A Journey Through Revelation

Chapter 8
TheVictory Over Antichrist:

Babylon, The Great Prostitute
(Rev. 17-19)

The Woman on The Beast

17:1-2 One of the seven angels who had the semgls ltame and said to
me, "Come, | will show you the punishment of treagprostitute,
who sits on many waters. With her the kings oftdréh committed
adultery and the inhabitants of the earth were xitated with the
wine of her adulteries.”

In Rev. 14:8, Babylon’s fall is predicted. In Ra%:17-21, when the last bowl of
wrath is poured out, Babylon the Great collapseswNn chapters 17 and 18 of
Revelation, the destruction of Babylon is descrilmegreater detail.

One of the seven angels who had the seven bowtsiped to show John “the
punishment of the great prostitute who sits on maaters.” Who is this harlot? In the
final verse of this chapter, the angel says: “Tlenan you saw is the great city that rules
over the kings of the earth.” In verse five of tbispter, the harlot is called “Babylon the
Great.” In the Old Testament, any idolatry or uttfhilness to God was called spiritual
adultery or harlotry; and the prophets often déscthe apostate Old Testament church
as a faithful wife who became a harlot. Thus welydar example, in Isaiah 1:21: “See
how the faithful city has become a harlot!” In tight of these considerations, it seems
almost certain that the prostitute in this chajethe apostate church - the church that
has become unfaithful and has departed from theef&ith.

The apostate church is described as “the greadtipie who sits on many
waters.” We are not left in the dark as to the nmeamf this, for in verse 15 of this
chapter the angel says: “The waters you saw, wtiegeprostitute sits, are peoples,
multitudes, nations and languages.” Since “sittirgymbolizes established rule, the
reference to the “many waters” on which the wonmiseems to tell us that the apostate
church may greatly outnumber the holy, Christiarui€h, the communion of saints,
which in Scripture is called “the little flock.” fflthis connection, we might be reminded
and warned not to judge the faithfulness of thechiby its size).

The angel further tells John that with this haftbe kings of the earth committed
adultery.” In other words, the secular rulers af trarth supported the unfaithful church
in her apostasy, This certainly was true in pastues, and it still is true today, It is not
unusual to see secular governments falling inwith and supporting the false teachings
of apostate churches; nor is it unusual to seetaf@shurches approving and ratifying
many of the antichristian measures of secular gowents. Thus we have the prostitute
and the kings of the earth involved in shamefulltady
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Furthermore, “the inhabitants of the earth wetexitated with the wine of her
adulteries.” As we have heard previously, when Reian speaks of “the inhabitants of
the earth,” it is a reference to the unbelieverspse only home is this earth. They have
no citizenship in heaven. These people are inttedcavith the wine of the harlot's
adulteries. A person who has become drunk with werenot think clearly; his mind is
unclear and confused. So the inhabitants of thé ezannot think clearly about the
fundamental doctrines of Scripture and salvatioecalise their minds have become
clouded and confused by the glamor and pomp ofnthay false teachings that are
promoted by an apostate church.

17:3-4 Then the angel carried me away in the $pito a desert. There |
saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that wasei@m with
blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten. Hdras
woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and wigiemgrhg with
gold, precious stones and pearls, She held a gotgnin her
hand, filled with abominable things and the filthher adulteries.

The angel carried John “in spirit” into a deséntthis state of spiritual exaltation,
as we have mentioned previously, John was abledcasd hear things which normally
are not seen and heard by human beings.

In this particular vision, John saw a woman sittim a scarlet beast, This beast is
the same beast from the sea that was describedthapter 13, - a symbol of civil
government in its antichristian aspects, also ofedarred to as the secular antichrist. The
beast is scarlet in color; and we know that scaslejenerally regarded as symbolizing
sin. The beast also was covered with blasphemonesiaperhaps referring to the fact
that many governmental heads frequently assumiegd titat robbed God of the honor
and glory which belongs to Him alone. In a previalapter, for example, we had
mentioned that the Emperor Domitian demanded tadmessed as “Dominus et Deus
noster,” - “Our Lord and God.” How utterly blasphens! Finally, we are told that this
beast had seven heads and ten horns, - the heddsars representing kingdoms and
nations that have followed the beast. This detdlllve described more fully later on in
this chapter.

The woman, whom we have identified as the aposthtech, is described as
being dressed in “purple and scarlet,” very expangjarments, and garments that were
adorned with gold, precious stones and pearls. Thasharlot is portrayed as a great
gueen in order to impress and entice the kingb®®etrth. The fact that she is clothed in
garments of the same color as the beast is anathgrof telling us that the apostate
church has assumed the color of the world and heesesl into an intimate relationship
with the antichristian forces in the various cigdvernments; and the fact that she “sits”
on the beast would seem to indicate that the ajgostiaurch has great power and
influence and that she often is the controllingcéorin her alliance with secular
governments.
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But truly, as we look back over the past centunes are compelled to say that
the desires for wealth and worldly power have hatlad influence and extremely
damaging effects on the visible church and thedesadf the church. In fact, the desire
for wealth and power may very well be regardedles dause of the apostasy of the
church.

It is not surprising, then, that the apostate chus pictured as holding “a golden
cup in her hand, filled with abominable things ainé filth of her adulteries.” The golden
cup is inviting and enticing, but it is filled witadulterated messages, - false doctrines
designed to lure people from the narrow path teatl$ to eternal life, to the broad way
which leads to death and destruction. Yes, instdfadffering people the wholesome,
nourishing truths of the Gospel that we are sawéelysby the grace of God through faith
in Christ Jesus, the apostate church, for the sakeaterial gain and worldly prestige,
has corrupted these basic Gospel truths and is making men “intoxicated with the
wine of her adulteries.”

