. This is not a
description of conditions right before the end loé tworld. That was given in the preceding
bowls. This is the very end, - the final judgmeks.the seventh angel pours out his bowl into the
air, thereby signifying the end of life on earthe tloud voice of God is heard from the temple,
saying, “It is done!” In other words, it is all avehistory has run its course, the judgments are
now completed; the end of the world has come!

10

——
| —



A Journey Through Revelation

16:18-21 Then there came flashes of lightning, biimys, peals of thunder and a
severe earthquake. No earthquake like it has es@rreed since man has
been on earth, so tremendous was the quake. Theajesplit into three
parts, and the cities of the nations collapsed. &Gmdembered Babylon
the Great and gave her the cup filled with the wifiehe fury of his
wrath. Every island fled away and the mountaindadoot be found. From
the sky huge hailstones of about a hundred pouads &Il upon men.
And they cursed God on account of the plague df hacause the plague
was so terrible.

Here the disintegration of the world is portrayedlashes of lightning, rumblings, peals
of thunder, accompanied by a severe earthquakeaidhquake so great that in all history there
has been none like it, a quake that completelyragsthe present world,

In this connection, we would call your attentiandertain words in the Epistle to the
Hebrews, which we feel are very appropriate foasisve journey through life. The exhortation
reads: “See to it that you do not refuse him wheagp. If they did not escape when they refused
him who warned them on earth, how much less will ivee turn away from him who warns us
from heaven? At that time his voice shook the edntih now he has promised, ‘Once more | will
shake not only the earth but also the heavens.Wdres ‘once more’ indicate the removing of
what can be shaken - that is, created things -hab what cannot be shaken may remain.
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom thanhoabe shaken, let us be thankful, and so
worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,ofar ‘God is a consuming fire” (Heb.
12:25-29).

The great city, Babylon the Great, the capitahef beast, the seat of antichristian power,
is shattered into three parts, indicating totaltesion. All the cities of the nations likewise
collapse. In the vision of the three angels (1£2§-Babylon was warned that she would be
given the cup of God’s anger and that she woulddmepelled to drink the wine of God’s wrath.
With the coming of the last day, this threat isafired. God had not forgotten the cries and
prayers of the persecuted saints and martyrs. Moget prayers are answered; now God’s honor
is avenged; now the followers of the beast musindiee cup of the fury of God’s wrath to its
very last dregs. Their power has come to an endoNger will they be able to harm the flock of
Christ.

Continuing the description of his vision pertamito the end of the world, John relates
that “every island fled away and the mountains doobt be found.” They disappeared
completely from sight, once again indicating thealtdestruction of the world.

Awesome, indeed, is the final scene of this visitifrom the sky huge hailstones of
about a hundred pounds each fell upon men. And ¢hesed God on account of the plague of
hail, because the plague was so terrible.” In tagye of hail that the Lord sent upon Egypt,
described in Ex. 9:19, we are told that the haissokilled all men and animals in the open field.

11

——
| —



The Vision of the Seven Bowls (15:1-6- 16:21)

Now try and imagine hailstones, each weighing e thundred pounds, falling down
from the sky. And all the cities of the earth hadlapsed in the great earthquake, - and every
island had fled away, - and the mountains had gesamed. Consequently, there was no
protection for the people that made up the unbelgeworld. It is the end of all things. With
their lips uttering horrible curses, they now mizste the verdict of a righteous Judge, who, as
we shall see in the coming chapters, will consigent to an eternity in hell and everlasting
damnation.

As a concluding remark to this chapter, we no&t While the true believers may have to
endure many trials and tribulations here on ednhpbowls of God’s wrath are not poured out on
them. These bowls of wrath are intended solelytHerenemies of God. It is all summed up very
nicely in John 3:36: “Whoever believes in the Sas kternal life, but whoever rejects the Son
will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.”
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