17:5-6 This title was written on her forehead:
Mystery
Babylon the Great
The Mother of Prostitutes
And of The Abominations of The Earth. 1 saw thatwbman was
drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood ads#h who bore
testimony to Jesus. When | saw her, | was greatiyrgshed.

Whether or not the word “mystery” is part of théetthat was written on the
forehead of the woman is difficult to determine. ¥re inclined to believe that this word
is not a part of the title and that the first pairtthis verse probably should read: “This
mysterious title or, This name of mystery” was terit on her forehead. It was quite
customary in days gone by for prostitutes to idgntihemselves by some kind of a
headband.

The mysterious title on the forehead of the wortedls us and all men that this
adulterous and powerful figure is “Babylon The Gyethe enemy of God’s people and
the personification of the kingdom of Antichrist, e plain words, the apostate church.
By being unfaithful to God’s Word, by committingisfual adultery, the apostate church
does unspeakable damage to the work of the truecBh8ad to say, the apostate church
is not primarily concerned about the forgivenessiog, life and eternal salvation. The
apostate church is basically concerned about geeatid worldly power.

And because she has forsaken the Lord of her ydhéhapostate church has
become the mother of the world’s prostitutes andn@bations. By teaching doctrines
that are not in accord with Sacred Scripture, thestate church actually encourages
people to commit spiritual adultery by being urtfait to God. And when the apostate
church is called the mother of “the abominationghefearth,” it means that she definitely
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is leading people into idol worship. That is noffidult to understand. When people
depart from the teachings of Scripture, when theyled to believe that salvation is not
through faith in Christ alone, but that it is degent on good works, then, in reality, a
false doctrine is taught and a false god is beimgshiped. Spiritual fornication and
idolatry go hand in hand. People may claim to bkngaunder the banner of Christianity;
but when they become unfaithful to the true God ldisdWord, they automatically adopt
a form of worship that has the marks of idolatry.

John continues his description of the apostatecthby saying: “I saw that the
woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, tlo®d of those who bore testimony to
Jesus.” We might imagine that, being seated orb#ast and thus being in a position of
control, the visible church would have employed eyomental power and authority in
advancing the cause of the Gospel of Christ. Notheavever. We are told that the
woman who was seated on the scarlet beast was ditimkhe blood of the saints. The
apostate church, the kingdom of Antichrist, isnmdtely associated with antichristian
civil government; and down through the centurie®neto our present time, the apostate
church has used governmental authority in shedtiedglood of saints and witnesses of
Christ. The great amount of blood which she haggmbout, either directly or indirectly,
has caused her to be in a continual state of “iagbn.” No wonder that John was
greatly astonished by the very horror of the worea@spect!

17:7-8 Then the angel said to me: “Why are youoasshed? | will
explain to you the mystery of the woman and ob#ssst she rides,
which has the seven heads and ten horns. The behsth you
saw, once was, now is not, and will come up ouhefAbyss and
go to his destruction. The inhabitants of the easfiose names
have not been written in the book of life from theation of the
world will be astonished when they see the beastalse he once
was, now is not, and yet will come.”

When the angel noticed John’s astonishment, heniseml to give John an
explanation of the woman and the beast with seead$and ten horns.

There is every indication that the beast mentidm&@ is the beast who came out
of the sea (Rev. 13:1). This beast, as we haveategky stated, symbolizes civil
government in its antichristian aspects, the wiaolé-christian power in the world, and is
often called the secular antichrist.

Now, however, comes the part that is very difficahd mysterious. The angel
says that this beast “once was, now is not, andoathe up out of the Abyss and go to
his destruction;” and at the end of this same vdtseangel again says of the beast: “he
once was, now is not, and yet will come.” We askiatVis the meaning of the words:
“once was, now is not, and yet shall come?” Variobsrpretations have been suggested.

Some say that this description of the beast igratation of the description of
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God found in the opening chapters of RevelationRbv. 1:4, 1:8, and 4.8, God is
described as the One “who is, and who was, andisvkm come.” It is true, as we learn
from 2 Thess. 2:4, that the beast seeks to rival Bositting in the temple of God and
claiming to be God, thus laying claim to divinityowever, there is this big difference.
The beast “once was, now is not;” and although bg reappear from the Abyss, to the
delight and amazement of the earth dwellers, yat liwomed to destruction, Our God,
on the other hand, is the One “who is, and who aad,who is to come.”

Others maintain that this description of the béiéstthe Roman Empire, fat is
upon the Roman Empire that the apostate churclhtiisgs Now, the Roman Empire at
John’s time was a continuation of the ancient Romemld empire,which wasin
existence before the kingdom of Antichrist. Then4in6 A.D, the Germanic tribes
conquered Rome, and the Roman Empwuas not.Then, to the astonishment of the
inhabitants of the earth, (the ungodly, whose naamesnot written in the book of life),
Rome (the beast) arose once more from the Abyssisapresentto this day, but is
doomed to eternal destruction.

Still others, referring to Rev. 13:3-4, say thag tantichristian power, the beast
“who was,” received a fatal blow when the Christ who was d¢redirose on the third
day and forty days thereafter ascended into heawgth. this fatal blow, the bea%ivas
not.” There can be no doubt that Christ’s resurrectiahexaltation were a terrible shock
to the antichristian world power, and the antidmis world power at that time was
Rome. Nevertheless, with the help of Satan, wheedas power and authority to the
beast, the antichristian power was healed. Thisvey led the earth-dwellers to believe
that the beast was invincible, and to this dayy gery in the belief that the antichristian
power is unconquerable, and they bow in willing rmigsion to this agency of Satan.
Little do the ungodly, whose names are not wriitenhe book of life, realize that the
beast, who had his origin in the Abyss, will ultielst go to his destruction in the Abyss.

17:9-11 “This calls for a mind with wisdom. Thevee heads are seven
hills on which the woman sits, They are also sdwegs, Five have
fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; butnuine does come,
he must remain for a little while. The beast whoeowas, and now
is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the serahis going to his
destruction.”

These are difficult verses, and wisdom certaidlyneeded to understand and
explain them. God bless all of His children witrsddm from on high!

The seven heads of the scarlet beast are seVewmivhich the woman is seated.
This obviously is a reference to Rome. Accordingréalition, Rome was built on seven
hills; and Rome has frequently been called “thg oftseven hills.” In Rome especially
do we find the embodiment of the apostate church.

But the seven heads “are also seven kings. Five falen, one is, the other has
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not yet come.” It is evident that this cannot besterence to seven Roman emperors.
Rather, this is symbolic of kingdoms that have bleestile to Christianity. The Roman
empire, “the one who is,” is seen as the contilomatif five ancient world empires, all of
which were enemies of God’s people in Old Testantem¢s. These five were Egypt,
Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, and the empire of Atedaa, - all of which threatened the
existence of the people of God.

The Egyptian Pharaoh was determined to destro\Ctiiklren of Israel. Assyria
completely destroyed the northern kingdom of Isrdehding the ten tribes into a
captivity from which they never returned, Babylohegd Judah into captivity. The Persian
King Xerxes attempted to have all of the Jews exiteated. Antiochus Epiphanes of the
empire of Alexander nearly succeeded in wipingtbetworship of the true God among
the Jews, These are the five that have fallen.

Now we come to “the one that is,” namely, the Ronsampire, the secular
antichrist at the time when John wrote Revelativhile it may have been comforting to
the true Christians to know that in time the penteg Roman empire would likewise
fall, yet they were told that there was anothecame and that “he must remain for a
little while.” This could be a reference to thetlagorld empire through which the
antichrist will operate. Better still, in our opami, this could refer to the establishment of
the papal state. Though small as far as physiaahderies are concerned, yet the Pope’s
dominion has extended far beyond the physical bauesl of his province, and to this
day his influence and authority are evident inoraiall over the world.

Finally, we are told that “the beast who once wag] now is not, is an eighth
king.” This is a reference to the beast from the Sé&roughout the centuries, this beast
from the sea, this secular antichrist, has beerkdélyeagent of Satan in his war against
Christ and His Church. He is the eighth king, tighth great enemy, the one who has
worked through the seven kings, yes, “he belongshé& seven, and is going to his
destruction.” The pattern in the history of thewdacantichrist always reads: “He was, he
is not, he will be, and he will go into destructibiPerhaps we could state it thus: an
antichristian government falls - thus the beasfessfa deadly wound - the wound is
healed - the beast rises again from the Abyss lbhhd continues to be the devil's agent
in persecuting the Church — eventually, howevertobewill follow the seven and will go
into eternal destruction.

17:12-14 “The ten horns you saw are ten kings waeehnot yet received a
kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authprdas kings
along with the beast. They have one purpose anldgwié their
power and authority to the beast. They will make against the
Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because Heoid of
lords and King of kings - and with him will be toalled, chosen
and faithful followers.”

In addition to the seven heads, John also sawhtens growing out of these
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heads. These ten horns represent ten more kingy®, have not yet received a kingdom.”
Consequently, their reign lies in the future. Thenber ten stands for completeness, and
here it represents all the future secular enemigheoChurch. As the beast, the entire
antichristian power in the world, receives his powed authority from Satan, so these
remaining secular enemies of the Church likewidéreceive their power and authority
from Satan. But their reign will not be of long dtion. “One hour” represents a short
period of time.

Although they are numerous and although theirrésgof short duration, yet all
of these antichristian forces have but one purpaamely, to oppose Christ and to wipe
the Christian religion from the face of the eaiffb.that end, they unanimously use their
power and authority in the service of the beast.

But how futile! In waging war against the Lambe ttlefeat (and destruction) of
all enemies is inevitable, — inevitable, becauseide€hrist, the Lamb of God, is Lord of
lords and King of kings. His victory is our victdry defeating all of His enemies, our
Lord Jesus simultaneously protects those who betonglim, - those whom He has
chosen, or elected, from all eternity, - those whaenhas called by the Gospel, - those
who now in true faith cling to Him and follow Hint.is as Jesus had promised during the
days of His earthly ministry: “My sheep listen ty moice; | know them, and they follow
me. | give them eternal life, and they shall neperish; no one can snatch them out of
my hand” (John 10:27-28).

17:15-18 Then the angel said to me, “The waters gaw, where the
prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nationd Enguages. The
beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the fitist They will
bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they wilt &é&r flesh and
burn her with fire. For God has put it into theireérts to
accomplish his purpose by agreeing to give the tiesr power
to rule, until God’s words are fulfilled. The womgou saw is the
great city that rules over the kings of the eaftth.

In our consideration of the first verse of thisapter, it was pointed out that the
prostitute symbolizes the unfaithful church, wheees her world-wide influence on
“peoples, multitudes, nations and languages.” br’ &ttempts to lure people away from
the cardinal and basic doctrines of Scripture anéricourage them to make a god of
materialistic values, the apostate church seerhawe been highly successful.

But now we behold a surprisingly different pictuféwe angel tells John that the ten kings
and the beast, the powers that had been suppdhe@postate church, will hate the
prostitute, turn against her and destroy her. $trange and mysterious way, it seems as
though God permits evil to destroy evil.

We have something similar in the Old Testament.eWlderusalem became
unfaithful to God and committed spiritual adultesjth the heathen nations of Egypt,
Assyria and Babylonia, God, through the ProphetkiEetevery firmly told apostate
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Israel: “I will hand you over to your lovers.... @nwill strip you of your clothes and take
your fine jewelry and leave you naked and bare’e{€46:39).

So here, God will permit the secular governmenit) whom the apostate church
had made an unholy alliance, to turn against tlestape church; and “they will bring her
to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat hertflasd burn her with fire.” Thus we see
that the punishment which was inflicted on the #mesisrael in the Old Testament is the
same punishment that is in store for the apostaiech in the New Testament era.

It thus becomes evident that, to accomplish Higpgses, God even utilizes the
secular governments; He puts into their heartsatoyoout the purpose He has in mind,
namely, to punish the apostate church because ro§gigtual adultery. Although the
enemies are determined to oppose God and althtveyhhtave no intention whatsoever
to serve the Lord, yet God sees to it that theoked plans must carry out His purpose
and fulfill His Word. No matter what the outwardpgarances may be, God’s will is
always going to be done.

In his closing remark to John, the angel onceragintifies the woman as “the
great city that rules over the kings of the eartks”we have stated previously, this great
city very obviously is Rome, the city in which wiad the embodiment of the apostate
church. She also is called Babylon The Great arddrlot. In line with what has been
said concerning the ruin which the secular govemmevill inflict on the apostate
church, we might add that many of the rulers of#loeld have already turned against the
church of Rome, have stripped her of much of healtheand power, and even now are
“leaving her naked,” That very strip of land inljtawhich had been regarded as the
Pope’s temporal kingdom, has been taken from him.cahnot but feel that God has put
into the hearts of the beast and the ten kingsauty out what He has in mind, namely, to
punish the apostate church because of her unflittgs and idolatry.

The Fall of Babylon

18:1-3 “After this | saw another angel coming dofvom heaven. He had great
authority, and the earth was illuminated by hisesglor. With a mighty
voice he shouted: “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon thegat! She has become a
home for demons and a haunt for every evil spaithaunt for every
unclean and detestable bird. For all the nationgéndrunk the maddening
wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth catechadultery with her,
and the merchants of the earth grew rich from he&essive luxuries.”

The entire eighteenth chapter of Revelation dedtls the fall of Babylon and all
the enemies of Christ and His Church; yes, it rlsvdee final judgment of God against
Antichrist and all the earthly agents of Satan.

In this vision, John says that he saw an angetesheing from heaven who had
great authority. In the light of his heavenly glonywhich illumined the earth, he
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announced the fall of Babylon, re-echoing the warflthe angel in chapter 14: “Fallen!

Fallen is Babylon the Great!” The announcement iigery in the past tense, as if
Babylon’s fall had already taken place, thus givirggthe assurance that this event will
most certainly come to pass.

The cause of her destruction is now given. Becatsehad forsaken the Lord of
her youth and had been unfaithful to her God, sk lecome a home for demons and
evil spirits and unclean animals and birds. Thaiss the way it is. Where God’s Word is
rejected and ignored, where the clear and fundahdaertichings of Scripture are
corrupted and defiled, there demons and evil spetiter in and take control; and what
had once been clean and wholesome now is foul @athdome. Into such depths of
detestable foulness and corruption had the apostateh plunged!

Furthermore, we are told that all nations drante“wine of her adulterous
desire,” that the kings of the earth committed ispat adultery with her, and that the
merchants grew rich through the abundance of hemyu In a previous chapter, we had
discussed in detail the spiritual adultery betwgenapostate church and the kings of the
earth. It seems that Babylon’s one great objeactras to use her seductive powers and
earthly pomp to lure people from the worship of thue God to the worship of the beast.
So apparently successful was the apostate churabhieving her objective that nations
and rulers and merchants were led to believe lest they drank her wine; and they
committed fornication with her. No wonder that Blnywas destined to fall!

18:4-5 Then | heard another voice from heaven s&ome out of her, my
people, so that you will not share in her sinstlsat you will not receive
any of her plagues; for her sins are piled up t@aven, and God has
remembered her crimes,”

Before going into a detailed description of Balmysofall, John relates how he
heard another voice from heaven, evidently theevoicChrist, saying: “Come out of her,
my people.” God’s people must definitely come oud aseparate themselves from
Babylon, the apostate church and seat of AntigHast they have actual fellowship with
the sins of this antichristian seduction. Those wdsmtify with an apostate church share
in her sins and will also experience her plaguée dall, “Come out of her, my people,”
is a rather common warning and exhortation in $arep For example, in 2 Cor. 6:17, we
read: “Therefore come out from them and be sepasates the Lord.”

In issuing this call for separation, the voicenfrtveaven says of Babylon: “Her
sins are piled up to heaven, and God has rememlheredrimes.” Someone has said:
“When the sins of a people reach up to heavenwtagh of God will reach down to
earth.” God’s remembrance of Babylon’s crimes ieplihe end of God's long-suffering
and the subsequent meting out of severe judgmadtiteose who refuse to “come out”
definitely run the risk of perishing with Babylon.

Many of the first-century Christians may have beéempted to affiliate with
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Babylon in order to escape bloody persecution avesiple martyrdom. Therefore the
warning is issued to remember the fate which difiyis in store for Babylon and all her
followers. Even today, Christians face the conswamiger of being taken in by the
antichristian seduction which entices them and séelentangle them. Hence, God’s call,
“Come out and be separate,” is a timely and necgsgapeal for all Christians at all

times. By heeding this appeal of God, we can rejaicHis promise: “I will be a Father

to you, and you will be my sons and daughters” ¢2. 6:18).

18:6-8 “Give back to her as she has given; pay beck double for what she has
done. Mix her a double portion from her own cupvé&her as much
torture and grief as the glory and luxury she gaeeself. In her heart she
boasts, ‘I sit as queen; | am not a widow, and Il wever mourn. ’
Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake hikrath, mourning and
famine. She will be consumed by fire, for mightyhis Lord God who
judges her.”

Babylon has defied God and has misled multitudbs; has martyred the saints
and has lived in self-indulgence. Now the justi€dabylon’s punishment is portrayed.
The voice from heaven says: “Give back to her ash&ts given; pay her back double for
what she has done.” Babylon is to be paid baduble.” Why “double?” This same
word is used also in the next sentence: “Mix he&loable portion from her own cup,”
While the idea of a double punishment is not fouwwty often in Scripture, it
nevertheless is significant that we find it menédnn the case of apostate Israel. In Jer.
16:18, the Lord says: “I will repay them double fibreir wickedness and their sin,
because they have defiled my land with the lifeflessis of their vile images and have
filled my inheritance with their detestable idol.herefore, it seems very fitting that in
the New Testament era a double punishment shdk@dise be meted out to the apostate
church.

In her cup, the apostate church had mixed a donkthers. Since the cup is often
symbolic of suffering, we might think here of dilet suffering which the apostate church
has brought to multitudes. Think of the great ant@afiranguish that she has poured into
the hearts of men by obscuring, and even corrupthmg precious Gospel message and
thus depriving men of real and abiding peace, canafiod joy, Think of the sorrow and
the physical pain that she has caused by her pgimge®f the true Christians. There can
be no doubt that she has caused the children oftf@osendous suffering; and by her
mistreatment of the faithful followers of the Lamgdhe has made herself responsible for
many tear-stained eyes and bleeding hearts. Butthewime of retribution has come,
and she will be repaid in double measure. Thisragagxact justice.

The same concept of justice is expressed alsbhenvords: “Give her as much
torture and grief as the glory and luxury she gaeeself.” The wealth, power and glory
of the apostate church will end in torture andfgiithe measure of her self-exaltation, so
evident in her luxury, pride and boasting, willalse the measure of her abasement, pain
and sorrow.
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“l sit as a queen,” she boasts, “I am not a widang | will never mourn,” The
claim of the apostate church even today is thatiskige queen of the world and that she
is the only saving church. But her very existergea iblasphemy of Jesus Christ. God
calls her an unfaithful wife, an adulteress andasfitute. Therefore in one day, she will
be completely devastated; her plagues shall corddesily and strike her down. Going
back for a moment to the Old Testament Leviticaldgertaining to the priesthood, it is
interesting and highly significant to note thathié daughter of a priest became guilty of
fornication, she was to be put to death by beinghéa kings of the earth, so these
merchants also will stand far off and will cry otiVoe! Woe, 0 great city, dressed in
fine linen, purple and scarlet, and glittering wigbld, precious stones and pearls! In one
hour such great wealth has been brought to ruihlisTthey are forced to admit that the
wealth and splendor of the world, which characegtiBabylon, the harlot, is transient,
fleeting and has no eternal value whatsoever.

As we journey through life, may God grant thatwik never become so involved
in the material things of this world that we logghs of all eternal values; for “what good
will it be for a man if he gains the whole worldatyorfeits his soul?” (Matt. 16.26).

18:17b-19 “Every sea captain, and all who travglship, the sailors, and all
who earn their living from the sea, will stand f#f. When they see
the smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, ‘Wasré ever a city
like this great city?’ They will thnw dust on their heads, and with
weeping and mourning cry out:
“Woe! Woe, 0 great city, where all who had ships the sea
became rich through her wealth, In one hour shelieen brought
to ruin!™

Finally, we come to the third group of those whoum Babylon’s fall. This
group is made up of captains, seafaring men andrsawho had delivered to Babylon
the precious cargoes previously mentioned. Likenttegchants, they, too, stand far off
and lament, because Babylon’s fall means that ngdocan they become rich through
her wealth, As an act of sorrow and dismay, thapwhdust on their heads. Their
guestion, “Was there ever a city like this gre&g®i parallels the question regarding the
beast in Rev. 13:4: “Who is like the beast? Who iceke war against him?” They had
regarded Babylon, the apostate church, incomparaldeeatness. But now, as they see
“the smoke of her burning,” they are compelled ¢ jthe merchants in the woeful
lament: “In one hour she has been brought to ruin!”

18:20 “Rejoice over her, 0 heaven! Rejoice, saiatal apostles and
prophets! God has judged her for the way she tcbgtal,”

In this exhortation to rejoice, we have the absohantithesis to the lamenting and
mourning of all the associates and supporters e@ttrlot. The inhabitants of heaven, -
the saints and apostles and prophets, — are cafled to rejoice over the fallen city
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because God has judged her for the way she tréaded Babylon, the whore, had done
her utmost to seduce them. In Rev. 17:6, she tsiqgid as being drunk with the blood of
the saints and with the blood of the martyrs, Fribnis we may well conclude that
Babylon, either directly or indirectly, had caugbd death of saints, the true believers in
Christ Jesus. In the fifth verse of this chapterw® are told that God remembered all the
crimes that she committed against the saints. Artie last verse of this chapter, we are
told that in Babylon was found “the blood of profghand of the saints, and of all who
have been killed on the earth.” There can be ndtidberefore, that Babylon is being
judged and punished for her persecution of the @uestians.

The fact that Babylon is being judged for havingtneated and killed also the
prophets, clearly tells us that the antichristiarcés were active also in the visible church
of the Old Testament. It is significant to notetth@ost of the Old Testament prophets
who were put to death suffered their martyrdomhat hands of Jews who had fallen
away from the worship of the true God, and who tad become the apostate Israel. For
this reason Jesus had told the Jewish leaderssoddji: “Woe to you, because you build
tombs for the prophets, and it was your forefathane killed them. So you testify that
you approve of what your forefathers did; theyddllthe prophets, and you build their
tombs. Because of this, God in his wisdom saiwilll send them prophets and apostles,
some of whom they will kill and others they will igecute.” Therefore this generation
will be held responsible for the blood of all theophets that has been shed since the
beginning of the world.” (Luke 11.47-50),

These same Jews, who called themselves God’s rchuseple demanded the
crucifixion of Jesus and later on also called for teath of the apostles. Time and again
did the apostate church thus show herself as thiethsitting on the beast, urging
antichristian civil governments (the secular anigth to sentence faithful believers to
death. For all these unspeakably cruel acts agdiagbeople of God, Babylon will now
pay dearly as she faces the final judgment of Qdus final, decisive act of judging,
which results in the burning of Babylon, is thes@a why the saints and apostles and
prophets in heaven are called upon to rejoice.

18:21-24 Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder size of a large
millstone and threw it into the sea, and said: “Wguch violence
the great city of Babylon will be thrown down, nete be found
again, The music of harpists and musicians, fluieygrs and
trumpeters, will never be heard in you again. Nakeman of any
trade will ever be found in you again. The sound afillstone will
never be heard in you again, The light of a lamib mgver shine in
you again. The voice of bridegroom and bride wélvar be heard
in you again. Your merchants were the world’s gmean. By your
magic spell all the nations were led astray. In exs found the
blood of prophets and of the saints, and of all whwe been killed
on the earth.”
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Finally, a voice speaks from the throne, - a vadikat remains anonymous.
Nevertheless, it is a voice which can address thiitode of saints and say, “Praiear
God.” This call to praise God is extended to all the aety of the Lord, both small and
great. Yes, this call is extended to all the savenh one excluded or overlooked.

Praisefor The Wedding of TheLamb

19:6-8 Then | heard what sounded like a great itualé, like the roar of rushing
waters and like the loud peals of thunder, shoutfhtallelujah! For our
Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and badghnd give him glory.
For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bnige made herself
ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given teewear. ” (Fine linen
stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)

Have you ever had the spine-tingling experienciksténing to a mass chorus of
several thousand voices singing the “Hallelujah @kb from Handel's “Messiah?”
Usually such an experience is never forgotten. ¥ett is but a faint illustration of what
John hears in this vision as the entire companyeafven bursts into song. Like the
irresistible rushing of mighty streams of watekelithe loud rumblings of thunder, the
song of the saints and angels breaks forth to pragse to God: “Hallelujah! For our
Lord God Almighty reigns.” They praise the Lord,chese now He has taken over
complete control.

With Babylon, the great prostitute, cast into &Algyss of fire and brimstone, the
wedding of the Lamb can now take place. This lowgited event likewise is an
occasion of praise; and so we hear the inhabitagaven singing their hallelujahs and
saying: “Let us rejoice and be glad and give hioryglFor the wedding of the Lamb has
come, and his bride has made herself ready.”

In the Old Testament, God’'s chosen people oftenspoken of as the wife of
Jehovah. In the New Testament, Jesus, in the pamiblthe ten virgins, refers to
judgment day as the time when the heavenly Bridagravill take His bride to His
eternal home; and the Apostle Paul, in his lettethie Ephesians, also speaks of the
Church as being the bride of Christ. And so, tlatwhich the Church had longed and
waited is represented here as being consummateeaven. The holy Christian Church,
the bride of Christ, is pictured as celebrating marriage with the Lamb, her Savior and
her Lord. What an occasion for the greatest passéjbicing and the highest exultation!

For this event the bride of the Lamb has madeelfersady, but not by doing
anything of her own (as rationalists and synerdistégh). We are told that clean, fine
linen was given her to wear. It is extremely impattthat we recognize the fact that the
bride’s wedding dress wagiven to her, - the word “given” certainly reflecting the
doctrine that salvation is solely a gift of God'sage. By faith, all true believers, who
constitute the bride of Christ, become the recigief the righteousness which Jesus, by
His suffering and death, has earned and procuredhiem. And having thus been
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declared righteous by God, for Jesus’ sake, thiev®ek are clothed in the only garment
that will enable them to stand in the presencehefrighteous and holy God. The “fine
linen, bright and clean,” which was given to thelerto wear, is identical to the robes
mentioned in Rev. 7:13-15, - the robes in whichaleet of God are clothed and which
were washed and made white in the blood of the Larhb Prophet Isaiah expressed this
symbolism in the following words: “I delight gregtin the Lord; my soul rejoices in my
God. For he has clothed me with garments of samasind arrayed me in a robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head lkeest, and as a bride adorns herself
with her jewels” (Is. 61:10).

19:9 Then the angel said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed those who are invited to
the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, é€3& are the true
words of God.”

Here we have the fourth of the seven beatitudégenelation: “Blessed are those
who are invited to the wedding supper of of the bdnThe invitation, or call, here
referred to is the effective Gospel call. All thosko, by the power of the Holy Spirit,
have acknowledged their sinfulness and who, wiSpait-wrought faith, have accepted
the wedding garment of Christ's righteousness andifeness, will be privileged to
participate in the marriage supper of the Lamb.

Having spoken this blessing, the angel addedthtigatvords of this beatitude “are
the true words of God.” Since God has spoken, tloare be no doubt whatsoever
concerning the veracity of this promise. The Wordhe Lord is eternal and stands firm
in the heavens (Psalm 119:89). It is as the burspeker on the author’'s automobile
states: “God said it - | believe it - that setikes

19:10 At this I fell at his feet to worship himutBhe said to me, “Do not do it! |
am a fellow servant with you and with your brotherso hold to the
testimony of Jesus. Worship God. For the testinoddgsus is the spirit of
prophecy."”

Overwhelmed at the prospect of participating i tiarriage supper of the Lamb,
John fell prostrate before the angel with the ihtdrworshiping him. However, the angel
cautions John not to do so and forcefully commands “Worship God!” Although the
angels are heavenly spirits and although we hadtin great respect, yet we must not
forget that they, together with us and all saiatg, servants and witnesses of Christ and
therefore should not be accorded divine honor amigkvp, which belong to God alone.

Very important for us to remember on our journegotigh life are the closing
words of this vision: “The testimony of Jesus ie #pirit of prophecy.” In other words,
the testimony about Jesus is the very essenceydhe heart, of prophecy. Yes, the
Gospel of Christ is, and ever must be, the heattcamter of all Christian preaching and
teaching. And why? Because it is only when the @bspessage of the crucified and
risen Redeemer is proclaimed in its truth and puhiat men, women and children, by the
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gracious power and working of the Holy Spirit, amade members of the Church, the
bride of Christ, and as such will participate ie thedding supper of the Lamb.

TheBattle; The End of The Two Beasts

19:11-13 | saw heaven standing open and thererbefoe was a white
horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. Mjustice he
judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazirgy find on his
head are many crowns. He has a name written ontlh@&nno one
knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dippélood, and
his name is the Word of God.

In this vision, John sees in the open heavenax od a white horse. There can be
no doubt about the identity of this rider. Theetitand names, as well as the attributes and
deeds ascribed to Him, tell us at once that thi€hsist, who, at the time of His final
coming, is portrayed here as a warrior riding avhie horse.

He is called “Faithful and True.” He keeps allHi promises, and He is the very
personification of truth. Consequently, He is absal reliable and can be trusted
implicitly. No one will ever be disappointed fokiag Him at His Word.

“With justice he judges.” It may not always appsearto us. There are times when
we are perplexed and confused as we see the wpksger and the godly persecuted,
and we are tempted to ask why the Lord permit®o ibé thus. Nevertheless, let us
remember that He is faithful, and not only doeskidep all of His promises, but He also
will keep His threats. In the end, He will judgeettvorld in righteousness, and it will
become apparent to all that His judgment is alwagtsand right.

Not only does He judge with justice, but with jostHe also wages war. We can
rest assured that the battle of our Lord agairstfahces of evil and the enemies of His
Church is a war that is waged with absolute justidso this righteous judgment of the
Lord will be revealed fully on the last day.

“His eyes are like blazing fire.” Whenever Scriguspeaks of God’s eyes, it
refers to the omniscience of God, namely, that Rews all things and that nothing can
be hidden from Him. Christ’'s eyes were so peneigathat, even during the days of His
ministry on earth, we are told that He did not esitrHimself to men; for He knew all
men, and He knew what was in man (John 2.24-25)alse Christ is all-knowing, and
because He is faithful and true, we know that fillis judgments must be right.

“On his head are many crowns,” symbols of divind aniversal rule. Although
at this present time it may not appear to many leetyat Jesus is King, yet at His second
coming all the world will have to acknowledge Histae King of kings.
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“He has a name written on Him that no one knowsHaihimself.” To give a
person a name often is equivalent to describingtwhat person is. While we can
understand in a way what it means when Jesusledcadtaithful” and “True,” yet there
are many things about the person of Jesus thaamwaot comprehend. For example, who
can understand how the eternal Son of God couldnasshe human nature and thus
become also the Son of Man? Indeed, that He istha¢hGod and true Man is a mystery
in the person of Christ which no one except Citistself can fathom.

“He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood.” Whilere are those who believe that
this is a reference to the blood which Christ steeatone for the sins of the world, yet, in
the light of a messianic prophecy recorded in tlhekBof Isaiah (Is. 63:1-6), it appears
that the blood on the Rider’s robe obviously retershe blood of the enemies of God’s
people. This entire description, therefore, syn#asdionce again Christ’s decisive victory
in the final battle with His enemies.

“And his name is the Word of God.” This name, kmoas “The Logos,” is
applied to Jesus also in the opening words of JoGwspel. In John 1:1 we read: “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God] the Word was God.” Then in
John 1:14 we are told: “The Word became flesh aademhis dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Onlyp came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.” Just why Jesus is called “The dV@ rather unclear. Perhaps the best
explanation is this: as we, by the use of wordsroonicate to others what we feel and
think, so God, by sending Jesus, the Word, intowthdd, has shown us what is in His
fatherly heart. Thus Jesus, the Logos, is God’ssags of love to us, so beautifully
expressed in John 3:16: “God so loved the world hleagave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but heteenal life.”

19:.14-16 The armies of heaven were following hirding on white horses
and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Outisfmouth comes
a sharp sword with which to strike down the natiditie will rule
them with an iron scepter. "He treads the winepretshe fury of
the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on high he has
this name written:
King of Kings And Lord of Lords.

As the Rider on the white horse goes forth, hieliswed by the arm of heaven,
dressed in fine linen, white and clean, and ridimgwhite horses. Some say that these
armies of heaven are the sum total of the glorifanhts and martyrs. Others believe that
these armies represent all the angels, since 3psle of the angels accompanying Him
when He returns to judgment. The analogy of Scrgpteads us to favor the latter view,
although it is entirely possible that these armoésfieaven are composed of both, the
angelic beings and the elect of God. Be that asay, it is significant to note that these
armies of heaven do not appear as armed for bhatiteather are dressed in white robes,
- robes that are clean and not stained with bléod.one thing, this tells us that there can
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be no doubt concerning the outcome of the batthe. White robes proclaim that from the
very outset victory is certain. In the second pldbes also confirms the truth expressed
by Isaiah when he prophesied that the Messiah wivald “the winepress alone” and
would win the victory single-handedly, without héipm anyone.

To be sure, it is Jesus who fights this battland He fights it alone. The sharp
sword that comes out of His mouth is the Word otiG&/ith this Word He strikes down
the nations, smiting His enemies and overcomingaatichrists. This Word is not the
Word of the Gospel; it is His terrible word of Jungnt as expressed in the divine Law of
God. That is the only weapon which Christ usesis battle. With this Word He brings
about the defeat and destruction of the unbeliewiadd.

This same message of judgment is expressed imsdrom which John quotes:
“You (namely, the Messiah) will rule them with aron scepter” (Psalm 2;9). To
understand the full meaning of those words, weldtale to hear also the last part of
Psalm 2:9, where we read: “You will dash the tacpgelike pottery.” The time to strike
with the iron rod for complete destruction has rcome.

As a symbol of God’s judgment on the unbelievingrld, we are told of Christ:
“He treads the winepress of the fury of the wratttGod Almighty.” In days of old, the
grapes would be cast into a winepress; and peoplddwsqueeze the juice from the
berries by “treading” or walking on them. In likearmer, Jesus will crush all enemies
under His feet, thus manifesting the fury of theathrof the Almighty God. All the
enemies of Christ and His Church, even the mostepiodly will be crushed; none will
escape. What a day of terror that will be for dlloshave rejected Christ and have chosen
to follow the beast! Then all men will know withnoubst certainty that Christ Jesus
indeed is the King of kings and the Lord of lords.

19:17-18 And 1 saw an angel standing in the sum eried in a loud voice
to all the birds flying in midair, “Come, gather dether for the
great supper of God, so that you may eat the fleklkings,
generals, and mighty men, of horses and their sdand the flesh
of all people, free and slave, small and great. ”

In the first part of this particular vision, thedgment that would befall the
enemies of Christ is described; in the second gfattte vision, this judgment is carried
out. John says that he saw an angel standing isuhgethus occupying a commanding
and a most conspicuous position. In a loud voias, angel summons the birds flying in
mid-air, - most likely, birds of prey, such as thawks and vultures. He invites these
birds of prey to “the great supper of God,” whelneyt may feast on the flesh of the
enemies of God. Since the number ten is a numbeorapleteness, and since ten groups
or classes of enemies are mentioned, we may sayhisasymbolizes the complete, or
total, victory over all of God’'s enemies. What antrast this supper of God is to the
joyful marriage feast of the Lamb! The invitatiam this supper of God becomes all the
more ghastly because of its finality. The destarctof the enemies of God is assured
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from the very outset.

19:19-21 Then | saw the beast and the kings ofetltéh and their armies
gathered together to make war against the ridettttmhorse and
his army. But the beast was captured, and with the false
prophet who had performed the miraculous signs snblehalf.
With these signs he had deluded those who hadvesténe mark
of the beast and worshiped his image. The two emtlwere
thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfdrhe rest of them
were killed with the sword that came out of the thaf the rider
on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselvetheir flesh.

The climax is rapidly approaching. John sees #asband the kings of the earth
and their armies assemble to make war on the MesElee battle itself, however, is not
described. The entire emphasis seems to be onvéhvleelming victory of Christ. The
beast and the false prophet are captured. Thdoistdahe only description that we have
of the actual battle. From the very beginning, dttack of the enemies was destined to
end in dismal failure.

It is clear that this beast is the first beadhe beast from the sea, - the secular
Antichrist. The false prophet is described as the who performed miraculous signs
before the beast and thus deceived those who laiveel the mark of the beast and
worshiped his image. It is evident, therefore, thét false prophet is the second beast, -
the beast from the earth, - the ecclesiastical chnst. (Both of these beasts were
described in detail in chapter 13).

After their capture, both beasts are cast alite tihe fiery lake of burning sulfur;
they are thrown into hell. This implies, then, tleaery power that Satan ever used to
delude and destroy men ends in hell, never agaappear outside of hell, never again to
threaten the elect of God, who are safe in theimad home.

As eternal punishment in hell is the final destafyall enemies of Christ and His
Church, so eternal punishment in hell is also #te bf those who follow and serve the
two beasts. It is a gruesome picture that is hefdrke our eyes: “The rest of them were
killed with the sword that came out of the mouthtleé Rider on the horse.” The sword
that came out of the mouth of the Rider is the Wafrthe Lord, - not the sweet, inviting
Word of the Gospel, but the Word of severe and judggment: “Depart from me, you
who are cursed, into the eternal fire preparedherdevil and his angels” (Matt. 25:41).

Like all the other series of visions, so this agralso comes to a close with a
portrayal of the final judgment. The emphasis ims teeries was primarily on the
judgment and destruction of the antichristian fercethe world. The two beasts are cast
into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. Thus, onlpe@enemy remains, namely, Satan; and
his fate is portrayed in the next chapter.
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Perhaps we ought to mention here that when therapyps of Christ were
described in previous chapters, they appearedisnotider: the dragon (Satan), the first
beast, the second beast, and the harlot BabylonthBy are judged and condemned in
the reverse order: the prostitute Babylon (chapt@&rand 18), the two beasts (chapter 19)
and finally, the dragon (chapter 20). We must pealhowever, that although they are
pictured as being judged and punished individugiy, in reality, their end comes at the
same time, namely, at the appearance of Chridtaindst great day.
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